Huge fire destroys market in Zarqa 

AMMAN ( J.T. ) — Fire broke out in Zarqa’s down- 
town area with flames flaring 10 metres high and cov- 
ering the sky with black smoke. It is estimated that 
200 used clothes shops and a number of cars parked 
in the garages were destroyed as a result of the fire. 
The local authorities speeded to the location and start- 
ed extinguishing the Fire that started around 9:30 pm 
eyewitnesses said. Thousands of watchers blocked the 
entrance to the fire scene. Zarqa police said the rea- 
sons behind the fire remained unknown and inquiries 
were still underway. Shop owners said the losses 
reached millions of dinars and observers added the 
fire would probably continue until the small hours of 
today, Tuesday. Luckily, the fire did not result in 
human loss because shops were closed at the time the 
fire started. 
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Arabs ask Asia to block centre in Israel 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid called Monday for the organisa tion's 12 
Asian members to block the establishment of a centre in 
Israel for management of regional water resources. Mr. 
Meguid sent messages to 11 -member states and die 
Palestinians to urge them to oppose such a project, which 
is expected to be decided at a Beijing meeting on May 1 3- 
15 of a U .N. committee in charge of fighting drought, ’pie 
Asian states concerned are the six Gulf Arab countries. 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon. Syria and Yemen. "Arab countries 
refiise to have this centre in Israel because the Jewish 
state could thus largely influence the water policies of 
Asia." an Arab League official said. .Arab League foreign 
ministers called in March for a freeze in normalisation 
with Israel in protest at its construction of a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab East Jerusalem. 
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Israeli talks with PNA could Chirac announces early elections; 
harden as a result of scandal European unity will dominate poll 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Pales- 
( tinians expressed new fears Mon- 
day that Israeli leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu will harden his stance 
in the stalemated peace process 
as he seeks to recover from his 
narrow brush with indictment for 
corruption. 

‘There is no hope of being able 
to dialogue with Netanyahu, it is 
a dead end,” complained Yasser 
Abed Rabbo, Palestinian infor- 
mation minister, a day after 
Israeli prosecutors rejected police 
recommendations the Israeli pre- 
mier be put on trial for corrup- 
tion. 

The prosecutors ruled that there 
was insufficient evidence to 
indict Mr. Netanyahu for fraud 
and breach of trust in an influ- 
ence peddling scandal surround- 
ing the abortive appointment of a 
political ally as attorney general 
in January. 

As soon as Sunday’s ruling by 
the prosecutors was known," Mr. 
Netanyahu accused the media and 
left-wing opposition of blowing 
up the scandal to topple his gov- 
ernment, and he vowed to pursue 
his nationalist policies. 

“They wanted to overthrow us 
t jecause we are building at Har 
Homa and oppose the creation of 
a Palestinian state,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said, referring to the 
construction of a new Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab East Jerusalem 
which provoked a violent crisis in 
the peace process last month. 

“These kinds of statements 
prove his total intransigence,” 
Mr. Abed Rabbo said, saying Mr. 
Netanyahu had chosen the path of 
“confrontation instead of cooper- 
ation” since coming to power in. 
June. 

Palestinian analysts said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s narrow escape from 
indictment and forced resignation 
cost him leverage over right-wing 
elements of his coalition which 
would have been vital in trying to 
reach a compromise that could 
save the peace process. 

“Before this decision, Mr. 
Netanyahu could use the threat of 
forming a unity government with 
Labour to keep his opponents in 
the coalition in line,” said Khalil 
Shiqaqi, director of the Nablus- 
based Centre for Palestine 
Research and Studies. 

“But now Labour has rejected 
joining a unity government and 
.Netanyahu has lost this card.” he 
said. 


The Palestinians have publicly 
agreed to Israeli demands for a 
crackdown on armed anti-Israel 
militants but insist in return that 
peace negotiations can only 
resume if Israel suspends Jewish 
settlement building and imple- 
ments signed agreeements requir- 
ing it to extend self-rule. 

“Netanyahu is naked in his gov- 
ernment, he is in no position to 
offer a compromise over Har 
Homa. or further troop redeploy- ■ 
ments from the West Bank 
because he cannot get a majority 
in his cabinet for this,” Mr. 
Shiqaqi said. 

Mr. Shiqaqi noted that even 
before his latest problems, Mr. 
Netanyahu was barely able to 
gamer a cabinet majority in early 
March for handing an additional 
two per cent of the West Bank to 
self-rule, less than a third of what 
the Palestinians wanted at this 
stage of the peace process. 

Mr. Netanyahu appeared to con- 
firm Palestinian fears in an inter- 
view published Monday in which 
he reaffirmed his hardline stand 
and insisted Palestinians scale 
back their hopes for self-determi- 
nation. 

“There won’t be a change in my 
policy, and the Palestinian 
demand that we stop (settlement) 
construction will simply delay 
any possibility of any resolution 
of this crisis,” he said. 

Rejecting outright Palestinian 
hopes of making historically Arab 
East Jerusalem the capital of a 
future state. Mr. Netanyahu said 
peace negotiations and further 
extensions of Palestinian self-rule 
could only occur once Palestini- 
ans bring their expectations “to 
realistic proportions." 

“They are still talking of getting 
most or all of the West Bank, that 
means the gap between the two 
sides is too large,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. 

“We are against a Palestinian 
state because we think it could 
pose a mortal threat to the sur- 
vival of Israel. And we’re certain- 
ly nor going to divide Jerusalem,” 
he said. 

Such intransigence coincided 
with a new opinion poll showing 
that Palestinian support for the 
peace process dropped from 73 
per cent to 60 per cent over the 
past month, hitting its lowest 
point since a Jewish settler mas- 
sacred 29 worshippers in a West 
Bank mosque in February 1994. 


Opposition 
demands 
review of 
decision 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Opposition lawmak- 
ers asked the supreme court on Monday 
to overturn a decision not to prosecute 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and 
two senior government officials for fraud 
and breach of trust. 

“There are too many signs that our 
prime minister was a partner to a plot," 
said Yossi Sarid. leader of the left-wing 
Meretz Party, after submitting the appeal. 
“We can’t accept the idea that the Israeli 
state is being governed by a gang." 

The allegations stem from an influence 
peddling scandal surrounding the short- 
lived appointment of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
crony as attorney general. Mr. 

Netanyahu’s role “raised bewildering 
questions," bur there was not enough evi- 
dence to indict him, prosecutors said Sun- 
day in wrapping up a three month probe. 

The affair has damaged Mr. 

Netanyahu’s reputarion and credibility 
and he still faces a political crisis that 
reduces the likelihood of progress in the 
Umping peace process with the Palestini- 
ans. 

However, there were signs Monday that 
the six-party coalition will hold for now. 
Two cabinet members of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
Likud Party who had reportedly been 
wavering whether to resign over the affair 
said Monday they would remain in the 
government. 

Two centrist parties, the Third Way and 
Israel Be’aliya, also signalled they would 
not bolt the coalition which controls 66 
seats in the 120-member parliament. 

A survey published Monday suggested 
that 58 per cent of Israelis felt Mr. 
Netanyahu did not need to resign over the 
affair, while 40 per cent said he should 
step down. 57 per cent said there was no 
need for new elections, as demanded by 
the opposition. 

The survey among 502 respondents had 
an error margin of 4 per cent. It was con- 
ducted by the Dahaf Institute and pub- 
lished in the Yediot Ahronot daily. 


Akaileh urges opposition to 
start Islamic-leftist coalition 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special ip the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Despite the 
Opposition of his own 
party and the scepticism of 
some leftist leaders. Islam- 
ic Action From (1AF) 
Deputy Abdullah Akaileh 
said he intends to push for 
the formation of an 
1 Jslamist-leftist coalition 
ahead of this autumn’s 
genera] elections. 

"I believe that there is 
much common ground for 
a political alliance 
between the IAF and the 
leftists and 1 intend to 
insist on my proposal,” Dr. 
Akaileh told the Jordan 
Times in a telephone inter- 
view on Monday. 

Dr. Akaileh’s proposal 
would be aimed at creating 
an opposition bloc to 
counteract the merger of 
eight centrist parties, 
which recently announced 
iheir intention to field can- 
didates under the unified 
ticket of the National Con- 
stitutional Party, he said. 

Dr. Akaileh, a “dove” 
who led the moderate 
wing of the IAF in its call 
for entering in a coalition 
with the previous govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 


Abdul Karim Kabariti last 
January, said he first for- 
warded his proposal to the 
IAF Executive Committee 
and other bodies of the 
front three months ago. 

The project, which is Dr. 
Akaileh's alone and has 
received no backing from 
other moderate Islamists 
so far, has not yet been 
discussed by the IAF high- 
er cadres. 

Though Dr. Akaileh star- 
ed that “there are not so 
many people (in the IAF) 
opposing it,” a source 
from the social-democrat- 
ic Jordanian Unionist 
Democratic Party (JUDP) 
who asked not to be iden- 
tified, described the possi- 
bility of the IAF fielding 
candidates in the next gen- 
era! elections in a coalition 
with the leftists as “unre- 
al." 

“The IAF would lose 
many of its voters if it 
entered a political alliance 
with the leftists,” the 
source said, “and all its 
leaders know it very well." 

The source added that 
“the front is also too 
strong and powerful to 
need to run with anybody 
else.” 

In the 1993 general elec- 


tions, 17 of 23 candidates 
on the IAF ticket made it 
to the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

“Dr. Akaileh’s proposal 
is nor shared by the IAF, 
and all our contacts and 
negotiations have failed,” 
said Deputy secretary gen- 
eral of the leftist A1 Haq 
Party, Naji AUoush. 

Mr. AUoush said Dr. 
Akaileh approached A1 
Haq of his own initiative, 
but contacts were inter- 
rupted when the IAF 
deputy travelled abroad, a 
few weeks ago, and his 
party fellows would not 
continue the negotiations. 

‘The formation of a 
wide opposition front 
appeared impossible, 
exactly as it happened 
when a similar attempt 
was made ahead of the 
1993 general elections,” 
Mr. Alloush noted. 

Before the 1993 parlia- 
mentary' elections, a group 
of moderate Islamists pre- 
sented a proposal for the 
creation of a unified oppo- 
sition bloc with the left- 
ists, but -IAF leaders 
rejected it 

According to Mr. 
Alloush, “the main obsta- 
cle on the way to a leftisi- 


Islamic coalition is that the 
IAF wants to run [in the 
electoral campaign] 

alone.” 

Though it is yet unclear 
how many and which left- 
ist parties Dr. Akaileh has 
so far approached directly, 
when first publicised, his 
proposal gained the praise 
of the secretary general of 
the Communist Party 
Yacoub Zayaddin. 

In early April, Arabic 
press reports quoted Dr. 
Zayaddin as saying that 
“Dr. Akaileh’s proposal 
was most welcome, 
though it is not shared by 
the IAF ranks." 

Secretary General of the 
Jordanian Arab Ba’ath 
Socialist Party Khalil 
Haddadin denied his party 
has been approached by 
Dr. Akaileh, though ir 
recently merged with A1 
Haq, headed by 
Mohammed Zobi, and the 
Arab Land Party, headed 
by Mohammad Ouran. 
into the Jordanian Nation- 
alist Democratic Front. 

“However, I expect Dr. 
Akaileh to contact us 
soon,” Mr. Haddadin told 
the Jordan Tunes. 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
President Jacques Chirac on 
Monday announced the dis- 
solution of the national 
assembly and early legisla- 
tive elections in two rounds 
on May 25 and June I. 

Announcing the risky 
gamble on television, Mr. 
Chirac appealed to voters to 
give him a majority in par- 
liament “which will have the 
strength and the necessary 
duration to meet the chal- 
lenges of today." 

He cited European Mone- 
tary Union (EMU), reforms 
of EU institutions and of 
NATO as the challenges. 

“Above all, what I hold 
most dear, is a European 
Union in the service of man. 
A living social model. A 
common front against the 
scourges which threaten our 
societies: unemployment 

and of course exclusion, but 
also exploitation of children, 
drugs, dirty money, terror- 
ism.” 

The president appealed for 
voters’ support to “build a 
Europe respectful of the 
genius of the nations which 
compose it and capable of 
rivalling the great world 
groups." 

Mr. Chirac, who said the 
dissolution decree would be 
published Tuesday, added 
that it was time “to go fur- 
ther on the road of change.” 

He said it was in the 
national interest to hold 
early elections. and 
appealed to voters to give a 
clear verdict by electing a 
new majority for a new five- 
year term. 

Referring, without naming 
it, to the extreme-right 
national front, Mr. Chirac 
warned against “appeals for 
hatred" and the “designation 
of scapegoats,” calling on 
voters to reaffirm their “val- 
ues” and their “civil and 
moral benchmarks.” 

The president also rejected 
"laissez-faire" capitalism 
and at the same time 




French President Jacques Chirac announces he is dissolving the National 
Assembly and calling tor early parliamentary elections in this taped prime-time 
address to the nation, on Monday, in this image taken off French TF1 television 
(Reuters photo) 


increased state intervention, 
spending and taxes. 

Mr. Chirac made his move 
even though his conserva- 
tive coalition holds four 
fifths of the 577 seats in the 
national assembly and as 
opinion polls suggested that 
there was a risk his Gaullist 
Rally for the Republic 
(RPR) and its centre-right 
ally, the Union for French 
Democracy (UDF) could 
lose control of parliament. 

The result will be close, a 
poll by the Louis Harris 
Institute said Monday, 
adding the Conservative 
coalition will come 2.5 poi- 
nts ahead of the combined 
forces of the left in the snap 
election. 

Another poll Monday by 
the Sofres Institute said the 
Conservatives would lose 
150 seats but still have a 
majority of 40. Speculation 
that the elections would be 
brought forward from their 


original date of March next 
year has had French political 
circles in a frenzy for the 
past two weeks. 

Analysts pointed out that 
Mr. Chirac has more chance 
of victory now than next 
year, when he is likely to 
have introduced even more 
austerity measures. 

Opposition Socialist Party 
leader Lionel Jospin said the 
right and Prime Minister 
Alain Juppe in particular 
wanted the French to go to 
the polls before confirma- 
tion “of three events: the 
aggravated failure of the 
government’s economic 
policies, its intention to have 
recourse to a cure of 
increased austerity and the 
development of the scan- 
dals" threatening it. Mr. 
Chirac’s main reason for an 
early dissolution is to clear 
the decks ahead of the dead- 
line for EMU next spring. 

But Mr. Chirac, who has 


plumbed depths of unpopu- 
larity since taking power in 
May 1995. is also keen to 
“relaunch” his ailing gov- 
ernment. to give him parlia- 
mentary support through the 
end of his seven-year man- 
date in 2002. 

The election campaign is 
expected to be dominated by 
arguments over the economy 
and Europe. Mr. Jospin said 
Sunday night that, if elected, 
he would not take France 
into a single European cur- 
rency if iL required a further 
bout of economic austerity 
measures. 

“1 say ‘no.’ to absolute 
respect for the three per cent 
criterion,” he said in a TV 
interview, referring to the 
Maastricht requirement for 
public deficits to be under 
three per cent of gross 
domestic product tGDPl for 
single currency applicants. 
“If we were in office, we 
would not do it.” 


Iraq to return pilgrims 
in new challenge to U.S. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
announced Monday it will 
violate the West’s “no-fly” 
zone over the south of the 
country, in a new challenge 
to the United States, to ferry 
Muslim pilgrims by heli- 
copter from the Saudi border. 

An Iraqi official "warned 
the United States against 
intercepting our Iraqi aircraft 
because any U.S. action 
which endangers the security 
of our aircraft and our pil- 
grims will provoke an appro- 
priate response.” 

The official said the air- 
craft would be sent to the 
Saudi border from Monday 
and that foreign journalists 
in Baghdad would be invited 
to board the helicopters on 
Tuesday. 

The annual pilgrimage to 
Islam's holiest city of Mecca 
in Saudi Arabia ended Satur- 
day, and the faithful have 
already begun leaving the 
city where the Prophet 
Mohammad was bom. 

The Iraqi decision was 
made after a joint meeting of 
the Revolutionary Command 
Council and the ruling Baath 
Party, chaired by President 
Saddam Hussein, the official 
said- “The decision was 
made to send the helicopters 
because it wasn’t possible to 
coordinate the pilgrims’ 
return by airplane, as the 
authorities had no contact 
with them while they were in 
Mecca,” he said. 

“Sick and weary” pilgrims 
will be transported from the 


Saudi border near Ar’ar. The 
helicopters will wait for the 
pilgrims on Iraqi territory, 
the official added. 

“Iraq stresses that it has the 
legitimate right to use its 
civilian aircraft and has 
already exercised this right 
by sending an airplane to the 
holy places,” he said. 

On April 9, Iraq defied 
U.N. sanctions and flew 
more than 100 elderly and 
sick Iraqi pilgrims to Saudi 
Arabia for the pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

Iraq insisted that the flight 
was “purely humanitarian” 
and as such not a violation 
of the air embargo, a position 
which China, Egypt, France 
and Russia supported at the 
UJSL Security Council. 

In spite of U.S. demands 
for condemnation of Iraq for 
defying U.N. sanctions, the 
Security Council adopted a 
formal declaration noting 
that Iraq had transported 104 
pilgrims on an Iraqi Airways 
plane to Mecca. 

The declaration, after a 
study of the ambiguous 
terms of U.N. resolutions, 
said only that it would have 
been better for Iraq to hold 
“specific consultations” with 
the U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee before the flight. Iraq last 
week thanked the U.N. 
Security Council. 

‘The debate on this affair 
demonstrated the perfect 
understanding of Security 
Council members of the ille- 
gal position of the United 


States,” a Foreign Ministry 
official said. 

The Mecca flight was the 
first violation of U.N. sanc- 
tions by an Iraqi plane since 
the U.N. Security Council 
passed Resolution 670 on 
Sept. 25, 1990 banning Iraqi 
aircraft from flying in and 
out of the country. 

The White House warned 
Iraq Monday that it will take 
action if Baghdad violates 
the Western-imposed no-fly 
zone to bring back the pil- 
grims. 

“We certainly recognise 
the significance of the Hajj 
but there are other means and 
procedures available for the 
transportation of Hajj pil- 
grims,” White House 
spokesman Michael McCur- 
ry said. 

The U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment said, meanwhile, that it 
may consider a request to 
exempt the Hajj flights for 
humanitarian reasons. 

“We would encourage the 
government of Iraq to meet 
its own obligations under 
U.N. Security Council reso- 
lution and we will monitor 
carefully any potential viola- 
tions of the no-fly zone,” Mr. 
McCuny said. 

He said the United States 
would “respond appropriate- 
ly” to any violations. Mr. 
McCuny did not elaborate 
on what that action would be 
saying only: “We would not 
shoot down civilian heli- 
copters, obviously.” 

Meanwhile, U.S. Secre- 


tary of Defence William 
Cohen said that while Wash- 
■ ington will not allow Iraq to 
flout the no-fly zone, it may 
agree to a request for an 
exemption. 

“The Iraqis are in no posi- 
tion to give any kind of dic- 
tates to the American people, 
or NATO or the United 
Nations," Mr. Cohen told 
reporters before a meeting 
with the Czech defence min- 
ister. 

"Obviously when there are 
humanitarian issues involved 
that we would be most recep- 
tive, the United Nations 
would be receptive.” he said. 

The U.N. Security Council 
was "getting details” Mon- 
day about Baghdad 
announcement. Asked about 
Iraq’s warning, U.S. Ambas- 
sador Bill Richardson told 
reporters here: “We are get- 
ting all the details, we don’t 
have all the details yet.” 

A Western diplomat said 
that as of Friday. Iraq had not- 
sought the permission of the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee 
for the helicopter flights 
across southern Iraq from the 
Saudi border. However, the 
“no fly" zone was not set up 
by the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. 

After Iraqi forces were dri- 
ven from Kuwait in the 1991 
Gulf war, Britain, France and 
the United States set up pro- 
tection zones over northern 
Kurdish, and southern Shiite 
areas hi Iraq where they havc : 
forbidden the Iraqis to fly. 
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‘Iraqi people start to feel little change 
brought about by oil-for-food deal’ 


By Lotte Jorgensen 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

BAGHDAD — The Iraqi 
people are feeling a small 
and gradual change that is 
nevertheless substantial 
and secure with the advent 
of the era of the oil-for- 
food deal. 

In this way newly 
appointed United Nations 
Humanitarian Coordinator 
for Iraq, Staffan de Mistu- 
ra. explains the expected 
end-result of the oil-for- 
food deal struck with the 
United Nations. Food has 
been entering Iraq since the 
middle of March and the 
distribution is slowly 
beginning now. But Mr. De 
Mistura stresses the mes- 
sage of downsizing the 
expectations as to the 
effects of the U.N.-iraqi 
oil-for-food deal: 

"This is not going to sud- 
denly be a miracle change 
in life for Iraq. What we are 
talking about here, is a 
change in calorie intake, 
from 1.300 to 2.100 calo- 
ries a day per person. Fur- 
thermore we will secure the 
food supplies, at least with- 
in the period of the opera- 
tion." says Mr. De Mistura. 

For the past two months 
U.N. observers from all 
over the world have trav- 
elled through Jordan, pass- 
ing by the UNDP office in 
Amman, which has operat- 


ed as liaison office for the 
oil-for-food operation, 
organising the transport the 
last bir of the way to Bagh- 
dad: 950 kilometres by car. 
Expectations among the 
Iraqi people have been 
growing along with the 
increasing number of U.N. 
staff arriving at Baghdad, 
nourished at the same rime 
by a continuous flow of 
rumours about the food 
supplies. 

A modest food feast 

A total of about 300,000 
tonnes of food is expected 
to arrive as a result of the 
oil sales and that is a con- 
siderable increase com- 
pared to the 10,000 tonnes 
which have been arriving 
every month up until now. 

But even so, there is not 
going to be a food feast in 
Iraq, warns Mr. De Mistu- 
ra. who has a long experi- 
ence in humanitarian oper- 
ations around the world, 
including two missions to 
Iraq during the Gulf crisis. 
The food is to be distrib- 
uted through the already 
well established ration sys- 
tem, and this means that a 
slow increase in the 
amounts of food rations 
will become reality, as 
opposed to what many 
thought would be a sudden 
boom of loads of food to be 
distributed. 


Realising this could 
cause a feeling of disap- 
pointment among the Iraqi 
people, and to avoid this, 
Mr. De Mistura feels, there 
is a need for a campaign by 
the Iraqi government to 
explain the situation to peo- 
ple. once the food is there. 
However disappointment 
was already apparent when, 
last week an increase in the 
rations amounted ro only 2 
kilogrammes more than the 
previous rations of seven 
kilogrammes per person. 

How much is enough? 

The U.N. food monitors 
have been called to Bagh- 
dad to ensure that the food 
is being distributed equi- 
tably, but Mr. De Mistura 
admits that it is not yet pos- 
sible to determine whether 
food distribution according 
to rules laid down by the 
U.N. Security Council is 
adequate. 

"TTbis will be a little bit 
learnt on the spot. But why 
not start by, first of all, 
making sure, that the distri- 
bution system reaches the 
greater majority of the peo- 
ple, and that they are actu- 
ally receiving what is com- 
ing,” says Mr. De Mistura. 

"You may raise the ques- 
tion, whether those people 
in the distribution system 
are the really needy people, 
which I cannot answer 


now. But we are looking at 
many shipments coming in, 
so we do have the time to 
catch up and make adjust- 
ments if necessary," he 
continues. 

As regards to the adequa- 
cy of food, the immediate 
answer may already be 
known as a crystal clear 
"No! its not enough." 

"There will be an 
improvement, nothing 
more at this stage, we go 
step by step here." says Mr. 
De Mistura. 

The same strategy seems 
to apply to the question, 
whether the oil-for-food 
operation will be the first 
step towards easing the 
sanctions on Iraq. As far as 
Mr. De Mistura is con- 
cerned, the oil-for food 
deal is a purely humanitari- 
an operation. But he is very 
optimistic regarding an 
extension of the operation: 

"If the Iraqi government, 
the U.N., the international 
community and all of us 
here in Baghdad, prove that 
the operation is viable and 
working, that should be a 
very strong argument for 
saying at least, let us con- 
tinue the operation. Also, 
because there has been 
some delays, so when you 
catch up late, there is an 
argument for catching up 
further. But really, anything 
can happen." he concludes. 


Composer, singer 
Sayed Mekkawi dies 


CAIRO (AP) — Blind com- 
poser and singer Sayed 
Mekkawi, whose television 
operetta ‘’The Big Night” 
has been sung by millions of 
Egyptians and Arabs since 
the 1960s, has died at 69. 
Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency reported Monday. 

The agency did not say 
when Mekkawi died and his 
family could not immediate- 
ly be reached. His funeral 
was due later Monday. 

Mekkawi was in Lebanon 
last month to sing in a con- 
cert. but was admitted to hos- 
pital with severe pneumonia. 
He was later flown back to 
Egypt to continue his treat- 
ment. 

Mekkawi. who was blind 
since childhood and was 
never seen in public without 
his trademark black glasses, 
enjoyed a laige following in 
the Arab World, where he 
sang in numerous concerts in 
his gruff but pleasant voice 
as he strummed the lute. 

His standing as one of the 
most gifted Arab music com- 
posers this century was con- 
firmed when Egypt’s late 
singing diva Um Kalthoum 
sang ‘‘Oh, you who made 
me lose sleep” in the 1960s 
for which he wrote the 
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14:05 Cartoon — Budgie-The 
Little Helicopter 

14:30 _ Grimmy 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 Super Sports Rallies 

16:30 Dog House 

17:00 Presenting for the "Hisit of it 

17:15 The Album Show 

18:00 .French Programmes 

19:30 -...News Headlines 

19:35 ....Comedy — The Office 

20:00 .Tilt 

20:30 - Encounter 

21:10 The Nature of Things 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Snowy River 

23:00 Mission Impossible 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:32. Fajr 

05:55 (Sunrise) Duha 

12:34 Dhuhr 

16:12 ‘Asr 

19:13- .Maghreb 

20:36 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 

661757. 

Tferra San eta Church TeL 



music. 

Mekkawi, however, will 
always be remembered by 
his most popular work, the 
operetta ' The Big Night,” 
which portrays simple Egyp- 
tians celebrating a religious 
feast. 

More than 30 years after its 
first screening by Egyptian 
television, the operetta 
remains a favourite with TV 
viewers and its sound track 
has sold millions of copies. 

Another famous work sung 
by Mekkawi is his patriotic 
rendition “'The Earth talks in 
Arabic.” 

Mekkawi is survived by his 
wife and two daughters. 


Only 16 Indians 
dead after Hajj fire 
— Indian diplomat 

MECCA (AFP) — Sixteen Indians are dead and 179 
missing from the fire that swept through the camps of 
Muslim pilgrims last week near the holy city of Mecca, 
an Indian diplomat said Monday. 

At least 343 pilgrims died and 1,537 were injured in 
the massive blaze Tuesday in a camp in Mina, just 
south of Mecca, according to an official Saudi toll as 
authorities snuggled to identify the nationalities of vic- 
tims. 

“So far. 179 Indians are missing and 16 others have 
been identified among those who died,” said Geoige 
Joseph, a senior official at the Indian embassy in 
Riyadh. 

He added that 123 have been counted as injured in the 
Mecca hospitals. 

They will have the priority on the return flights,” he 
said. 

The counting process began Sunday as pilgrims head- 
ed home after the week-long Hajj, to Islam's holiest 
sites, with officials checking their names against lists of 
those who arrived in Saudi Arabia. 

Return flights to India were set to begin Monday but 
pilgrims had to check in at Jeddah’s airport, south of 
Mecca, 24 hours before their flight 

“We have decided to count the pilgrims at the bus ter- 
minal in Mecca, it is easier than in Jeddah, where they 
could disperse,” Mr. Joseph said. 

Indian officials said they feared that more than 600 
pilgrims had lost their lives in the inferno. 

Most of the victims of the fire, started by a gas canis- 
ter used for cooking, are believed to have come from 
India and Pakistan. The fire incinerated 70,000 tents. 


Released 

Hamas 

leader 

opposes 

reconciling 

with Arafat 


GAZA (AFP) — A found- 
ing leader of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) who was released 
over the weekend after 
more than three years in an 
Israeli jail declared his 
opposition Monday to any 
reconciliation with Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian 

authority. 

“There is no common 
ground between Hamas 
and the Palestinian author- 
ity,” said Abdul Aziz 
Rantissi in an interview 
from home in the Khan 
Younis refugee camp in 
the southern Gaza strip. 

Mr. Rantissi said he 
opposed a decision by 
some Hamas leaders to 
attend a national reconcili- 
ation conference between 
all main Palestinian fac- 
tions organised by Mr. 
Arafat in Feburaiy. 

“I would only agree to 
such a national dialogue if 
its aim was to prevent 
bloodshed between Pales- 
tinians,” Mr. Rantissi told 
AFP. 

But he said Ins move- 
ment must remain 
opposed to the partial self- 
rule peace agreements 
signed by Mr. Arafat with 
Israel. 

“Islam prohibits recogni- 
tion of IsraeL Palestine 


f 




Abdul Aziz Ai Rantissi, the spokesman for Hamas deportees in Lebanon in 1992 and 
one of the top leaders of Hamas in Gaza, talks on the phone to a friend who called to 
congratulate him on Monday. Rantes was released Sunday night from an Israeli jail 
.after three and half years (Reuters photo) 


must be returned to the 
Palestinians.” said Mr. 
Rantissi at 50. 

The Islamic militant 


returned home to Gaza on 
Sunday after being 
released from an Israeli 
prison. He had been 


detained by Israel for 
42 months without trial 
for belonging to a “hostile 
organisation.” 


Israelis observe Passover despite political scandaK 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Setting 
aside politics for a few 
hours, observant Israelis 
scrubbed their homes, 
waited in long supermarket 
lines and burned bread 
crumbs Monday ahead of 
the Passover holiday that 
celebrates the Israelites’ 
delivery from slavery in 
Egypt 

Holiday preparations 
were overshadowed by an 
influence-peddling scandal 
in Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
government, with prosecu- 
tors saying the prime min- 
ister’s behaviour in the 
appointment of a crony as 
attorney general raised 
“bewildering questions" 
but that they lacked evi- 
dence to indict him. 

Mr. Netanyahu decided 
to avoid the sting of further 
controversy and cancelled 
plans to celebrate Monday 
evening’s festive Passover 
meal, or Seder, at an air 
force base. Soldiers had 
complained the visit would 
have kept them from going 
home for the holiday. 


Observant Jews thor- 
oughly clean their houses 
before Passover to make 
sure no traces of “hametz,” 
or yeast products, remain. 

In Jerusalem’s Ultra- 
Orthodox Mea Sbearim 
(Hundred Songs) district, 
bonfires burned on the 
sidewalks as Jews in tradi- 
tional black coats and hats 
threw bread, telephone 
books and anything else 
that might contain yeast 
into the flames. 

During the eight-day hol- 
iday. Jews traditionally 
abstain from yeast prod- 
ucts, including bread and 
beer, to commemorate the 
hasty departure of the 
Israelites who had no time 
to let their bread rise before 
* the trip out of Egypt 

Politicians frequently 
referred to the ancient story 
Monday in dealing with 
Israel’s modern-day politi- 
cal scandal. Yossi Sand, 
head of the opposition 
Meretz Party, referred to 
the prime minister and 
government as “hametz" 


and demanded he be indict- 
ed. 

Trade Minister Natan 
Sharansky, whose party. 
Israel Ben Aliya, decided 
to remain in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s " coalition, 
said: “We have all come 
out of Egypt and now we 
need to see how we can get 
over this to return to gov- 
erning." 

Other Israelis also took 
the long view. 

Eva Zadok. an English 
teacher from the northern 
town of Naze re ih IHit, said 
that although the scandal 
had serious ramifications, 
it did not keep her from 
cleaning out her cupboards 
and washing the floors. 

“We have prepared for 
Passover in the midst of 
wars. One is a continuation 
of tradition, the other is, in 
perspective, a minor politi- 
cal hiccup,” said Ms. 
Zadok. 

The major supermarket 
chains reported record 
sales and shoppers waited 
in long lines despite extra 
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622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
mem of Meteorology 
Khamasini weather conditions 
will prevail during die next three 
days. It will be hot, dry. and 
dust}’ during the day and warm 
at night with winds southeaster- 
ly to eastwesrerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, it will be warm 
and dusty, winds northerly mod- 
erate, and seas cairn. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 


15/31 

20/36 

14/34 


Jordan Valley -1S/36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 28, Aqaba 34 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 25 per 
cent. Aqaba 17 per cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyin 748563 

De Mukhles Mazahrah 820425 
Dt MuntherAlQraini —779959 
Dn Abdul Hadi Tayyira „620115 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy ....637055 
Al Salami pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 
Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. MazenAbu Bakir 276852 
Al Quds pharmacy X , — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah AJ Safarini -987565 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


emergencies 

Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Dept ..._J 561 1 1 1 
Ovfl Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency - 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 


637777 

Fire Brigade — .617101 

Blood Bank •_ 775121 

Highway Police .843402 

Jfraffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints >..605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls -0J0230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs 623101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs 

661301 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority ..... 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight formation 
0853200 

Queen Alia Inti Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

KhaKdi Maternity. .... 64428 1/6 

Akfleh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 


Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani ....607071 
Shmesani Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

ALMuasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-AhH, Ahdah 664164/6 

Italian, ALMuhqjreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir 775111/26 

Army, Marika -89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amai Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery .—865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Um Sina Hospital _(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID; 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Urn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

08:15 — Sanaa (RJ) 


1025 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

l(k55 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

11:05 -Beirut (RJ) 

11:15 .Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:25 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

I2KX) ..-..Manchester (add) (RJ) 

17:20. -...Cairo (RJ) 

17:30. London (RJ) 

18:30 ...Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 
19:10 Sbarm Al Sheikh ladd) (RJ) 

20-30 Jeddah (add) iRJ) 

21:50 Sharm Al Sheikh (add) (RJ) 

23:25 . — -...Frankfurt (RJ] 

23:59 J’laris (.add) (RJ) 

00:10 -Brussels (add) (RJ) 

00:45 Paris (add) (RJ) 

06:10 Jeddah (add)(RJ) 

06:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

06:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other F lights 

06:05 .London, Damascus (BA) 

13:00 .Riyadh (SV) 

14:40 -.Munich lYP) 

18:05 -...Kiev (LU) 

19:15 ....Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

21:10 ... Cairo (MS) 

21:30 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:50 Aden (IY) 

23:35 Xamaca (CY) 

01:25 Jakarta (GA) 

03:00 Rome (AZ) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:20 v -Beirut (RJ) 

09:00 Aqaba (add) { RJ ) 

09:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
12:15 Vienna, Brussels (RJ) 


12:20 ..Aqaba. Paris (add) (RJ) 
13:00 — .Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 
13:00 .Amsterdam. London (RJ) 

13:00 Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:30 Amster dam. Montreal 
Toronto (RJ) 

13:45 .Frankfurt (RJ) 

15:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

lfirfJO Sham Al Sheikh (add) (RJ) 
18:50 Sharm Al Sheikh (add) (RJ) 

21:20 —Jeddah (RJ) 

22:00 — Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
22:15 Abu Dhabi, Jakarta (add) (RJ) 
22^0 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

23:20 Laranca (RJ) 

01:00 Jeddah (two flights) (add) (RJ) 

OLIO — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

02:15 Damascus (RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:55 -Damascus. London fKJ) 

0*30 -Riyadh (SV) 

15:30 Munich (YP) 

1*05 .Kiev (LU) 

20:15 — Dubai (EK) 

22:30 ...» — Cairo (MS) 

22:50 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:50 Aden (IY) 

OI : 55 Bucharest (ROj 

02^> London (GA) 

0*3° Amsterdam (KL) 

<*00. — Athens (OA) 

04:00- Rome ( AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

°Z :0 ° -Aqaba (RWi 

17:15 Tel Aviv (RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 


workers hired to pack bags 
and work as cashiers. Ruth 
Shaked, advertising man- 
ager of the Supersol chain, 
said shoppers were reward- 
ed with gifts for large pur- 
chases. 

. , “Lotions, wines, and 
even China sets were given 
away to encourage shop- 
pers," said Ms. Shaked, 
“But among our religious 
clients our, biggest seller 
was aluminum foil to cover 
their Kosherised counter 
tops.” 

In Jerusalem's Mahane 
Yehuda market. Rafai 
Dudush. a mother of six, 
said she had been shopping 
for two days. “I have spent 
1,000 shekels ($300) on 
food... I am tired, I shop 
and clean and shop and 
clean,” said Ms. Dadush. 

The army, meanwhile, 
reimposed a full closure on 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip for the duration of the j 
holiday, barring all Pales- " 
ti Qians living there from 
entering Israel. 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 a-m . every 
Monday 

Art Damascus 5:00 pm. every ! 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO am. 
every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pjn. every 
Sunday 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Apple 

...700/500 

^nnffiflO 

Banana (imported - ).... 

...950/700 

Cabbaee 

nn/70 

Carrot - 

200/150 

Cauliflower. 

...180/100 

Cucumber (large) 

,...250/130 

Cucumber (small) 

...40022° 

Eggplant 

JJ00/120 

Fava beans 

J50/2OO 

Garlic (Green) 

..J50250 

Grape fruit 

..230/16° 

Lemon 

...670/400 


Marrow (large) „..25M20; 

Marrow (small ) 400/25° ' 

Onion (green) 230ft 30 

Onion (dry ) 400/200 


Peas 

550/350 

570/400 

Pepper (sweet) 

650400 

Potato 

430/200 

Spinach 

240/150 

String beans 

7 

Tomato 

.310/140. 
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Women’s association to showcase Pakistani art I Prime minister addresses issue 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under the patronage of 
HRH Princess Sarvath A1 Hassan, the 
Pakisran Women’s Association (PWA) 
is scheduled to hold an aits exhibition 
on April 28 and 29. to raise funds for 
the Young Muslim Women’s Associa- 
tion (YMWA). 

The exhibition, to be held at the 
Amman Marriot Hotel, will display 
distinctive an including jewellery, 
textiles, handicrafts and evening wear 
— all of Pakistani origin. 

The PWA has been organising an 
annual exhibition with a different 
emphasis each year. 

Last year, the theme was high-qual- 
ity furniture, this year it will be jew- 
ellery with Middle Eastern character, 
due to great public demand. Fawzia 
Kurdi a member of the association 
said. 

Renowned Pakistani jewellers 
Shamim Rahem and Abdullah are par- 
ticipating with their work displayed in 
the exhibition. 

Other well-known participating 
Pakistani artists are Shahida Khan, a 
textile designer who will display her 
work once more this year after 
demand for her work followed her 
exhibition of 1986 in Ai Hussein 
Sport City. 

Ms. Khan will display bed covers, 
pillows, silk-screens and tapestries, 
all utilising fine Pakistani fabrics. 

Evening wear designed by Pakistani 
designer of French origin, Florence, 
will also be showcased. 

While designing her line, Florence 
kept cognisant of Jordanian trends, 
keeping her clothes western or semi- 
western. Dodi Tabbaa. member of the 
association explained. 

Ms. Tabbaa. is participating in the 
exhibition as an artist as weiC with a 
wearable art series of 100 per cent 
Pakistani cotton T-shirts with laser 
printed coloured crayon designs. 

The All Pakistani Women's Associ- 
ation (APWA) enhances village arts 
and crafts of which we are showcas- 
ing furniture and ethnic works. Ms. 
■Kurdi explained. 



Under the patronage of HRH Princess Sarvath AI Hassan, the Pakistan 
Women's Association (PWA) is to hold an arts exhibition on April 28 and 29, 
to raise funds for the Young Muslim Women's Association (YMWA).The above 
illustration typifies some of the art, jewellery and textiles to be displayed. 


This comes as a combined effort to 
help the needy in Pakistan and Jordan, 
she added. 

The Special Education Centre for 
the Disabled will also be participating 
in the exhibition to display their annu- 
al accomplishments. 

This annual April exhibition of 
high-quality materials is the result of 


over a year's work, aiming to raise 
funds to help the poor and disabled 
children in Jordan. Ms. Kurdi 
affirmed. 

The YMWA is a non-profit volun- 
tary organisation, founded in 1972 
and chaired by HRH Princess Sarvath 
AI Hassan which aims to help the dis- 
abled and needy. 


14 die in incidents over holiday weekend 


By Rana Husseini 

Special ip the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A total of 14 people, including six children, 
died in accidents over the- holiday weekend^ according to 
police and Civil Defence Department (CDD) reports. 

Six people, including three children, were fatally hit by 
cars during the holiday, reports said. 

In the Rewished area, a five-month old child was killed 
after being run over by a tank trunk, driven by a 27-year old 
man. official reports said. 

The report stated that the child, Firial Ramadan, was 
behind the tank trunk which backed up, ignorant of the 
child's presence. 

Traffic officials maintained that the driver of the tank 
truck, identified as R.M., did not bear a drivers licence and 
was at fault for inattention while driving. 

In Zarqa an eight-year old girl, identified us Areen 
Ibrahim, was killed after a bus hit her. 

In Amman, a five-year old child, identified as Moham- 
mad Wulid, died after being struck by a vehicle in Jabal 
Hussein, the reports said. 

The three other people killed in similar incidents in 
Balqa Aqaba and Amman were identified as Mohammad 
Sayah Mohammad, 46. Yassin Obeid. 23. and J&ssem 
Mohammad. 

In other road accidents reported in the Kingdom, four 
people, including one child, were killed. 

Reports identified the deceased as Jihad Abdul Ruhman. 


24, killed in Balqa; Abber Hamed Mitlek. 13. killed in 
Karak: Khalid S., 60. killed in the Badia area; and Mohaxn-> 
mad H. t 25. who 'was' lulled in ’a’ -car collision in the 
Shmeisani neighbourhood of Amman. : 

In other incidents, a 26-year old man was killed through 
an accidental electrocution in Aqaba, die reports said. 

According to the reports, the victim, identified only as 
H.A., was holding a ladder attached to a crane, and when 
the crane lifted the ladder, it struck electric wires causing 
electric waves ro be conducted through the ladder, killing 
the victim. 

In Trbid, the CDD reported that an 10-year-old child 
drowned in the King Abdullah Canal. 

The deceased, identified as Jalal Subhi. fell in the canal 
while on a picnic with his family, the report said. 

In Zarqa, a 16-month old child, who was eating a sand- 
wich. choked to death, police reports said. 

According to the reports. Anas M. was eating falafel and 
bread when a bite stuck in his throat and he choked. 

“Anas’ mother tried to rescue him by hitring his back but 
was unable to save him,” the report said. 

In the Rashid suburb of Amman, an 1 1 -year old child was 
killed when a tyre hit her head, the reports said. 

The victim. Sabrin Udwan, was sitting in her back-yard 
when the incident occurred, the report said. 

A 23-year old man was changing one of his vehicle’s 
tyres, and had it parked on a hill, according to the report 

"One of the tyres rolled down the street and struck the 
child, killing her instantly.” the report said. 


UNICEF official to arrive in Jordan 

AMMAN l J.T.) — Deputy Executive Director for Exter- 
nal Relations of the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) Stephen Lewis is due in Amman today on a 
three-day visit to Jordan to discuss development-related 
issues, the condition of Palestinian refugees, the role of 
women in development and children's needs. Mr. Lewis is 
expected to meet with Her Majesty Queen Noor. HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan and hold talks with ministers of 
planning, foreign affairs and social development. 


U.S. ambassador, minister meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — U.S. Ambassador to Jordan, Wesley 
Egan Monday met Minister of Social Development 
Mohammad Kheir Mamser and expressed the U.S. gov- 
ernment's readiness to extend financial and other assis- 
tance to Jordan to help implement social development 
programmes. The two also discussed the work of a 29- 
member group of the Peace Corps. The team will be arriv- 
ing in Amman shortly to commence two years of work 
slated to commence in May. They will also be offering 
volunrary assistance to ministry’ institutions as well as the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social Development (QAF) and the 
Noor al Hussein Foundation (NHF). Mr Mamser briefed 
the ambassador on his ministry’s plans to deal with social 
problems in Jordan, including unemployment, poverty 
and programmes for disabled persons. 

Dec. 7 named Arab Family Day 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social Development 
Mohammad Kheir Mamser Monday announced that 
December 7 of each year will be observed as Arab Fami- 
ly Day in implementation of a resolution taken by rhe 
Arab League Ministers of Social Development Council in 
1995. He told rhe ministry planning committee that he 
formed o special committee ro work out a programme to 
be executed in observance of the day, grouping represen- 
tatives of private and public sector institutions. The min- 


ister also said that he was dealing with areas of weakness- 
es in his administration but would not retire any staff - 
member except upon his or her initiative. 

OIC official to hold talks in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Secretary General of the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) Abdul Latif 
Laraki is Thursday due in Amman in a tour of the Arab 
region. He is scheduled to hold talks with Jordanian 
government leaders on issues of concern to the Islam- 
ic world, regional developments and the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 

Students take Tawjihi exam 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 12,696 students in voca- 
tional training government schools Monday took the 
first of a four-day practical examination session of the 
General Tawjihi Examination for 1997. The students 
have been trained in industrial, agricultural, commer- 
cial. nursing, hotel management and domestic econo- 
my Fields. The examination was organised at 252 voca- 
tional schools around the country. 

U.S. official arrives in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — First Deputy Assistant to the U.S. 
Secretary of Defence Fredrick Smith Monday arrived 
here on a several-day official visit during which he will 
meet with senior Jordanian officials. Mr. Smith was 
received at Queen Alia International Airport by Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Abdul 
Hafez Marei Kaabneh and other senior military staff. 

10,255 visit Petra over holiday 

AMMAN (Petra) — Approximately, 10,225 visitors, 
including 2,740 Jordanians, visited Petra during the 
’Eid Al Adha holiday, according to Petra Antiquities 
Office sources. According the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities, tourism to several sites was heightened 
during the holiday. 


of civil servant accountability 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Monday maintained 
that his government is 
determined to hold 
accountable any civil ser- 
vants w-ho prove to have 
neglected their duty and 
impeded progress. 

During a visit to the Min- 
istry of Water and Irriga- 
tion where he met with 
Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Munther Haddadin 
and senior staff. Dr. Majali 
stated that some parts of 
the public administration 
system are affected by 
weak employee perfor- 
mances, calling for prompt 
action. 

“The government will 
display its appreciation for 
competent workers while 
others who are not Fit to 
fulfil their duty should 
leave their positions either 
voluntarily or by force as 
we are passing through a 
stage which does not toler- 
ate incompetent or unfit 
workers,’’ he declared. 

“We are living in an age 
which tolerates neither 
delay nor time wasting and 
we face a world which 
shows no mercy for incom- 
petent people," he added, 
calling on civil servants to 
labour in a serious and 
responsible manner fol- 
lowing the directives of 
His Majesty King Hussein 
who. he said, exemplifies a 
mentor for others to follow 
through his endeavours 
and relentless efforts 
designed to make Jordan a 
model to be emulated. 

In his letter of designa- 
tion to the prime minister 
on March 19. King Hussein 
directed the new govem- 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Monday visits the Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation to discuss issues pertaining to pubb'c sector accountability, inefficiency and 
remedies pertaining to such with Minister of Water and Irrigation Munther Had- 
dadin and senior staff (Petra photo) 


ment to rid public institu- 
tions of inefficiency, slug- 
gishness and stagnation so 
as to develop and mod- 
ernise the public adminis- 
tration system. ■ 

"We must- base our plan 
on objectivity and must 
search for qualified, ener- 
getic. loyal and honourable 
citizens and appoint them 
in die proper places 
enabling them to use their 
potential in the service of 
the homeland." the King 
had said in his letter. 

“We are not trying to 
limit people’s livelihood 
nor harm anyone but we 
seek to get rid of all ele- 
ments which might impede 
our progress." according to 


King Hussein. 

Emphasising that the 
government encourages 
decentralisation, the prime 
minister urged ministry 
engineers to personally 
inspect all areas that 
require attention and offer 
better services to the pub- 
lic. 

Noting that the govern- 
ment is in the process of 
creating a special institu- 
tion for the rehabilitation 
and training of rhe Jordan- 
ian workforce, the prime 
minister admonished civil 
servants to learn from their 
mistakes and set a good 
example in dealing with 
the public. 

Dr. Haddadin told the 


prime minister that the 
Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation holds a serious 
responsibility and that 
ministry staff has now 
realised the requirements 
of the present and future 
stage. 

He maintained that the 
ministry will soon finalise 
a plan of action to help in 
overcoming impediments 
to professional perfor- 
mances. 

Dr. Majali answered 
questions from ministry 
senior officials concerning 
their work and stressed that 
the government supports 
the performance and plans 
of competent and responsi- 
ble workers. 


‘Premier discusses reduction of oil prices with Iraq’ 



AMMAN. (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali is reported to have 
told Parliament before the 
’Eid Al Adha holiday that 
Jordan has asked Iraq to 
reduce the price of oil sold 
to the Kingdom and 
received an encouraging 
response. 

Dr. Majali was quoted by 
the Arabic weekly Shihan 
as informing deputies at a 
meeting on April 14, that he 
discussed the possible oil 
price reduction with Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz shortly after the 
formation of the new gov- 
ernment. 

Last January, Iraq agreed 
to supply Jordan with 32 
million barrels of oil worth 
$625 million for the fiscal 
year of 1997. 

Of the total, it was stipu- 
lated that $300 million 
wortii of oil would be allot- 
ted free of charge and that 
Jordan would receive $255 


million worth of oil in food 
and medicine exports and 
register $70 million of the 
oil as partial payment of 
Iraqi debts to the Kingdom. 

Jordan also agreed to 
increase the price it will 
pay for Iraqi oil this year to 
$19.10 per barrel as com- 
pared to last year's agreed- 
upon sum of SI5.I3. The 
increase in price and quan- 
tity would result in a net 
increase of $70 million in 
Jordan’s oil bill for this 
year. 

Dr. Majali was also quot- 
ed by Shihan as informing 
the assembled deputies that 
the U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright had 
remonstrated to His 
Majesty King Hussein in 
Washington in regards to a 
remark by Dr. MajaU. 

Dr. Majali was respond- 
ing to Ms. Albright's state- 
ment that the United States 
was ready to cooperate with 
the Iraqi people only upon 


the termination of the pre- 
sent regime in Baghdad. 

Dr. MajaU had described 
this affirmation as interfer- 
ence in Iraq's internal 
affairs. 

However, according to 
Shihan, at a meeting in 
Washington, Dr. Majali told 
the U.S. secretary of state 
that he stood by his remarks 
as both the United Nations 
and the Unired States* call 
for non-interference by any 
country in the internal 
affairs of another. 

Shihan cited informed 
parliamentary sources for 
its report and further quoted 
that the premier as telling 
deputies that in his dealings 
with the IsraeUs he pre- 
ferred (Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin) Netanyahu 
over (former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon) Peres and 
that Jordan is following the 
peace process as it has no 
other alternative. 

In reference to the elec- 


tions law. Dr.- Majali was 
quoted as informing the 60 
deputies present at the 
meeting that the govern- 
ment is planning to issue a 
new law within three 
months. 

This will be submitted ro 
the deputies, according to 
the premier, but the elec- 
tions will be based on the 
one-person, one-vote sys- 
tem as was the case in the 
1993 general elections. 

Finally, according to Shi- 
han, the prime minister 
informed the deputies 
regarding imminent gov- 
ernment plans for the reha- 
bilitation of public adminis- 
tration employees in a bid 
to redress inefficiency. 

Dr. Majali outlined plans 
for the rehabilitation and 
training of Jordanian work- 
ers to replace foreign work- 
ers through a special firm lo 
which, he said, both the pri- 
vate and public sectors will 
contribute. 


‘Measles on the increase in parts of Kingdom’ 


SALT iJ.T.) — Director of 
the Department of Health in 
the Balqa govemorate, 
Samir Awamleh reported 
Monday that 56 cases of 
measles appeared among 
children in the Balqa gover- 
nors te in the first three 
months of this year. 

The measles virus rapidly 
spreads through touch 
urine, and the atmosphere, 
he explained. 

InfUcted persons often 
have high temperatures 
with white spots on the skin 
surrounded by red circles 
and a rash on the face 
and/or body, he added. 

In order to control the 
spread of the disease. Dr. 


Awamleh maintained that 
his department has imple- 
mented a wide-scale immu- 
nisation programme as well 
as tallying measles cases as 
pan of a national campaign 
to Fight the disease. 

Earlier this month. Dr. 
Saad Kharabsheh. director 
of the disease control 
department at the Ministry 
of Health, maintained that 
several govemorates in Jor- 
dan have recently wit- 
nessed a noticeable 

increase in the number of 
measles cases among 

school-aged children. 

Affirming that the min- 
istry is carefully monitoring 
the outbreaks, Dr. Kharab- 


sheh stated that the ministry 
had been expecting the epi- 
demic as outbreaks of die 
virus have occurred on a 
regular partem in 1984. 19SS 
and 1993. 

He was responding to 
press reports that 550 
measles cases have 
appeared in the Jerash gov- 
ernorate alone this year. 

The outbreaks used to 
occur among children aged 
from one month ro one and 
a half years, according to 
Dr. Kharabsheh, but has 
started to appear among 
older children. 

He stated that mortality 
rates among infected chil- 
dren have diminished great- 


ly and that the Ministry of 
Health is effecting cam- 
paigns against the disease. 

Dr. Awamleh maintained 
that previous to the national 
immunisation campaign, 
which started in the mid- 
1970s. measles used to 
spread at an epidemic level 
among children with a 
resultant high mortality rate 
among those infected. 

He added that the Min- 
istry of Health is striving to 
eradicate measles and polio 
by the year 2000 and that 
children between IS and 24 
months are being given an 
additional support dose to 
protect them against 
measles. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


E1LM 

*'The Hunchback of 
Notre Darae” at the British 
Council, Jabal Amman at 
6:00 pjn. 

EXHIBITIONS 

♦Easter egg hunt at the 
Jordan Design and. Trade 
Centre of Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation, off Wadi Saqra 


(Tel. 699141/2). until April 
28. 

♦Works ■■ by Lebanese 
plastic artists at Hamourabi 
Arts Gallery. Gardens 
Street (Tel. 553609S), until 
April 24: 

♦Exhibition of frescoes 
of Jordanian mosaics and 
Fayum portraits by 
Dorothy Mango at the Jor-' 
dan Arts and Crafts Cen- 
tre/Artisana. Jabal Amman. 


Second Circle (Tel. 
647858), until May 10. 

" ^Exhibition by the; -San 
Francisco-based Palestin- 
ian- American architectural 
photographer Said Hisham 
Nuseibeh entitled “The 
Farthest Mosque," at Darat 
Ai Funuri. Jabal Weibdeh. 
until May 8. Also display- 
ing works by contemporary 
Arab artists. . 

* Painti ngs by Vian 


Shamounki at the Jordan 
Plastic ■ Art ' Association, 
Jabal Weibdeh; until April 
25 (TeL 623297). 

•Paintings by Yassin AI 
Mohammadani at the Ori- 
ent Gallery. Shmeisani 
(Tel. 681303),. until April 
28. • 

^Paintings by Patricia 
■ ChateJam.at the. French. 
Cultural.; Centre,. Jabal; 
Weibdeh. until April 27. 
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Italians deploying in Albanian 
rebel port get warm welcome 


VLORE. Albania (AFP) — 
Italian forces deploying in 
this rebel-held town for the 
first time received a loud 
and warm welcome Mon- 
day as they disembarked 
from troop carriers and 
moved to secure the har- 
bour. 

Hundreds of Albanians 
gathered in the main square 
of the battered port before 
walking to the Quayside to 
greet the Italians. As they 
moved en masse towards 
the Italian ships in the har- 
bour they chanted the name 
of their town in unison, 
"Viorel Viorel" 

The Italians are the first 
units of the multi-national 
force which began arriving 
in Albania a week ago to set 
up camp in a rebel-held part 
of -the country. All other 
deployments have been in 
the north or the capital. 

Tirana- 

Several hundred Italian 
troops and dozens of ar- 
moured personnel carriers 
began unloading early Mon- 
day morning. Earlier two 
Italian naval vessels, an am- 
phibious craft, the San 
Giusto. and the Vitorio 
Veneto, arrived off-shore 
around dawn and sar outside 
the port. 

The soldiers took up 


defensive positions around 
the harbour to secure the 
area while the other troops 
disembarked. A few curious 
locals gathered to watch the 
initial activity. Other Italian 
troops arrived by land from 
the nearest government- 
held town. Fier, some 30 ki- 
lometres to the north. They 
will be joined later Monday 
by some 130 Greek troops. 

Italy leads the 6,000- 
strong force, just over half of 
which has already been 
deployed in the country. The 
total force for Vlore will 
number some 700 soldiers. 

"There have been no hos- 
tilities. One could say that 
they have welcomed us 
calmly," the Italian news 
agency, ANSA quoted an 
officer with the troops as 
stating. The agency also 
quoted a local Albanian 
leader. Medin Xhelilil, head 
of the vlore district council 
who was the first to come to 
port. He told the Italian 
agency that a large rally 
would be organised "be- 
cause we want to welcome 
our Greek and Italian 
friends who have come to 
help Vlore." 

Soon after his arrival, the 
Italian commander of the 
force in Vlore, General 
Girolamo Gilio, met with 


local leaders, port officials 
and Vlore police chief, 
Milto Kordha. 

Mr. Kordha told AFP af- 
terwards that he had pro- 
mised that “the local author- 
ity and police are ready to 
collaborate with the multi- 
national force.” Earlier in 
April there was some con- 
cern over sending Italian 
troops into the port because 
of a wave of anti-Italian 
feeling here following the 
sinking of an Albanian 
refugee ship off Italy in late 
March. 

More than 80 people died, 
many of them from Vlore, 
when their overloaded ves- 
sel collided with an Italian 
naval ship trying to stop it 
reaching Italian shores. Italy 
had wanted to put a stop to 
the flow of refugees from 
Albania. Since the unrest 
began, more than 13,000 
Albanians have sought 
refuge in Italy. 

Vlore kicked out govern- 
ment officials in March dur- 
ing violent street protests 
that escalated into an armed 
insurrection which rapidly 
spread across southern 
Albania. 

Groups raided weapons 
depots as the Albanian army 
melted 'away and police hid 
in their homes. So-called 


salvation committees have 
come to power since in sev- 
eral towns but they have 
been no match for the 
groups of well-armed ban- 
dits who have terrorised 
locals. 

While food is available in 
vlore and other rebel towns, 
prices are high and security 
for traders not always guar- 
anteed. One of the main 
tasks of the multinational 
force will be to protect aid 
deliveries to the areas. 

However, one Greek de- 
fence source in Tirana said 
he did not expect there to be 
any trouble with the local 
population. “They need us,” 
he said. "They don’t have 
control in the port, andjhey 
need food and security." 

The official Albanian 
news agency, ATA, reported 
Monday that 350 Spanish 
troops disembarked at the 
northern port of Shengjin. in 
northern Albania, seven 
days after a similar sized 
group landed in the republic 
last week. 

Members of the Italian- 
led multinational force to 
safeguard aid deliveries in 
Albania, the Spanish units 
will be deployed in several 
northern locations including 
nearby Shkoder, 80 kilome- 
tres north of Tirana. 


N. Korean defector information to be shared — Seoul 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea Monday said 
information gleaned from a 
top-ranking North Korean 
de-fector will be shared with 
its allies but that it may be a 
while before U.S. intelli- 
gence could debrief him. 
“Our basic position is that 
we will share the 
information from Hwang 
Jang-Yop with our allies," 
Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Lee Kyu-Hyong 
told AFP. But he said it was 
premature to discuss the 
possibility of U.S. officers 
debriefing Mr. Hwang them- 
selves, as security officials 
said they were letting the 
74-year-old defector rest. 

He will not be interrogated 
until "he has considerably 
adapted himself to the 
lifestyle here" and had time 
to resL said the main gov- 
ernment intelligence organi- 
sation. the Agency for Na- 
tional Security Planning 
(NSPA). 

The officials were speak- 
ing a day after Hwang ar- 
rived in the South from the 
Philippines, ending a 67-day 
saga which saw him spirited 
to a secret hideout in the 
Philippines after seeking 


asylum at Seoul’s Bei-jing 
consulate on Feb. 12. 

Seoul, Washington and 
Tokyo believe he is a walk- 
ing intelligence gold-mine 
on the reclusive Communist 
state, where he was a senior 
official and from which he 
became the highest-ranking 
defector ever to come south. 

The NSPA said hwang and 
fellow defector Kim Duk- 
Hong spent their first day in 
a safe house at an undis- 
closed location reading 
newspaper coverage of their 
arrival. 

Hwang walked around the 
house and discussed what 
little of Seoul he had been 
able to see from the window 
of his Limousine on the 
drive from the airport after 
his arrival, it said. 

But it gave no indication 
of whether Hwang had also 
read reports carried by the 
Kookmin and Joongang 
dailies that some 100 of his 
relatives, friends and associ- 
ates in the north had been 
purged as a result of his 
defection. 

The Kookmin daily quot- 
ed sources travelling to 
China from North Korea as 
saying Hwang's eldest son 


had been kicked out of his 
job and expelled from the 
capital city of Pyongyang. 

"Details (on the question- 
ing of Hwang.) have not 
been decided and it is pre- 
mature to discuss the issue, 
but indications are that it 
may be possible for them 
(U.S. intelligence officers) 
at the appropriate time,” the 
Foreign Ministry official 
said. 

He added it was not his 
place to comment on a state- 
ment made by U.S. Defence 
Secretary Wiliam Cohen 
that he had been assured by 
Seoul of access to Hwang. 
Mr. Cohen told NBC televi- 
sion that on his recent trip to 
South Korea he “was 
assured the United States 
also will have access to this 
defector to find out more 
about what’s in the hearts 
and minds of the Korean 
leadership.” at the time of 
Mr. Cohen’s visit. Foreign 
Ministry officials said it 
might be possible for U.S. 
officials to debrief the elder- 
ly defector after South 
Korean officials questioned 
him, saying a joint debrief- 
ing would be “inappropri- 
ate.” Hwang said on arrival 


here that the North Korean 
juche (self reliance) ideolo- 
gy had failed, its people 
were starving and that he 
believed the north might 
resort to war. 

Once ranked 13th in the 
reclusive North’s heirarchy, 
he was close to late North 
Korean leader Kim Il-Sung, 
as well as a teacher of his 
son and heir Kim Jong-H, 
and a valued contact-man 
with China. The 37,000 U.S. 
troops in South Korea oper- 
ate under a joint U.S.-led 
command with South 
Korea's Armed Forces and 
much of their joint intelli- 
gence comes from U.S. 
satellite surveillance. Mean- 
while. an official of the pre- 
sidential Blue House told 
reporters here that Hwang’s 
month-long stay in the 
Philippines before coming 
to Seoul had been at the 
request of Beijing. 

“The Philippine govern- 
ment had insisted at the time 
that Hwang could not stay 
past April 2 but China was 
against bringing him to 
Seoul,” Yonhap news 
agency quoted senior presi- 
dential secretary Ban Ki- 
Moon as saying. 


Heavy fighting reported on Armenian-Azeri border 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Sol- 
diers traded fire across the 
border between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan at the week- 
end. kilting or wounding 
about 50 people. Azerbai- 
jani military expens told the 
Interfax News Agency 
Sunday. 

The sources did not give 
more details on the numbers 
of dead or wounded, but 
said casualties were heavier 
on the Armenian side. 

A military official in Baku 
said Armenian forces had 
rargetted Azerbeijani sol- 
diers overnight Saturday on 
Azerbaijan's northwestern 
border near Kazakh and 


Tauze, and at the southeast- 
ern border of Azerbaijan's 
disputed ethnic Armenian 
enclave of Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh. 

The source said the Ar- 
menian forces had “tried to 
organise an offensive with 
tanks, but after the other 
side retaliated these attacks 
were stopped." 

Neither the Azerbaijani 
nor the Armenian Defence 
Ministry, reached by tele- 
phone by AFP. confirmed 
the fighting Sunday, with the 
Armenian ministry asserting 
that Sunday had been “quiet 
and wirhour shooting.” 

Both sides however ack- 


nowledged fighting in the 
same area on Saturday with 
many casualties, each side 
accusing the other of spark- 
ing the fighting. 

The Azerbeijani ministry 
said: "Saturday the posi- 
tions of the Azerbaijani ar- 
ray were targetted by Ar- 
menian heavy machine gun, 
mortar and cannon fire, 
causing deaths and inju- 
ries.” but gave no precise 
casualty figures. 

The Armenian ministry 
said that Armenian forces 
returned fire after three of 
their soldiers were injured. 

On Friday, Armenian and 
Azerbaijani Presidents Le- 


von Ter-Petrossian and Gai- 
dar Aliyev discussed die re- 
cent increase in cross-border 
fighting and urged respect 
for the ceasefire signed in 
1994. 

The status of Nagorno- 
Karabakh is at the center of 
a conflict that left 20,000 
dead between 1988 and 
1994, and talks on the issue 
are deadlocked. 

An uneasy peace has 
reigned since 1994 but in 
mid-March, Armenia 
fanned the flames of the 
conflict by naming Nagor- 
no-Karabakh separatist lea- 
der Robert Kocharian as his 
prime minister. 


Burma clash kills 23 as rebels hunt for treasure 


BANGKOK (R) — A clash 
between Burmese soldiers 
and rebels searching for the 
weapons and hidden trea- 
sure of former opium war- 
lord Khun Sa killed 23 peo- 
ple and wounded dozens. 
Thai and rebel sources said 
Monday. 

The clash took place on 
April 10 between troops and 
rebels from the Shan United 
Revolution Army (SURA), 
a Thai security source said. 

About 500 guerrillas at- 
tacked two Burmese army 
jungle bases near Ho Mong, 
Khun Sa's former strong- 
hold. Ten Burmese soldiers 
died in the fighting and 
about 40 were wounded, the 
source said. 

"(SURA commander) Co- 
lonel Yod Suk said three 
months ago he would come 
for Khun Sa’s hidden wea- 
pons and if the Burmese in- 
tercepted they would fight," 
the source said. 


Guerrilla sources said 
SURA has about 5,000 
fighters. 

The SURA sources con- 
firmed the fighting and said 
that 13 guerrillas were also 
killed and 17 wounded in 
the day-long fighting at a 
base about 25 kilometres 
northeast of Ho Mong. 

Ho Mong, on the edge of 
Shan state about 25 kilome- 
tres from the Thai border, 
used to house more than 
10.000 civilians and guerril- 
las during the peak of Khun 
Sa’s power in the 1980s. 

Khun Sa, half Shan and 
half Chinese, once com- 
manded about 20.000 Mong 
Tai Army (MTA) guenillas 
and said he was fighting for 
the freedom of Shan state. 
But he was accused of using 
the MTA as his personal 
troops to protect his heroin 
business in the Golden 
Triangle where Laos, Thai- 
land and Burma meet 


A LT.S. court indicted Khun 
Sa on heroin trafficking 
charges in December 1989, 
and Washington has request- 
ed his extradition to face 
charges in the United States. 

But Burma’s military gov- 
ernment has refused the 
request, saying it will deal 
with Khun Sa under Bur- 
mese law. 

Khun Sa surrendered to 
Burmese troops in January 
1996 and Ho Mong has since 
become a ghost town. He is 
said to be living a life of lux- 
ury in Rangoon and Tunning 
several business in Burma. 

The rebel sources said 
they had heard that Khun Sa 
hid weapons, jewellery and 
gold in Ho Mong before be 
surrendered. 

“The former MTA officers 
who are now with us knew 
that there was treasure hid- 
den there before Khun Sa 
surrendered," a SURA 
source told Reuters. 


The source would not say 
how much treasure was 
believed to be hidden in the 
jungle, but said Khun Sa had 
handed over only about one- 
tenth of the MTA’s weapons 
when he gave himself up. 

The MTA disbanded after 
Khun Sa’s surrender. 

“Khun Sa does not totally 
trust Burma so he hid valu- 
ables and weapons before 
his surrender, and. reliable 
sources say most of his 
money is still in b anks in 
Thailand,” the source said. 

The Thai security source 
was not able to confirm the 
hidden treasure but said 
many weapons were be- 
lieved to have been hidden 
in Ho Mong. 

‘■Our information shows 
that Khun Sa acquired about 
110 SAMs (surface to air 
missiles), but he handed 
over only seven when he 
surrendered, so the rest 
must be hidden." 



British Forces Commander Major-General Bryan Dutton points the way to Chinese 
Major-General Zhou Borong on his arrival at the Princess of Wales Barracks on 
Hong Kong Island Monday. A 40-strong advance contingent of the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) arrived to prepare garrison facilities for China’s July 1 
takeover of the British colony (Reuter photo) 

China’s army returns to Hong 
Kong after more than 156 years 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The Chinese army returned 
to Hong Kong Monday after 
a break of more than 156 
years, with the arrival of an 
advance party of troops 
ahead of the territory's han- 
dover, just 10 weeks away. 

A convoy of eight cars 
and vans brought 40 mem- 
bers of the People's Libe- 
ration Army (PLA) from the 
southern Chinese border 
city of Shenzhen into Hong 
Kong at Lok Ma Chau 
crossing point. 

The advance troops are 
the first unit of the Chinese 
army to be deployed in 
Hong Kong since Britain 
seized the territory in 
January 1841. 

Several other PLA groups 
are expected to arrive in the 
last days of British rule, 
paving the way for a garri- 
son that will be stationed 
here after the union flag is 
hauled down on midnight, 
June 30. 

Beaming and relaxed, the 
leader of the advance party, 
Major-General Zhou Bo- 
rong, stepped from a black 
saloon (U.S. Sedan) to 
shake hands with British 
and Chinese officials and 
wave to the press. 

The vanguard then drove 
to a high-rise barracks on 
the waterfront on Hong 
Kong island, where they 
were greeted by the com- 
mander of the British forces 
here, Major-General Bryan 
Dutton. 

"This is a historic moment 
for both British and Chinese 
Aimed Forces. We will be 
working hard to work toge- 
ther to achieve our common 
purpose — the smooth 
transfer of defence respon- 
sibility for Hong Kong,” 
Gen. Dutton said in a wel- 
come speech. 

“The security environment 


we have created has been a 
major factor in the outstand- 
ing success story of modem 
Hong Kong ” he said 

“A good relationship bet- 
ween the PLA advance par- 
ty and the British garrison is 
very much in the best long- 
term interests of the people 
of this city.” 

Gen. Zhou, 52, replied 
with a brief address in 
Mandarin, although be is a 
fluent speaker of English 
and a classmate of Gen. 
Dutton’s at Sandhurst, the 
British military academy. 

He thanked Gen. Dutton 
for the welcome and echoed 
his comments that the ad- 
vance party was an impor- 
tant to a smooth transition. 

"The main point of being 
here is to prepare the way 
for the PLA troops to be sta- 
tioned here from July 1. 

“In the re mainin g 71 days 
we are here in Hong Kong 
and we will spend the time 
with Gen. Duttou and his 
officers. This will improve 
mutual understanding and 
cooperation. 

"My colleagues and I will 
fully utilise this precious 
time and hope that the Bri- 
tish side will give the neces- 
sary support,” Gen. Zhou 
told over two hundred wait- 
ing reporters. 

Gen. Dutton gave a veiled 
warning about deep-rooted 
fears among the many 
Hongkongers who associate 
the PLA with bloody ima- 
ges of tanks crushing stu- 
dent demonstrators in Tia- 
nanmen Square. 

"We intend to give the 
future garrison every possi- 
ble assistance as they pre- 
pare for their role,” he said, 
before expressing the hope 
that “their relationship with 
the local community will be 
as constructive and reward- 
ing as ours has been.” 


China, implicitly acknow- 
ledging such concerns, has 
repeatedly promised that its 
Hong Kong garrison will be 
drawn from the finest and 
most disciplined ranks of its 
armed forces. 

Up to 10,000 Chinese sol- 
diers are expected to be 
based in Hong Kong after 
the handover, a figure 
roughly equal to British 
numbers before 1994. 

The British strength is 
now about 1.800 which will 
fall to around 1.600 by the 
end of May, leaving only a 
few to be withdrawn in the 
final few weeks before the 
handover. 

Twenty-eight of the ad- 
vance group will stay at the 
Prince of Wales Barracks on 
Hong Kong Island, living 
alongside the elite Scottish 
regiment the black Watch. 

The remaining 12 will 
stay at Stonecutters island, 
where a new naval base has 
been built for the PLA. 

Their job will chiefly be 
to coordinate with the 
British, set up communica- 
tions and deal with techni- 
cal problems. 

They are dressed in the 
green uniform of the PLA 
but, at Britain's request, are 
unarmed and are having to 
comply with local police, 
customs and immigration 
laws. 

A special channel was set 
up the crossing point to 
speed their entry' into the 
territory, although the vehi- 
cles that brought them in to 
Hong Kong were fined with 
local licence plates. 

In an ironic twist, a Royal 
Navy boat fired a 21 -gun 
salute in Victoria Harbour 
just an hour before the pla 
party arrived. But it was to 
honour Queen Elizabeth II 
on her 71st birthday, not the 
Chinese vanguard. 


‘Ninety per cent of world’s 
languages facing extinction’ 


SYDNEY ( AFP) — Up to 90 per cent of the 
world’s languages will become extinct 
within the next 100 years unless action is 
taken, a leading linguist and editor warned 
here Monday. 

Professor Peter MuhJhausJer said the 
problem of disappearing plant and animal 
species was widely acknowledged but few 
people realised that languages across the 
globe were also under threat 

“Languages are disappearing at a much 
faster rate today than they ever did in the 
past,” he told AFP in a telephone interview. 

“If a language dies, hundreds and thou- 
sands of years of experience dies with it. It 
represents an incredible loss of diversity, 
culture and identity for peoples across the 
globe. 

“No-one really knows what the long-term 
cost of that will be." 

Mr. Muhlhausler is the University of 
Adelaide’s foundation professor of linguis- 
tics. 

He is also co-editor of a new 1,600-page 
international publication, launched in 
Adelaide Monday, called Atlas of 
Languages of Intercultural Communication 
in the Pacific, Asia and the Americas. The 
Atlas, which the publishers say is the most 
exhaustive of its kind in the world, traces 
the changes in thousands of languages 
worldwide and culminated years of 
research by 50 international linguists. 

Mr. Muhlhausler estimates between 6.000 
to 10,000 languages are currently spoken in 
the world today, although no official docu- 
mentaion exists. 

His estimate that 90 per cent of languages 
will cease to exist was based on the chang- 


ing social factors needed to support linguis- 
tic diversity. 

He said erosion of natural habitats on a 
massive scale and contact with other races 
had led to language losses although some 
speakers made conscious decisions to give 
up traditional speech. 

“There are economic benefits in shifting,” 
he said, as people who do not speak the 
dominant language in an area may well 
have trouble integrating themselves into the 
workforce. 

But as a result other languages are “out- 
lawed or bastardised.” 

He predicted the world could be left with 
just five or six core languages, which he 
identified as English, Spanish. German, 
French. Mandarin and possibly Bahasai 
variants of which are spoken in Malaysia 
and Indonesia. 

He cited Australia as an example of a 
place, where 250 languages were spoken by 
the indigenous population before European 
settlement. In the two centuries since '>00 
languages had been lost. 

“In the past people were not concerned at 
losing a language. They thought it was a 
natural phenomenon of developing civilisa- 
tion. 

“But like species loss, once one disap- 
pears others can crash at an alar min g rare " 

He said there were moral, scientific and 
economic benefits in fighting to preserve 
the world’s diverse languages. 

He said research had shown that cultures 
where two or more languages were spoken 
were more intelligent because leamin* and 
speaking languages activated a part of the 
brain less-used in “monolingual people." 


Taleban: 
Opposition 
threat in % 
east is # 
crushed 


KABUL (R) — A spokes- 
man for the Taleban fejfe. 
mic movement Monday, 
said opposition forces res?, 
ponsible for recent attacks- 
in eastern Afghanistan-had^ 
been defeated. 

"The revolts of (TalebaS^ 
opponents have all be® 
defeated and the possibility, 
of danger is no longer 
there." Amir Khan Mutaqi;: 
information and culture! 
minister of the Taleban,' 
told reporters Monday. tp 
Forces loyal to the former 
government, which was 
ousted from the capital 
Kabui by the Taleban last 
September, have recently 
launched attacks on eastern 
provinces held by the Tale- 
ban. 

The opposition forces 
said Saturday they repelled 
a Taleban attack, killing 9 
of their fighters, in Kunar 
province northeast of Ka- 
bul. 

The Taleban, which con- 
trols more than two-thirds 
of the war-shattered coun- 
try, faces an alliance of 
forces commanded by ous- 
ted government military 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. northern Uzbek- 
chief General Abdul Ra- 
shid Dostum and the 
Shi’ite group Hezb-i-Wah- 
dat. 

But Mr. Mutaqi down- 
played the strength of the 
opposition forces and 
called their recent claims of 
success propaganda at-w 
tempts aimed at enhancing!* 
the morale of their troops. 

He said the threat posed by 
the opposition forces in the 
provinces of Nangaihor 
and Laghman east of Kabul 
had been eliminated. 

“There is no danger in 
Kunar either, but occasion- 
ally the hideouts of the 
enemy are firing shells 
from mountains... They are 
no longer able to launch 
any offensive and they 
issue false news to boost 
the morale of their fight- 
ers.” Mr. Mutaqi said. 

The Taleban also say they 
have arrested some 300 
opposition prisoners in 
Nangarhar and Laghman. 

The Taleban, a religious 
student movement bom in 
refugee camps along the 
border with Pakistan, has 
imposed strict Islamic law 
in areas which it controls. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka, 
which is a seat of Therava- 
da Buddhism, Sunday ex- 
pressed sadness at plans by 
Taleban Fighters to demol- 
ish an ancient Buddha star- x 
ue in central Afghanistan. “ 
Cultural Minister Laksh- 
in an Jayakody said he no- 
ted with “the deepeset sor- 
row" the warning issued by 
the Taleban that they would 
demolish the famous cliff 
carving of the Buddha in 
B ami an province. 

“We in Sri Lanka have all 
major religions functioning 
side by side in harmony,” 
Mr. Jayakody said. “We 
have no such acrimony 
towards any religion or 
religious monuments." 

Other Buddhist leaders in 
Sri Lanka have called for 
an international campaign 
to prevent the Taleban tak- 
ing oyer the region and 
demolishing the statue. The 
face of the statue was dam- 
aged several years earlier. — , 
Frontline Taleban com-* 
mander Abdul Wahid was 
reported as saying Wednes- 
day that the spectacular 55 
metre high image would be 
dynamited if the militia 
nianaged to break through 
a rival faction’s lines. 

He said the carving — set 
in a huge niche in a sheer 
cliff face — was un-Is- 
lamic as it represented an 
“infidel" religion. It also 
bears a human image! 
which is forbidden by 
Islam. 

The commander also de- 
nied the site — which has 
been the focus of major 
restoration and archeologi- 
cal work — was of any sci- 
entific or historical value, 
and appeared determined 
to destroy it. 

"Our religion is a heaven- 
ly religion and we have no T 
need of these things here,” 
Com. Wahid said. 
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Lance BrickJey, of the L.S. Coast Guard, eyes the windows and roofs of buildings in downtown Grand Forks, look- 
ing for residents who may still need to be evacuated. The town has issued a mandatory 24-hour curfew in flooded 
areas. Behind him is the shell of the burned -out security building, which was destroyed late Saturday when fire- 
fighters could not fight the fire due to the flooding (Reuter photo > 

Fire, flood-waters create great plains ghost town 


GRAND FORKS, North 
Dakota (AFPj — Fires 
which have devastated this 
great plains city were most- 
ly under control Monday, 
but flood-waters were still 
rising and most of the 
51.000 residents have fled. 

A four-block swathe of 
buildings still smoldered as 
1 .8-metre deep, freezing 
water from the Red River 
coursed through the city's 
streets. 

Close to its projected 
crest, the river hovered 7.9 
^metres above the S.5-metre 
"‘flood-stage mark. But the 
water's precise level was 
uncertain: The official 

gauge was under water. 

The notoriously flat ter- 
rain here has meant that the 
normally tame Red River is 
now 1 6 kilometres across. 
WCCO radio reponed' fn 
neighboring Minnesota. 

There have been huge 
livestock losses. Crews 
have been dispatched to 


pick up dead animals to 
avoid disease. WCCO re- 
ported. 

Diehard stragglers, who 
had refused to stop fighting 
to save mostly -dry homes 
on streets filled with water, 
started to obey increasingly 
strict orders to evacuate 
North Dakota’s once- 
bustling second-largest city, 
now 75 per cent empty. 

Police officers and fire- 
fighters continued their tire- 
less search for trapped resi- 
dents. traveling the streets 
by boat to look through 
buildings as helicopters ho- 
vered overhead. 

Officials have urged any- 
one still stranded to spread a 
w hite sheet on their roof or 
hang one from their window 
to attract the attention of 
rescuers. 

There were still no casual- 
ties reported — but normal 
life in Grand Forks and East 
Grand Forks in Minnesota 
was oven No water, no tele- 


phones. no power. 

Still. Grand Forks Mayor 
Pat Owens sought to streng- 
then the city's resolve. 

"We have no differences 
at this point,** Mr. Owens 
said during an emotional 
news conference. “We are 
all in this together, and we 
will survive. We will re- 
build. and we will be stron- 
ger. Grand Forks is a place 
of excellence." 

Eleven buildings sus- 
tained heavy damage in the 
fire, which was only- 
brought under control after 
planes and helicopters 
dropped fire-dousing chem- 
icals and water on the burn- 
ing structures. 

Air-crane helicopter pilot 
Kenneth Chapman said it 
took more than 60 “drops" 
with a 7.600-Iitre “Bambi 
Bucket" to put out the fires. 

Tin used to fighting wild 
fires." the Oregon-based pi- 
lot said Sunday. ‘T've never 
seen anything like this be- 


fore. It's pretty ugly down 
there," where the "fire only 
added to damage from at 
least one metre of water in 
the city streets over the past 
few days. 

Grand Forks and East 
Grand Forks had been bat- 
tling the Red River for 
weeks, building dikes and 
levees, before the river burst 
through the barriers, flood- 
ing both cities and forcing 
thousands to flee their 
homes. 

The river is expected to 
crest Tuesday and remain at 
its peak for five days, 
WCCO radio reported. It 
may be weeks before evac- 
uees will be allowed back in 
their homes. 

People who earlier refused 
to leave their beleaguered 
homesteads ai first were told 
to boil drinking water and 
given information about 
where to go for tetanus shots, 
but ultimately most were 
ordered to relief shelters. 


Scientists see signs of universe’s ‘missing matter’ 


BALTIMORE (R) — At least some of the universe's miss- 
ing matter appears to consist of hydrogen and helium gas 
floating between the galaxies. Johns Hopkins University 
researchers reported Sunday. 

In an article in the April 20 issue of the Astrophysics 
Journal, the scientists said the thinly spread gas consisted of 
atoms of the two elements. These atoms had been stripped 
of their electrons, or "ionized, by intense radiation early in 
the formation of the universe. 

This gas probably accounted for much of the ordinary, or 
"baryonic,’' matter that has not been able to be detected in 
the universe. But it does not include the more exotic types 
of matter that scientists believe make up a majority of all 
matter in the universe, the university said in a statement. 


"We now believe we can say how much intergalactic gas. 
baryonic material, there must have been." Johns Hopkins 
astrophysicist -Arthur F. Davidsen said in the statement. 

Scientists have long suspected that as-yei unseen matter 
was in the universe, because not enough matter has been 
found in stars and galaxies to be consistent with “big bang" 
theories of how the universe began billions of years ago. 

The Johns Hopkins researchers based their findings on 
analyses of previous astronomical observations. 

They said the early universe may have contained a "con- 
tinuous medium" of hydrogen and helium gases, with 
regions of higher and lower density blending together 
smoothly, rather than more disctinct clouds as previous 
theories have held. 


More political violence hits Indonesia’s Java 


JAKARTA < R ) — Indone- 
sia’s central Java province 
was hit by more political 
violence over the weekend, 
a week before campaigning 
officially begins for May 
parliamentary' elections, 
news reports and residents 
said Monday. 

The Jakarta Post newspa- 
per quoted sburces as say- 
ing one person was injured 
in a village in Temangsune 


Regency, south of the pro- 
vincial capital Semarang. in 
a fight Saturday between 
villagers and supporters of 
the Muslim-oriented United 
Development Party (PPP). 

In nearby PekaJongan Re- 
gency. residents said two 
people were injured when 
about 300 PPP "Supporters 
attacked the office of the 
assistant regent Sunday. The 
reason for the attack was 


not immediately dear. 

However, local govern- 
ment officials said the inci- 
dents were minor. Police 
said the situation was calm 
and under control. 

There have been several 
clashes in central Java bet- 
ween supporters of the three 
sanctioned political panics 
as jockeying intensifies in 
the country’s most populous 
province in the lead-up to 


the May 29 poll. 

The election campaign 
begins Sunday. 

Meanwhile, an Indonesian 
court has convicted 2 1 peo- 
ple and acquitted five in 
connection with ethnic and 
religious rioting lust 
January' in the west Java 
town of Rengasdengklok. 
the official Antara news 
agency said Monday. 


New Indian premier vows to strengthen reforms 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
new Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral. a Marxist- 
tumed-social democrat, 
promisd Monday to press 
: ahead with open-market 
economic reforms and pur- 
sue peace talks with old foe 
Pakistan. 

Mr. Gujral, talking to 
reporters after he was sworn 
in by President Shankar 
DayaJ Sharma as the coun- 
try's 12th prime minister 
since independence in 1947, 
said he was confident he 
would be able to persuade 
former Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram to join his 
cabinet. 

Mr. Chidambaram’s re- 
gional Tamil Maanila Cong- 
ress iTMC) Parry decided 
Sarurday not to join the new 
government after the United 
From coalition passed over 
its .party chief. G.K. 
Moopanar, for prime minis- 
ter in favour of Mr. Gujral. 

"All the economic poli- 
cies of the previous govern- 
ment will continue and be 
strengthened.” Mr. Gujral 
said as he had tea with Shar- 


ma at the Ornate British- 
built presidential palace. 

Asked if his new job 
would help improve ties 
with Pakistan. Mr. Gujral, 
foreign minister in ousted 
Prime Minister H.D. Deye 

Gowda's government, said: 

"All the" foreign policy 
in tia lives will continue." 

Mr. Gujral said he would 
keep both Foreign and 
Finance Ministry portfolios. 
Politic ians said the new’ 
prime minister was hoping 
Mr. Chidambaram, popular 
among investors and an out- 
spoken proponent of liberal 
economics, would return 
soon to his old job. 

But officials close to the 
Goateed. 77-vear-old leader 
said he was likely to contin- 
ue to keep the foreign 
affairs job ahead of crucial 
talks with Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

They are expected to meet 
on the" fringes of a summit of 
ihe Seven-Nation South 
Asian Association for Regio- 
nal Cooperation (SAARC) 
starting in the Maldives Capi- 
tal Male on May 12. 


Mr. Gujral helped to initi- 
ate a thaw in the troubled 
relations between India and 
Pakistan when their foreign 
secretaries met in March for 
the first time in three years. 
As foreign minister, he 

later held talks with his 
Pakistani counterpart. Go* 
har Ayub Khan, in New 
Delhi. The foreign secre- 
taries, the highest ranking 
civil servants in the foreign 
ministries, are likely to 
meet again in Islamabad in 
May. 

Mr. Gujral is expected to 
win a confidence vote set 
for Tuesday, with the sup- 
port in the 542-member 
lower house of his United 
Front’s 178 votes and the 
Congress Party's 140. 

Once that is out of the 
way. Mr. GujraJ’s next task 
will be to pilot Mr. Chidam- 
baram's investor-friendly 
budget through parliament. 

The budget which would 
slash taxes and spur private 
investment, sparked a rally 
in share prices after it was 
introduced in February. 

The speaker of the lower 


house. P.A. Sangma, told 
reporters Mr. Gujral fa- 
voured Mr. Chidambaram’s 
plan and parliament would 
take up the budget after 
April 30 in hopes of passing 
it by mid-May. 

But the rightwing Hindu 
Bharatiya Janata Party iBJP) 
said Mr. Chidambaram's 
budget was no longer valid. 

“Since a new government 
is coming in, so there will 
be a fresh budget" BJP Pre- 
sident Lai Krishan Advani 
said. 

Apart from four former 
TMC ministers and one 
from his Janata Dal Party’, 
Mr. Gujral retained the 
entire outgoing cabinet and 
said its "members would 
continue to hold their old 
portfolios. He may appoint 
a junior foreign minister. 

Mr. Gujral. who held his 
first ministerial post in 1 966 
in Indira Gandhi's govern- 
ment is the second oldest 
person to be Indian prime 
minister. Moraiji Desai led 
the country's first coalition 
government in 1977 at the 
age of 81. 


U.N. food depot looted, aid 
train attacked in Zaire 


NAIROBI (AFP i — Loo- 
ters stole supplies from a 
U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP i depot near 
Kisangani in eastern Zaire 
early Monday as a train car- 
rying food was attacked fur- 
ther north, the WFP an- 
nounced here. 

Michele Quimaglie. 
spokeswoman for ihe WFP. 
said a Zairean employee of 
the agency was woken by 
gunfire at the entrance to 
Kasese refugee cump. 25 
kilometres south of Kisan- 
gani. at 3:00 a.m. (0100 
GMT). 

The man was able to flee 
about three hours later and 
saw looters at work in a 
nearby WFP depot before 
he arrived in Kisangani. 

Another WFP storehouse 
had been pillaged in the 
rebel -held city Friday. 

Ms. Quintaglie could not 
say how much food was in 
the Kasese warehouse. 

The WFP and the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) earlier 
Monday reported a violent 
attack on a train carrying 
120 tonnes of food aid for 
Rwandan Hutu refugees, 
which took place about se- 
ven kilometres south of 
Kisangani. 

The attack on the train led 
relief agencies to suspend 


operations to help the 
Rwandan refugees, aid offi- 
cials said. 

Two Zaireans working for 
the l : .N. WFP fled the train 
for Kisangani and described 
the attack as "very violent," 
Ms. Quintaglie told AFP. 

"Our movements towards 
the’ camp* have been sus- 
pended for the time being, 
until we have details of 
what happened and security 
guarantees." the spokesman 
in Kisangani for the 
UNHCR. Paul Strontbcrg. 
said. 

He told AFP by telephone 
that he did not know whe- 
ther the train had been loot- 
ed. but Ms. Quintaglie said: 
"We are supposing it was. at 
least in pan." 

No details of who at- 
tacked the tram were imme- 
diately forthcoming. Mr. 
Stromberg said gunfire had 
been reported. 

Up to 1 00.000 Rwandan 
Hutu refugees live in diffi- 
cult conditions in makeshift 
camps south of Kisangani, 
one of the main cities in 
eastern Zaire, which has 
been overrun by mainly 
Tutsi rebels since October. 

The United Nations wants 
to repatriate them to neigh- 
bouring Rwanda, which 
they fled because of the ge- 
nocidal civil war of 1994. 


which wa> won by a Tutsi 
rebel army. 

Aid workers returned to 
refugee camps in eastern 
Zaire Saturday after a iwo- 
day suspension tu start pre- 
parations to repatriate the 
refugees. Mr. Stromtvrg 
said at the weekend. 

Star* of the UNHCR. 
WFP and Medecins San* 
Frontiere* iMSF - Doctors 
Without Borders* returned 
to the camp* after it w.i% 
certified that earlier security 
problems were no longer 
c\ idem. 

"We decided to allow aid 
workers to go to the camps 
alter we *«en: two people 
yesterday to the village*., 
where ItXal villager* had 
blocked the route to the 
refugee camp.* lying some 
4( > kilometres aw ay . and 
found the security situation 
had improved." Mr. 
Siren: berg sjid Saturday. 

He adJeJ that the 
UNHCR would try to gel 
four medical expert* to Ki- 
sangani to check on a cho- 
lera outbreak in the camps, 
and a further meeting w»nilJ 
be held next week with 
Rwandan authorities over 
the repatriation exercise. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of 
recruits have left the rebel- 
held city of Lubumbashi to 
join the ranks of Laurent 


Kjbila’s rebels who ap- 
peared Monday to be near- 
ing the Zairean capital 
Kinshasa. 

The rebels Monday flew 
several hundred young men 
and woman to training 
camp* from Lubumbashi. 
the capital of the southeast- 
ern Shaba province. known 
to Ineal people and guerril- 
las by its old name. Katan- 
ga. 

A source close U* the 
mainly Tutsi rebel* said ih.il 
Sunday, local air carnets 
began taking recruits to the 
"liberated" towns of Kale- 
mie. Kis.ing.tm to (he north 
and Gom.i «*n the border 
with Rwanda. 

The planes were coming 
back to Lubumbashi with 
mote rebel it oops. their 
equipment anJ lauulie*. 

On Saturday, Mr. Kabila 
told public meeting here 
that his lorcc*. who have 
captured half the vast, im- 
poverished A Incan country, 
were preparing fur the final 
offensive on Kinshasa. 

The rebel* are dciei mined 
to ou*i President Mobutu 
Sese Scko. ailing with can- 
cer at bn. who has ruled 
Zaire tor mote than three 
decades, ha* re! Used to quit 
and said he will even statu! 
again it piesidenti.il e lee- 
lion* are held. 


Russia to 
stress eastern 
alliance 
during Jiang 
visit 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin pre- 
pared Monday for a sum- 
mit with Chinese counter- 
part Jiang Zemin expecred 
to highlight Moscow's- 
stress on an eastern .alliance 
amid a bitter dispute with 
the western NATO alliance. 

Russia, which has been 
unable to prevent NATO 
plans to expand into former 
Soviet bloc countries of 
Eastern Europe, has recent- 
ly played up its links with 
China, both in geo-strate- 
gic terms and their thriving 
arms trade. 

During their Kremlin 
meeting Wednesday. Mr. 
Yeltsin and Mr. Jiang will 
build on an accord signed 
in April last year to create a 
"strategic partnership for 
the 2 1 si century” between 
their two giant nations. 

In a veiled challenge to 
the United States, they are 
expected to issue a declara- 
tion on a "multi-polar" 21st 
century world, in which 
Moscow and Beijing would 
be major players. 

The Russian-Sino declara- 
tion will "speak out against 
attempts by anyone trying to 
play the role of supreme 
leader in international af- 
faire." Kremlin spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembskv told 
Interfax news agency. 

Mr. Jiang, who arrives 
Tuesday and will leave 
Saturday, said in Beijing 
that the summit would pro- 
mote "a just and rational 
new order." 

Mr. Yeltsin, on holiday in 
the Black Sea resort of 
Sochi, was working on do- 
cuments linked to the sum- 
mit Monday and will fly to 
Moscow Tuesday. ITAR- 
TASS news agency report- 
ed. 

On Thursday the presi- 
dents of Russia. Kazakh- 
stan, Kyrgyzstan. Tajikis- 
tan and China will sign an 
accord on reducing troops 
along their 7.000-kilomelre 
common border, the scene 
of Chinese-Soviet ' clashes 
in the 1960s. 

Missing from the Mos- 
cow talks will be Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov, who was in hos- 
pital friday. 

Blended with Moscow’s 
hopes for a strategic part- 
nership with its" former 
Communist rival is a rapid- 
ly growing amis trade. 

"The commercial ex- 
change grew in 1996. rea- 
ching about S7 billion. Mi- 
litary-technical coopera- 
tion between the two coun- 
tries is going well,” Mr. 
Yastrzhembsky said. 


British election campaign again 
hijacked by IRA bomb alert chaos 


LONDON (AFP) — With 
10 days to the vole, the Bri- 
tish election campaign 
Monday was again hijacked 
by a volley of coded IRA 
bomb alerts that threw the 
capital into chaos and 
forced the key candidates to 
rum their 'aneniion to 
Nonhem Ireland. 

Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor and Labour leader Tony 
Blais were, side-tracked 
from what was to have been 
a day of issue-oriented 
speeches and flesh-pressing 
to condemn the Irish Re- 
publican Army, universally 
presumed to have been be- 
hind the siring of coded 
warnings. 

Mr. Major expressed his 
“contempt'’ for the IRA. 
and for its Sinn Fein politi- 
cal party, telling his regular 
morning campaign press 
conference, "it is essential 
to take these warnings seri- 
ously. 

"The IRA have murdered 
in the past." he said. "They 
will not hesitare to murder 
again if they thought it was 
in their interests to do so. I 
am extremely grateful to the 
public for the way in which 
they have responded this 
morning." 

Mr. Blair, heavily fa- 
voured to win the elections 
and end IS vears of unbro- 


ken Tory rule, coiled the lat- 
est wave of IRA bomb 
alerts "an absolute outrage 
... intolerable ... a clear 
uttmpt by the IRA to disrupt 
the British general election 

"We will not let them do 
so. we will not let them dis- 
tract us from talking about 
the issue*. The British peo- 
ple have never been moved 
by threats of terrorism and 
violence and we won't be 
moved now." 

Their differences aside. 
Mr. Blair and Mr. Major 
have generally taken a sim- 
ilar stand on Northern 
Ireland and Mr. Blair has 
routinely # made clear that 
under a * Labour govern- 
ment. Britain policy on 
Northern Ireland would not 
change. 

Moving on to the thorny 
issue of Britain’s place in 
the European Union, oxer 
which the Tory party ha* 
been increasingly di\ ided. 
Mr. Blair launched into an 
attack on what he termed 
Mr. Major's "incompetent" 
leadership. 

in the aftermath of the di- 
visive Euroscepticism burs- 
ting out op. all sides of the 
Conservative Party, Mr. 
Blair charged the premier's 
failure to bring hi> troop* 
into line pointed to a party 


“literally falling about Uis 
ears". 

Still hitting back at die 
Tories for a bitter campaign 
ad lu*t week portraying him 
as a Euro-puppet ol Gentian 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 
Mr. Blair declared. "I know 
how to negotiate. I know 
how to lead. John Majorcan 
do neither." 

“Mr. Major later vowed it 
was campaign business as 
usual and began a series of 
school visit* to highlight his 
commitment to improve 
education, a promise at the 
heart of the Labour mani- 
festo. 

He charged dial blair 
could never come up with 
the cash to implement his 
scheme for cutting class 
sizes without raising taxes, 
which Labour says it will 
not do. 

Mr. Bbir. speaking in 
Manchester, insisted that if 
the Tories win a fifth term 
on May L the ensuing gov- 
ernment would be "hope- 
lessly split” and unable to 
secure the best deal for 
Britain in Europe. 

"They have made a fetish 
out of isolation and called it 
strength. A* a result, we are 
no longer respected abroad. 
We are no longer listened to. 
Our influence is at an all- 
time low." Mr. Blair said. 


Incendiary device damages 
Sinn Fein offices in N. Ireland 


LONDONDERRY. Nor- 
thern Ireland (AFP) — An 
incendiary device exploded 
overnight outside the Lon- 
donderry offices of Sinn 
Fein, the political wing of 
the IRA. causing minor da- 
mage to the building, police 
said Monday. No one was 
hurt in the blast. 

The alarm at the premises, 
situated on Racecourse road 
in the heart of a Roman 
Catholic district, went off at 
3:00 a.m. (0200 GMT). A 
window had been smashed 
and the front door of the 
building was ablaze when 
the emergency services ar* 
rived, the Rovul Ulster 


Constabulary iRUO said. 

"The cause of the blast is 
being investigated and the 
area has been sealed oft'. No 
one is hurt, but offices have 
been damaged.'' on RL'C 
spokesman said. 

There was no one in the 
building at the time of the 
blast. Sinn Fein said the 
door had been blow n off by 
a home-made device. 

The blast came hours be- 
fore much of London's 
transport network was 
thrown into chaos by a 
string of bomb alerts be- 
lieved to ha\ e been the 
work of the Irish Repub- 
lican Armv iIRA). 


Sinn Fein, which has been 
barred from multi-party 
talks on the future of the 
province after breaking a 
ceasefire agreement last 
year, immediately accused 
Loyalist* of being behind 
the attack. 

'There is little doubt they 
were responisble. It fits into 
a pattern." said party offi- 
cial Gerry O'Hara. 

The Loyalist paramilitary 
movements, who are in fa- 
vour of British rule in Nor- 
thern Ireland, have not offi- 
cially renounced their cease- 
fire. though there have been 
a string of recent attacks on 
Republican targets. 


Russia’s Rybkin in Poland for NATO talks 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
head of Russia's Security 
Council Ivan Rybkin ar- 
rived in Poland Monday for 
a two-day working visit to 
discuss the enlargement of 
NATO into Eastern Europe, 
his press service said, cited 
by ITAR-TASS agency. 

The Polish leadership is 
expected to discuss the out- 
come of the Russian summits 
with (he United States and 
Germany last month with 
Mr. Rybkine. his spokesman 
Igor Ignatiev said. 

Mr. Rybkin'* trip over- 


lapped with Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin's two-day trip to 
Prague — where he arrived 
Sunday — for a visit also 
likely to be dominated by 
Czech hopes to join an 
enlarged alliance this year. 

Russia is opposed to an 
expansion of the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO), and Mr. Cherno- 
myrdin said as he prepared 
to leave Moscow that while 
Russia "has no rich! of veto 
... it has its position." 

NATO is due to hold a 


summit in Madrid in July at 
which it will invite a num- 
ber of East European coun- 
tries to join. The Czech Re- 
public, Poland and Hungary 
are thought to be the most 
likely candidates. 

During Mr. Ryhkin’s visit, 
Warsaw is keen (o follow 
the negotiations between 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
his Belorussian counterpart 
Alexander Lukashenko on 
the signature of a unifica- 
tion accord between Minsk 
and Moscow, the agency’ 
reported. 
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Saving Israel not peace 


WHILE ISRAELI Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Justice Minister Tzahi Hanegbi 
have been spared indictment by the attorney gen- 
eral for “lack of evidence,” it is doubtful that the 
affair that led to the police corruption probe 
would end any time soon. By vindicating 
Netanyahu and his alleged accomplices, the attor- 
ney general rejected the findings and recommen- 
dations of the police department which had spent 
three months investigating the so-called Bar-On 
scandal. In retrospect, the legal adviser Eliakim 
Rubinstein may have acted to spare the Israeli 
body politic the turmoil that the indictment of a 
prime minister might have created. To indict the 
prime minister and the justice minister would 
have created “a cloud of suspicion and an 
unhealthy atmosphere” in Israel, Rubinstein 
declared. 

For starters, the so-called allegations were more 
than wild accusations since they were submitted 
by the police department after a thorough inves- 
tigation including the interrogation of several 
witnesses. The hundreds of pages that the police 
filed contained prima facie incriminating evi- 
dence that cannot be arbitrarily brushed aside so 
swiftly. There is a second round of judicious 
perusal of the affair in the offing when several 
members of the Knesset petition the supreme 
court to overrule the attorney general's decision 
and order a review on the basis of the wealth of 
corroborating evidence that the police have 
painstakingly accumulated over a long span of 
time. 

In Netanyahu's own estimation he made a mis- 
take of sorts. But he drew a distinction between a 
mistake and an illegal act. The issue now revolves 
around whether the “mistake,'' that he admits 
having committed has legal or moral implications 
of the m&gnitude that could still lead to indict- 
ment. The Israeli supreme court will have to 
decide on that in due course. There is already one 
precedent when the court overruled the attorney 
general on whether to prosecute bank officials 
suspected of foul play. 

Even if the court goes along with Sunday’s deci- 
sion not to prosecute Netanyahu, there remains 
the political fallout from the affair to reckon 
with. There is no escape from the conclusion that 
the prime minister is morally wounded and- polit- 
ically handicapped to govern. In picking on only 
Arieh Deri, the head of the powerful Shas 
Religious Party, which claims to represent 
Sephardic Jews, for further legal action, there is 
risk that tension would increase among Israelis 
on religious and racial grounds. Shas Party faith- 
fuls have already sounded the alarm about civil 
strife erupting in Israel should Deri alone be 
indicted. With the main opposition party. Labour, 
now closing the door completely on forming a 
national unity government, the stage is set for fur- 
ther political turmoil that would overshadow the 
quest for the resumption of peace talks between 
Israel and the Palestinians. What is more alarm- 
ing though is that Netanyahu, in his quest now to 
keep his coalition intact, will give more conces- 
sions to his hardline partners. There is, therefore, 
every reason to believe that while the attorney 
general's verdict on Sunday saved Israel an 
embarrassing episode of political bickering, it did 
very little to enhance the peace process. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra'i Monday discussed toe present 
stale of peace between Israel and Jordan, in light of the 
I peace treaty, and said that the warm peace is cooling 
gradually due to Israel’s practices and its obstruction of 
the peace process. Fahed Fanek said it is true that the 
peace treaty improved Jordan’s relations with the Jewish 
state, but the Kingdom received no financial assistance, 
like that given to Israel and Egypt, as a reward for their 
peace accord despite Jordan's meagre resources and its 
bad need of funds. As to the peace treaty itself, said the 
writer, it has failed so far to open the Palestinian markets 
to the Jordanian goods and supply the Kingdom with its 
requirements of water supplies as stipulated in that treaty. 
The writer said that Jordan, where 20 per cent of the peo- 
ple live at the poverty line and six per cent live in abject 
poverty, and where unemployment has reached dangerous 
proportions, has demanded nothing in exchange for the 
conclusion of the peace treaty. But he warned that Jordan, 
whose people are disillusioned by the peace accord, 
should not be taken for granted by Israel or the U.S.. 
stressing that the Kingdom can by no means be certain to 
pursue the peace process if its role continues to be mar- 
ginalised and the needs of its people ignored. 


THERE IS no doubt that the scandal which rocked the 
Israeli society following charges that Benyamin 
Netanyahu had breached public trust will have its far- 
reaching consequences on the Israeli society despite the 
fact that the Israeli premier himself has escaped indict- 
ment. said Al Ra’i daily. The paper said the scandal has 
revealed the extent of corruption which is infesting the 
Israeli political circles and exposed to the whole world the 
deviousness characterising the Israeli leaders. The paper 
said that the charges will not doubt shake the credibility 
of the prime minister and his Likud Party in the eyes of 
the Israeli public and will boost the stand of the opposi- 
tion Labour Party in Israel. Furthermore, it said, the scan- 
dal is bound to prompt a number of Israeli cabinet minis- 
ters to resign, thus paving the ground for the downfall of 
the Netanyahu government which will not enjoy the con- 
fidence of parliament. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


Bv Rami G. Khouri 


The last memorials to atrocity in the Holy Land » 


MUCH OF the complexity of conflict-resolution in the 
Middle East, especially in the Arab-Lsraeli sector, is about 
vanquishing the injustices, atrocities and pains of the past. 
Earlier this month, a gathering in the town of Bireh. in 
Palestine, provided an opportunity for Arabs and Israelis 
to grapple with this vexing burden of painful national 
memory and responsibility, while also raising important 
questions about die role of forgiveness and reconciliation 
in conflict resolution. 

The Bireh gathering of Christians, Muslims and Jews 
from this region and from other countries took place in the 
form of a conference to commemorate the 49th anniver- 
sary of the massacre at Deir Yassin. This was one compo- 
nent of the Deir Yassin Remembered project that was 
launched in 1995 by the activism of an American univer- 
sity professor named Dan McGowan. It aims to raise 
$100,000 to erect a permanent memorial at the site of the 
former Palestinian village of Deir Yassin, now located in 
Israel, west of Jerusalem. Ironically, perhaps appropriate- 
ly. and certainly controversially for many, the proposed 
Deir Yassin memorial would stand north of and within 
sight of Yad Vashem. Israel’s powerful Holocaust monu- 
ment, memorial and museum. 

Tune has only accentuated the vulgarity and the brutali- 
ty of what happened at Deir Yassin. On April 9. 1948, sev- 
eral weeks before the end of the British mandate in 
Palestine. Jewish commandos from the Iigun and Stern 
Gang attacked the village of Deir Yassin and killed over 
200 people, half of them women and children. Twenty- 
five Palestinian men were loaded into trucks, paraded 
through a section of Jerusalem, and then shot in cold 
blood in a quarry. When the operation was over, a total of 
254 Palestinian Arabs at Deir Yassin had been killed, and 
the rest of the 750 villagers fled to Jerusalem. Within 
hours, as word of the attack spread throughout Palestine, 
frightened Palestinians as far away as Haifa fled their 
homes in fear of meeting a similar fate. 

The panic and mass Arab flight sparked by the Jewish 
attack on Deir Yassin achieved its goals. In the subsequent 
weeks and months, the integrity of traditional Palestine 
collapsed. Over 400 Palestinian villages disappeared from 
the face of the map. Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 
became refugees. The state of Israel came into being. The 
wholeness and reconstitution of Jewish national life in 
Israel coincided with the fragmentation and dispersal of 
the Palestinian community. Deir Yassin, for Arabs. 


remains the most profound symbol of this momentous his- 
torical phenomenon — the simultaneous birth of Israel, 
and the fatal wounding of Palestine. 

A physical monument to Deir Yassin would merely man- 
ifest in physical terms what is already permanently etched 
into the Palestinian and Arab psyche — a permanent 
remembrance of Arab vulnerability and weakness at a cer- 
tain time and place, a particular moment in history and 
geography when the reality of Arab community and 
humanity vanished instantly before the knives and bullets 
of a determined, brutal Jewish attack. Deir Yassin still 
haunts us because it still dehumanises us in two dimen- 
sions: it recalls the agony of past helplessness, and it also 
warns of weakness, denial and vulnerability as the recur- 
ring nightmare of our possibly perpetual dehumanisation. 
For what is there to prevent us again from being paraded 
in trucks, shot in cold blood in quarries, and buried in 
mass graves in the lands of our ancestors — as has recent- 
ly happened in central Europe, land of the Enlightenment, 
democracy and liberalism, where dehumanisation was 
funher redefined this decade through the use of mass rape 
as an instrument of deliberate cruelty? 

Like all atrocities. Deir Yassin left behind multiple vic- 
tims — the dead and the living, the targets of the violence 
and also its perpetrators. A monument at Deir Yassin, 
within eyesight of Yad Vashem, could unlock powerful 
forces of truthfulness among Arabs and Israelis alike. U 
could permit both peoples, separately or together, to van- 
quish die pains of the past by ending the tendency by both 
sides to refuse to acknowledge the suffering and dehu- 
manisation that each experienced in their own history. 
Most Arabs today tend to deny the totality of Jewish his- 
torical suffering primarily because most Israelis will not 
explicitly acknowledge Jewish responsibility for the vio- 
lence that Jews and Israelis have used against 
Palestinians. Mutual denial and historical deception have 
nor served these peoples well. 

A memorial at Deir Yassin could transform the current 
cycle of mutual denial to a more morally responsible and 
historically constructive cycle of acknowledgement of the 
past, understanding, compassion and. ultimately, forgive- 
ness and reconciliation. It would help to heal the still open 
and festering Palestinian wound that comes from the feel- 
ing that Palestinians do not exist, that their villages can be 
erased from the face of the earth by the hundreds, that 
their men can be paraded in trucks and slaughtered in 


quarries. More than any other political gesture, a memor- 
ial to Deir Yassin would be an act of moral compensation 
that would allow Palestinians to see themselves, and 
Israelis, in a different, more constructive, way. For just as 
Deir Yassin is visible from Yad Vashem. so is tad Vashem 
visible from Deir Yassin. Only Palestinians and Arabs 
whose humanity has been returned to them can truly see 
Yad Vashem — not just see it physically, but absorb its 
enormous moral and historical meaning, which most 
Arabs refuse to do as a conscious political act. 

Jewish and Palestinian historical suffering are separated 
by many dimensions of time, place, scale and conse- 
quence. but they are united by a single fact: they can only 
be fully overcome by a process of rehumanisation that 
acknowledges the brutality and criminality' of past deeds. 
That process has been under way for many years for Jews 
and Israelis, and it will continue for many more, as it 
should. A parallel process has not yet started, though, 
between Israelis and Palestinians. The importance of a 
■ manorial to Deir Yassin is not just that it could spark an 
Israeli rehumanisation of Palestinians: equally important, 
it could also spark a simultaneous Palestinian rehumani- 
sation of Israelis. „ „ . 

Last year, the Centre for the Study of Forgiveness and 
Reconciliation was inaugurated at Coventry University*. It 
arose from a realisation that forgiveness and reconcilia- 
tion raise two distinct but related issues with global con- 
sequences: “One, the fact that people need to take respon- 
sibility for their actions, and. two. the importance of 
remorse, apology, forgiveness and reconciliation as vital 
elements in peacemaking and peace -keeping.... It is 
becoming clearer than ever that public apologies leading 
to a healing process and forgiveness... reaffirm the 
humanity of people often denied or brutalised during past 
conflict. In the long run. accepting responsibility for one’s 
actions in the past, and expressing remorse and regret, 
may prove to be the most important elements in the 
process of healing and a prime condition for genuine 
peace and stability worldwide.” 

Deir Yassin was the site of a massacre: Yad Vashem 
recalls the evil of genocide. The awkward line of sight 
between the two suggests an opportunity for both Israelis 
and Palestinians finally to gel beyond the agonies of their 
past vulnerabilities. And may these be the last memorials 
to atrocity in the Holy Land. 


Costly tickets to get to Camp David 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


NEW YORK — So every-, 
one wants to go to Camp 
David, now. Yup, skip all 
those pesky interim steps in 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process and just cut right to 
the bottom line. I like the 
idea — but everybody who 
wants to come has to buy a 
ticket. And it wont’ be 
cheap. 

We know one thing about 
the history of the Arab- 
Israeli peace process: there 
is progress only under con- 
ditions of extreme pleasure 
or pain. You have a break- 
through because Anwar 
Sadat does a remarkable 
thing, flying off to 
Jerusalem, or because one 
or both sides are under such 
excruciating pain that they 
have to make unprecedent- 
ed concessions. 


The Oslo breakthrough 
happened only after Israelis 
tasted the intifada for too 
long and after Yasser Arafat 
was isolated and fiat broke 
because he had sided with 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein in the Gulf war. 

The problem with the cur- 
rent moment is that neither 
side is ready to offer the 
other the needed pleasure 
for an unprecedented break- 
through, and neither is 
under enough pain to make 
unprecedented concessions. 

So the United States has 
the choice: use the lure of 
Camp David as a way of 
trying to gradually rebuild 
enough pleasure to carry the 
process forward- or simply 
let Benyamin Netanyahu 
and Mr. Arafat play out 
their reckless fantasies to 
their logical extremes. 

If the parties want to opt 


for Camp David. America 
should demand three admis- 
sion tickets: 

The first is that they each 
take steps to restore a mod- 
icum of trust without which 
any final-status negotiations 
would fail. Mr. Netanyahu 
must commit to a freeze on 
the building of any new set- 
tlements in Jerusalem- and 
the West Bank on expand- 
ing the size of any existing 
settlements. And Mr. Arafat 
should have to arrest every 
Hamas radical he can get 
his hands on. 

Second, Mr. Netanyahu 
and Mr. Arafat must pub- 
licly recommit themselves 
to the core bargain of Oslo. 
That bargain stipulates that 
Palestinians will make a 
100 per cent effort to facili- 
tate a self-ruling Palestinian 
homeland in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 


Mr. Netanyahu violated 
that implicit bargain by 
engaging in unilateral steps 
in Jerusalem and the West 
Bank to create new facts on 
the ground before final-sta- 
tus talks . And Mr. Arafat 
violated that bargain by 
winking at a renewal of ter- 


rorism. 

The third ticket is that 
both sides have to show a 
willingness to build the 
political coalitions neces- 
sary to support the only fair 
peace settlement possible. 
That means that Mr. Arafat 
has to start preparing his 
people for the fact that they 
are not going to get back 
100 per cent of the West 
Bank, the Gaza Strip and 
East Jerusalem. At best they 
will get somewhere 
between 65 and 85 per cent 
If there is no 
Arab/Palestinian coalition 


to ratify such a compromise 
deal, there is no sense going 
to Camp David. 

And Mr. Netanyahu has to 
either build a new coalition 
or start preparing his own 
for a settlement that would 
offer Palestinians 65 to 85 
per cent of the West Bank. 

If the two men refuse to 
buy these tickets for Camp 
David, it means that they, or 
their constituencies, do not 
want to offer the pleasure 
needed for a final deal. In 
that case, regrettably, we 
will have to wait for more 


pain. 

So bring it on. Let them 
trade an eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth, while 
they insist that they have a 
better path for their peoples 
than the Oslo peace process. 
Let them have toe con- 
frontation they so clearly 
want and richly deserve. 


Let Palestinians show us^P- 
how they will redeem 
Palestine with their “blood 
and spirit" as they keep 
chanting. Let them cheer 
their suicide bombers. 

Let Israeli settlers gun 
down Palestinian youths. 
Let Mr. Netanyahu come to 
America and use every 
meeting he has with 
Congress and toe press to 
delegitiraise Mr. Arafat. 
(O.K.. say you do delegit- 
imise Yasser, then what 
Palestinian leadership are 
you going to deal with? So 
you win CNN’s Middle East 
Debating Trophy! Big deal). 

It is sad to think that it 
will require so much more 
pain to get both sides back 
from the brink. But it prob- 
ably will. 


The New York Times 


The haredim and the secular 


territory vs social habits 


By Herb Keinon 


AS SOON as the High 
Court handed down its 
decision on Jerusalem’s 
Rehov Bar-Dan on April 
13, haredi politicians ver- 
bally took off after toe 
justices, and some haredi 
protesters physically took 
to the streets. 

And that was just the 
beginning. Everyone is 
expecting a massive 
demonstration on Rehov 
Bar-Dan on Shabbat and 
— as Eda Haredit activist 
Yehuda Meshi-Zahav 
said — “a hot summer.” 
But the haredi reaction, 
said Bar-Dan University 
geography professor 
Yosef Shilhav. an authori- 
ty on haredi-secular rela- 
tions. stems from a basic 
misunderstanding of what 
the court said. 

True, the court did over- 
turn Transport Minister 
Yitzhak Levy's decision 
to close the street to traf- 
fic during prayer times on 
Shabbat and holidays, 
thereby opening the road 
on these (lays. But in the 
same breath, the court 
said toe road could be 
closed during prayers if a 
solution is found for toe 
secular residents — esti- 
mated at 10 per cent — 
living along the streeL 

There is no doubt, said 
Shilhav, who has written 
extensively on haredi- 


secular relations in 
Jerusalem and who is 
completing a book on 
haredi city management 
for toe Floersheimer 
Institute for Policy 
Studies, that Levy will 
find such a solution. “The 
street will eventually be 
closed on Shabbat,” he 
predicted. 


to an alternate route, and 
use that route instead,” he 
said. 

Those who drive on the 
road on Shabbat, out of 
principle, will eventually 
tire — or leave the city — 
while the haredim, who 
are fighting for the rules 
on their own turf, wiD 
show staying power and 


connection between reli- 
gion and state. It is a 
sharp dispute over the 
character of .Israel as a 
Jewish state or as a' demo- 
cratic state. It is a bitter 
argument over the charac- 
ter of Jerusalem.” 

In toe greater dispute, 
over the character or the 
country, and even the city. 


siege. 

Prof. Shlomo Hasson, 
also of the Floersheimer 
Institute and author of 
two books on haredi-sec- 
ular relations in 
Jerusalem, said these sen- 
timents are not unwar- 
ranted. 

“The concern of the sec- 
ular public is that the 


“ Rehov Bar-Ilan has ceased being just a street and has turned into a social 
issue.... It reflects deep political differences of opinion between the hared- 
im and secular. It is not an argument over freedom of travel on Friday and 
Shabbat on Rehov Bar-Ilan. It is fundamentally a deep dispute over the 
connection between religion and state. It is a sharp dispute over the char- 
acter of Israel as a Jewish state or as a democratic state. It is a bitter argu- 
ment over the character of Jerusalem.” * 


committee. The religious 
parties also have 23 seats 
in the Knesset Rehov 
Bar-Dan was closed soon 
after the elections — 
showing a link between 
the political power of the 
religious parties and toe 
situation on the ground. 

Former Jerusalem 
deputy mayor Meron 
Benvinisti wrote in 
Yediot Aharonot last 
week that after Bar-Ilan, 
Ramat Eshkol will be the 
next neighbourhood to 
“be abandoned” to the 
haredim. Amiram Gonen,^ 
another geographer with 
the Floersheimer 

Institute, said this is 
almost a given, since it is 
so dose to the capital’s 
haredi centre. 


Shilhav's scenario: 
Levy will come back with 
a plan to close the street 
during prayer, and an 
argument will arise over 
the hours of prayer, since 
a minyan can be found in 
the neighbourhood 
around Bar-Dan on 
Shabbat pretty much from 
dawn to dusk. 

“People will stop dri- 
ving on toe street, 
because when they drive, 
they don’t sit and wonder 
what time it is, they want 
to get where they are 
going. They will get used 


What is more signifi- 
cant. he said, is the likeli- 


prevail. 

“In toe public dialogue, 
Rehov Bar-Dan- has 
ceased being just a street 
and has turned into a 
social issue,” Supreme 
Court President Aharon 
Barak wrote in his major- 
ity opinion. 


“It reflects deep politi- 
al differences of opinion 


cal differences of opinion 
between the haredim and 
secular. It is not an argu- 
ment over freedom of 
travel on Friday and 
Shabbat on Rehov Bar- 
Dan. It is fundamentally a 
deep dispute over the 


the haredim are losing, 
Shilhav said. What they 
are winning are the skir- 
mishes over their own ter- 
ritory. toe fights to have 
control over their own 
proverbial “four cubits" 
of space. 

One of the capital’s 
paradoxes is that even as 
it has taken on a more 
secular feel over the last 
15 years — more non- 
kosher restaurants, more 
entertainment open on 
Shabbat — the secular 
population is feeling 
more and more under 


haredim are now in the 
positions of power." he 
said. “It is impossible to 
ignore the municipal elec- 
tions of 1993, and toe 
national elections of 
1996. The (secular) pub- 
lic has not yet felt toe 
results of these changes, 
but is worried that - it 
will.” 

The religious and haredi 
parties won 12 of toe 3! 
seats on Jerusalem’s City 
Council in 1993, and con- 
trol the city s key portfo- 
hos, first and foremost 
the building and planning 


hood that — because of 
haredi power in city hall 
— the yet unbuilt neigh- 
bourhoods of Har Homa 
and Givat Hamatos will 
also become haredi. 

History has shown that, 
in general, the haredim 
win battles when they are 
fighting to control their 
own territory', and lose 
when they try to dictate 
norms of behaviour out- 
side their own neighbour- 
hoods. In Jerusalem, the 
haredim Territory is «row- * 
mg. “ m 


ai K 1 




Jl.H'r ' Y 


••ISfllll;. 
S’ 1 II- 11- 
■ihi-r 

■"‘Hi. : 


, , iv 

l-M - 


-p. 


The Jerusalem Post 


'KRI l ■) 



Features 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, April 22, 1997 


7 



ll "'■-'in,,. 



N 

" v- 

■.mill:. 

H.,aVr^ 

"Mlu. i 



>■' Mancj 

u ; , i ,u i , "n Jnie ,, ; : 

“mid ^ 

•vr 1 - ,ni K 



I'm;,- 
‘ ,u *'■ • |,| J regime- 
lk ' A| "'i’Uv.|' 

‘ iJkr re%j. 
! ‘ 1,10 l "T"njni ; 

• lo -' ^-epiuj l 

■Ik .im,.!-,;.. i C v 
■ Mh ‘ ■'* fwiiinT 

'iiit.ili.e.lJunjj,. 
‘'P"MMh|||1\ 
ll ' n >‘T.e Jiijr-; 
':lt. !iicni . 
“lull 1 1< <n [,ir 

•‘••■'•■le. V,j \„ : 
v - kw .n-l line ,>i. 
imiiy Im K »ih | N - " 
i‘l I Ik - .i joriK- hi- 
l'i‘ l lie l.]*| nifpj,- 


By Jason Webb 
Reuter 

colonia DEL 

SACRAMENTO, 

Uruguay — Until they 
decided to build the 
longest bridge in the 
world, life in Colonia del 
Sacramento had barely 
changed since the town’s 
new bull ring was closed 
after only two months in 

191°. t ‘ 

Built on the sleepy 
.-coast of Uruguay by the 
'’Portuguese 300 years 
ago, Colonia is so quiet 
that motorcyclists com- 
monly balance thermos 
flasks of hot mate tea on 
their laps, sipping from 
metal straws as they 
steer. 

The river plate laps qui- 
etly at one end of the 
street of sighs, whose 
higgledy-piggledy hous- 
es probably earned the 
cobbled lane its name in 
the 18ih century when 
they served as brothels 
for garrisoned troops. 
The southern sun shines 
for months on quiet 
plazas and whitewashed 
houses with lumpy 


World’s longest bridge unnerves 
sleepy Uruguay town 


orange tiles in the town’s 
old centre. 

UNESCO in 1995 con- 
firmed what residents 
had long felt about Colo- 
nia, naming it pan of 
humanitv’s cultural her- 
itage. 

But plans to spend a 
billion dollars on a 
bridge spanning the 40 
km of the brackish River 
Plate estuary that sepa- 
rates Uruguay from its 
much bigger neighbour 
Argentina has left manv 
of colonia's 30,000 
inhabitants uneasy. 

Local authorities glee- 
fully predict that 
investors will pump $400 
million into projects after 
the bridge is built, 
swelling the town’s pop- 
ulation to an estimated 
120,000 by 2015 and 
dragging tranquil Colo- 
nia into the 21st century. 

As the town still seems 
to linger in the 19th cen- 
tury. that means it might 
skip the 20th altogether. 

"These new times 
require new' things." said 
Mayor Miguel Jimeno, 
who believes there is 
opposition to the plan 


because Uruguayans are 
naturally stick-in-the- 
muds and intimidated by 
change. The bridge, he 
said, may prove stressful 
at first but it will be prof- 
itable for the town and 
for the country. 

“It’s like childbirth, it 
may hurt but it will bring 
much joy.” he said. 

Those opposed to the 
bridge want what is on 
the Argentine side of the 
river to stay where it is: 
the sprawling megalopo- 
lis of Buenos Aires, a 
tense, late 20th-century' 
mix of portable-phone- 
wielding yuppies and 
grimy patches of poverty. 

Argentines have long 
taken ferries across the 
river for some peace and 
quiet and tourism has for 
years been Colonia's 
main source of income. 
But some fear a prof- 
itable trickle of day-trip- 
pers may swell into an 
unmanageable swarm 
and thafbuenos aires will 
export its traffic and 
swallow Colonia. 

Maximo Pontet is one 
of those who has doubts. 
“Colonia, it‘s just a love- 


ly quiet town. There 
aren't many bad things 
here,” the '86-year old 
Pontet said, sunning him- 
self on a w eekday m one 
of the town's" leafy’ 
plazas. “But they are 
going to come, eh. Big 
cities, like Buenos Aires, 
in them there’s room for 
good people and bad and 
everybody. And them 
rascals, after this bridge 
the)'’ re going to come 
more over here more 
quickly,” he added, shak- 
ing with mischievous 
laughter. 

Another resident, an 
Argentine woman who 
had fled across the River 
Plate with her family to 
escape Buenos Aires, 
fears the big city will 
come galloping after her 
across the bridge. 

“Progress is not bad.” 
she said, as her young 
sons played by then- 
house in a street almost 
deserted of cars. “The 
union of countries and 
trade is not a bad thing. 
But I think they will have 
to take a great deal of 
care for this little place 
not to be swallowed up 


by the great wolf of 
Buenos Aires.” 

Studies show the bridge 
is feasible if it attracts ”at 
least 7.000 vehicles a 
day. Neither government 
is willing to pay a cent to 
finance it, so it would be 
built entirely by private 
companies, which would 
then charge each vehicle 
a toll estimated by- 
authorities at about $70.’ 
The bridge would cut 
300 km off the land jour- 
ney from Buenos Aires to 
Uruguay’s capital Mon- 
tevideo and hours off the 
journey to Brazil. It 
would’also be a pow erful 
symbol of the growing 
integration within Mer- 
cosur. South America’s 
infant equivalent of the 
European Union. 

The idea was first 
broached in the last cen- 
tury but the commission 
to get the bridge con- 
structed was nol estab- 
lished by the Uruguayan 
and Argentine govern- 
ments until I9S5. and the 
real impetus to get the 
project under way came 
with the creation of Mer- 
cosur in the earlv 1990s. 


The commission plans 
to call for bids to build 
the bridge next year, 
although there is still no 
firm timetable. But even 
some who favour the 
plan express private 
doubts. They say its 
builders would have to 
charge an impossibly 
high toll, more than S100 
per car. to make it prof- 
itable. 

If the bridge project fell 
through, it would not be 
Colonia's first failed stab 
at grandeur. The town's 
enormous bull ring is 
now fenced off from the 
public because its brick 
skin is peeling off dan- 
gerously from the iron 
girders imported espe- 
cially from Britain lor its 
const ruction. 

Built for what was a 
fortune in 1910. it was 
designed io lure rich 
tourists from Argentina, 
where bullfighting was 
illegal. But two months 
later, after only eight 
fights, they banned bull- 
fighting in Uruguay too. 
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Cleanliness 
— a great virtue 

I WE HAVE always been proud to itdle that Amman lops 
'the list of the cleanest cities in the region. It is certainly 
[true, but we cannot attribute this state ol hygiene to ourj 
| individual effort but rather io ihe "orange army's’* trash 
[collectors. deployed in big numbers, in a continued drive 
|to keep our city clean, 
i As matter of fact, we have to admit that we are very 

[messy people. Some o; us do gel angry when wc witness, 
[every so often, people throw ing papers and sttda cans from 
jtheir cars as if littering were the most natural thing on 
i earth. And since most of the mobilised trash collectors are 
not even Jordanians, bur in their majority Egyptians, we 
liner but we do not collect. >o ii has become a habit. 

Some people proposed Lh.it the TV run a "candid cam- 
jera" programme, which could shed some light on the pecu- 
liar attitudes of some drivers and the heaps of (rash that 
come our of their cars. I do think u is a great idej. and such 
a pioneering reel could render people shameful of their 
’attitude once they face reality. 

i As for areas oi attraction, mainly tourist sues, the prob- 
lem ts even more complicated. There are no Hash collec- 
tors to follow each and every picnic-g»x*r or visitor to the 
iDead Sea. Wadi Rum. Petra or Jeraslt. 

! Some families tend to take out .t:t assorted cuisine m the 
[open air. One can find excuses for fun seekers who plan to 1 
j spend the day out. hut why should they litter tens of metros 
around their picnic '.put-** Often we stumble upon thou- 
jsands of soda cans, food leftovers. unJ even baby diapers. 
;on the shoulders of otherwise fascinating tree- lined roads. 

I Cleanliness is indeed a great v irtue, but we have to live 
jup to the clean image of our city and work hard, collec- 
tively. in order to maintain our country clean. 

[ After ail. it i> our duty to keep the cities shining because 
•such a state reflects the cleanliness of our own homes. 


Touchscreen kiosks offer ‘self-service’ government 


By Keith Walker 

PLANS FOR a nationwide 
network of touchscreen 
wrapiner kiosks which will 
.^aable the public to access 
government services 24 
hours a day have been 
announced by Britain’s Pub- 
lic Service Minister Roger 
Freeman. The kiosks, which 
will be situated on street 
corners, in libraries and in 
post offices, will allow peo- 
ple io renew driving 
licences, pay taxes, apply, 
for grants or benefits and' 
ask for information. In a 
pilot scheme, the first kiosks 
have been opened in Lon- 
don, Manchester and Glas- 
gow, in Scotland. “The tech- 
nology exists to deliver 
u in i \N • MiJA ‘self-service’ government to 
the public and business. I 
believe people w'ill be able 
to do these things when and 
where they wish in high 
streets and libraries, at home 
or at work. Instant or nearly 
instant responses will be 
available in most cases,” 
said Mr. Freeman. 

The plan was the centre- 
piece of a Green Paper on 
“electronic government” 
which also calls for the link- 
jug of databases in govern- 
ment departments, such as 
social security, the Inland 
Revenue, the National 
Health Service and the Dri- 
ver and Vehicle Licensing 
Agency (DVLA). It is hoped 
this will save money and 
■ help cut benefit, tax and 
IlH’v passport fraud. The Green 
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Paper also addresses the 
issues of electronically 
“signing” documents, per- 
haps using a smart card, and 
other potential security 
issues. The paper, entitled 
“govemmenLdirect”, is the 
first to be simultaneously 
published on CD-Rom and 
can also be found on the 
Internet at 

www.open.gov.uk/citu/gdi- 
rect/indl.htm. 

hi a separate project at the 
?nd of last year. British 


u*.' | r M ' . telecommunications iBT) 
e ■ | l ,,liU ‘ |,|-ji« l installed the first 20 of 200 

j.. i lii* 1 ' ii . r ,[+- planned touchscreen kiosks 
,.iln*i in London. These will be 

I if installed in hotels, libraries. 
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shopping areas and 
universities and offer news 
and weather information. 
Internet browsing and online 
shopping for items such as 
theatre and cinema tickets. 

“Opening up the market in 
international telecoms will 
bring increased competition 
which means lower call 
charges for homes and busi- 
nesses alike. It will also 
make the U.K. more attrac- 
tive to inward investors who 
will take our cheaper, high- 
quality communications ser- 
vices into account when 
locating their European 
operaiions,"Britain’s Sci- 
,i in** 1,1 |V j^ ence and Technology Minis- 
U* ill 1 ’'// | t -i !l ; r . ter Ian Taylor said. 

Computer-relayed mes- 
sages on Britain’s telephone 
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network is the basis of a new 
national warning system 
developed by British 
Telecommunications fBT) 
under a feasibility study 
commissioned by the Home 
Office. The system — 
believed to be the first of its 
kind in the world — would 
be able to warn entire towns 
of the presence of a threat to 
life or property. One person, 
using a computer, could call 
up a map of any part of the 
country and outline an inci- 
dent area on the screen. 
Every telephone number in 
the area, including those not 
listed in directories, would 
be pulled automatically 
from the BT system and an 
automated message, typed 
into the computer and elec- 
tronically convened into 
speech, dialled to each num- 
ber. The computer would be 
able to identify which calls 
were unsuccessful and cry 
them again later. A continu- 
ous ringing tone could be 
used to deter hoaxers and 
bypass telephone answering 
machines, which are activat- 
ed by intermittent tones. BT 
calculates that the system 
could want the first 1,000 
people in five minutes and a 
town of 75,000 people in 45 
minutes. 

£30 million traffic 

control system planned 

A £30 million initiatives 
for a ground-based version 
of air traffic control systems, 
with information centres 
redirecting vehicles away 
from congested routes to 
clearer roads, was also 
announced by Britain’s 
Transport Minister John 
Watts end of last year. Pri- 
vate companies were being 
asked to submit proposals 
on how to set up. fund and 
operate the scheme. Three 
regional control centres 
would track the movement 
of cars, lorries and buses 
along 6.500 miles of motor- 
way and trunk roads across 
the country. Each road 
would be lined with sensors 
able to detect when traffic is 
slowing and building into a 
jam. The electronic informa- 
tion would be relayed to the 
relevant control centre, 
which would then display 
warnings on roadside signs 
and through local radio sta- 
tions, suggesting alternative 
routes. Lawrie Haynes, chief 
executive of the Highways 

Agency, said: “We want to 
monitor conditions more 
effectively and to improve 
ihe quality of information 
passed onto the motorist ” 

Britain's Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI) 
has opened 19 Local Sup- 
port Centres as part of its 
Information Society Initia- 
tive. The centres give impar- 
tial advice, demonstrations, 
training and consultancy 
services to newcomers to the 
Net and ISDN (integrated 


services digital network). 
The centres are aimed at 
small and medium-sized 
businesspeople in an effort 
to encourage them to trade 
electronically. Recent DTI 
research showed that 
although two-thirds of small 
and medium-sized business- 
es in Britain have comput- 
ers. only a fifth of them 
trade electronically. By the 
end of this year, there will 
be 50 such centres through- 
out the country. 

An Oxford-based book- 
seller is planning to increase 
the number of book tides it 
has on the Internet to almost 
3 million and expand into 
Europe and North America. 
The Internet Book Shop 
(IBS), which in 1993 
became the first bookseller 
to go online, lets people read 
sample extracts, and invites 
customers to leave their own 
reviews of books on the site. 
Using net retailing software 
from Microsoft, IBS has 
introduced an automated 
sales order processing and 
purchasing cycle and a sys- 
tem for gathering marketing 
information on each cus- 
tomer so that suitable tides 
can be recommended. Users 
can activate subject search- 
es, and downloading is acti- 
vated by one click of a 
mouse. IBS can be found at: 
hnp//ww.bookshop.co.uk 

Shopping via 

the Internet 

The first supermarket in 
Britain to offer its customers 
an online shopping service 
through the Internet was 
opened by Tesco in Novem- 
ber. The pilot scheme is 
available to customers living 
within five miles of the 
branch near to Heathrow 
Airport in west London. The 
service allows customers to 
choose from a 20,000-item 
range of goods and order 
directly from a web page 
using a predefined account 
and credit card details. 
Prices charged are exaedy 
the same as in the store but 
there is a service charge of 
£5 an order. Items are cho- 
sen from categories (eg bak- 
ery', delicatessen, pharmacy) 
and placed in a virtual trol- 
ley on the screen. Payment 
is made by credit card, and 
goods can be delivered the 
following day or on any day 
selected, to a maximum of 
30 days. 

Britain’s 1.067 Jobcentres 
have also been linked by a 
powerful new computer net- 
work. Called the Labour- 
Market System, it involves 
21,000 PCs, 1.067 servers 
and 6,000 printers, and han- 
dles five million transac- 
tions a day. the Department 
for Education and Employ- 
ment has announced. The 
system enables jobseekers to 
search for vacancies 
throughout the country and 
cuts down on fraudulent 


claims for the new Jobseek- 
er’s .Allowance by prevent- 
ing multiple claims by the 
same individual at different 
Jobcentres. 

Computers take over 
police ID parades 

Two of Britain’s police 
forces announced computer- 
based systems which will 
supersede the traditional 
time-consuming and tedious 
identity parade. In the sys- 
tem developed by West 
Yorkshire police, in the 
north of England, witnesses 
will be shown a video tape 
of seven people, six of 
which are taken from a data- 
base of video files held by 
the police. Suspects are 
responsible for choosing the 
six other participants from a 
database of volunteers and 
convicted criminals. With 
their solicitors, the suspects 
have complete control over 
which people from the data- 
base are chosen. Each video 
clip is filmed in front of a 
white background, with 
identical lighting. The sus- 
pect is taped in exaedy the 
same environment and 
asked to perform exaedy the 
same tasks as he or she 
would in a traditional identi- 
ty parade. The resultant clip 
is then sent electronically to 
police headquarters where a 
complete video of the sus- 
pect and six others is made 
and sent back to the local 
station for viewing by a wit- 
ness. Meanwhile, police in 
Scotland are claiming a 
world first for a system that 
can call up any known crim- 
inal for a computerised ID 
parade. When a crime is 
reported at a local police sta- 
tion. the witness description 
of the suspect is fed into the 
computer, which poduces 
pictures of a range of possi- 
ble suspects within seconds. 
The witness is then shown a 
number of screens, contain- 
ing six images at a time, 
until an identification is 
made. 

High-speed single-pass 
production of high-quality 
scan files from drawings — 
even from a variety of old or 
soiled originals — is readily 
achieved by a British-made 
large format scanner, with 
automatic size-sensing. The 
unit also eliminates time- 
consuming operations such 
as pre-scans, re-scans, and 
balancing against back- 
ground din. The manufac- 
turer, The Imtec Group, spe- 
cialists in 35mra microfilm 
equipment for storage, 
retrieval, distribution and 
reproduction of drawing 
data, and has developed this 
pure digital machine for vol- 
ume backfile conversion, 
with document transport of 
12 seconds for AO-size at 
200 dots per inch (d.p.i.), 
and 24 seconds for A0 at 
400 d.p.i. 

More than 600 British 


farmers have joined a gov- 
ernment-backed computer 
network which gives them 
up-to- the- minute informa- 
tion on all topics related to 
farming, from weather fore- 
casts to forward grain prices. 
The network. Farming On- 
Line. is run over the Nation- 
al Grid's telecommunica- 
tions network by Energis. It 
is aimed at the many hun- 
dreds of farmers who spend 
long periods of the working 
day in isolated areas. Using 
the system they can now. at 
the touch of a keyboard, 
access information they 
need to make decisions. The 
system also enables fanners 
to “talk" together electroni- 
cally. It is estimated that 
Britain's 80.000 commercial 
farms use around 40.000 
personal computers. 

A security system, 
designed to alert hospital 
staff when a baby is moved 
from its cot without the use 
of an electronic swipe card, 
has been developed by a 
British company. Movement 
Control System. The alarm 
also sounds if the baby’s 
heartbeat or breathing stop. 
The device can also be used 
to lock doors and alert secu- 
rity in the event of an emer- 
gency. 

British scientists 
developing a rival to 
LCDs 

British scientists are using 
a £3 million Trfania krypton 
fluoride laser at the govern- 
ment-owned Rutherford 

Appleton Laboratory. 


Oxford, to make flat display 
screens for use in comput- 
ers. televisions and head-up 
displays. If current perfor- 
mance tests are successful, 
the screens will be thinner 
than a liquid crystal display 
(LCD), cheaper to make and 
with resolution up to 100 
times sharper. The new 
screens, called laterally 
emitting thin-film electrode 
luminescent tLefiel) panels, 
work in a similar way to 
conventional technology. 
Dr. Bob Stevens, of Notting- 
ham Trent University, who 
is involved in the research, 
said: “The Lefiel screen has 
a layer that emits light a lit- 
tle like the phosphor on a 
television tube. This kind of 
rube was used on the first 
Apollo mission because it is 
rugged but nobody has been 
able to make them emit 
enough strong blue light to 
create the full-colour spec- 
trum. So far they give just 
red. green and yellow." 

Research suggested that 
by changing the composi- 
tion of the light-emitting 
layer and subjecting it to a 
laser pulse it will be able to 
give off a blue light of the 
required strength. The uni- 
versity has teamed up with 
three industrial partners to 
create the first full -colour 
screens, hopefully within 
two years. It is likely the 
laptop computer market will 
be the first major user. The 
LCD screens of laptops 
account for more than half 
the cost of the computers 
because they are difficult to 
make. The coloured pixels 


are switched on and oft' by 
thousands of thin-film tran- 
sistors printed in a layer of 
silicon. To ensure the switch- 
es work fast enough, the sili- 
con is backed at 600 degrees 
centigrade and to survive 
this temperature has to be 
fixed onto expensive heat- 
resistant glass or quartz. 
Energy from a laser can 
flash-heat the silicon to oOO 
degrees C without raising the 
temperature of the glass 
beneath to even 400 degrees. 
C. negating the use for the 
expensive heat-resistant 
glass. 

Art students' work 
goes on the w eb 

The Slade School of .Art at 
University College London 
is to present the work of its 
students and guest artists on 
its web site, it has been 
announced. The site current- 
ly carries course information 
and two artistic pieces and 
will be expanded next year 
as pan of the school's aim to 
fully utilise the net and to 
enable artists to use it as an 
interface between the real 
and virtual worlds. The site 
is at 


index.htm 

Among the winners in the 
British Computer Society's 
24tlt annual awards scheme 
w.ls u system that can read 
music quickly and accurate- 
ly. Sibelius 7, considered by 
die judges to have made an 
outstanding contribution to 
IT. operates with music nota- 
tion as word processors do 
with words. The programme 
incorporates many hundreds 
of rules of music notation 
and engraving to produce 
quality output. Another 
award went to Microcosm 
Plus which allows users to 
build maps through large 
amounts of data, so that they 
can find the information they 
need quickly and efficiently. 
A third winner was British 
Telecom for its Inter- Net- 
work Call Accounting soft- 
ware that tracks the billing of 
telephone calls routed 
through its network by other 
telecoms vendors. It collects 
records from one network to 
call operators elsewhere and 
verifies that they have been 
called. It can process 1.000 
call records every second 
and tracks 45 million calls 
each day. 


Advertisement 

Steigenberger Reservation Service end 
its annual meeting 



THE ANNUAL board meeting of the "Steigenberger 
Reservation Service" ended at the Regency Palace Hotel 
yesterday. It was attended by over 80 participants of hotel 
proprietors ■ and general managers from around the 
world. They represent an independent elite group of hotels 
linked together by the world's most up-to-date reservation 
system. 

Activities at the meetings were attended by Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Akel Biltaji and the sessions were 
concluded in the presence of Minister of State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawe'. 

Special arrangements were made for the participants to visit 
various tourism and archaeological sites. The participants 
said i hey uctc deeply impressed by the conference and the 
services offered by the Regency Palace Hold and their 
admiration of Jordan's progress and development. 


www.ucl.ac.uk/sljde/shdc/- 


Lotuion Press Sen- ices 


SRS HOTELS WORLDWIDE 

CONGRATULATE THE 

THE REGENCY PALACE HOTEL 

AMMAN - JORDAN 
FOR BECOMING A MEMBER 
IN THE DELUXE COLLECTION 
PARTNER OF STEIGENBERGER HOTELS 
AS OF 1997 CLASSIFICATION OF 
SRS HOTELS WORLDWIDE 
WISHING THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 
HOTEL MORE PROGRESS AND ONGOING 
PROSPEROUS REPUTATION 

STEIGENBERGER DELUXE COLLECTION HOTELS 

THE REGENCY - AMMAN - JORDAN 
HOTEL AL KH0ZAMA - AL RIYADH - SAUDI ARABIA 
HOTEL SACHER ■ VIENNA 
HOTEL DON CARLOS - MARBELLA 
THE PARK LANE HOTEL - LONDON - ENGLAND 
HOTEL BEAU RIVAGE - GENEVA - SWITZERLAND 
3AYERI5CHER HOr ■ MUNICH 
STcIGENSERGER BERLIN ■ BERLIN 
ROYAL WINDSOR HOTEL - BRUSSELS 
GRAND HOTEL • STOCKHOLM 
STBGEN3ERGER BELVEDERE - DAVOS SWITZERLAND 
HOTEL FRNAKFURTER HOF FRANKFURT - SWITZERLAND 
HOTEL eUfiOPAlSCHER HOF - BADEN BADEN GERMANY 
THE HAY ADAMS HOTEL - WASHINGTON - U.S.A. 

HOTEL LOTTE SEOUL - KOREA fi 

THE PARK LAf£ ■ HONG KONG 3- 

THE PAN PACIFIC HOTELS * 

FOR RESERVATIONS WORLDWIDE 
PLS* CALL THE REGENCV PALACE HOTEL 
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ILO: Migrant workers 
face fraud, exploitation 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
world’s growing ranks of 
temporary migrant workers 
face fraud and a host of 
orher ills as private agen- 
cies increasingly dominate 
the business. the 
International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) said in 
a report. 

The pool of global guest 
workers is estimated at 
more than 42 million, not 
including refugees, asy- 
lum-seekers. illegal work- 
ers or those from former 
Soviet countries, said the 
report, titled “Protecting 
the Most Vulnerable of 
Today's Workers." 

Private. fee-charging 
recruitment agencies con- 
trol as much as 80 per cent 
of labour movements from 


Asian to .Arab countries, 
with their major markets 
Indonesia, the Philippines 
and Thailand. 

“Undesirable conse- 
quences*’ of private sector 
involvement, according to 
the report, include fraud, 
exorbitant fees and unac- 
ceptable conditions . of 
employment for migrant 
wokers, with unskilled and 
non-technical labourers 
particularly at risk. 

Fraudulent practices 
range from soliciting 
applications and demand- 
ing fees for non-existent 
jobs to selection of appli- 
cants on the amounr *of 
money they are willing to 
pay to get the job. 

The trend towards tem- 
porary employment is 


prevalent in both devel- 
oped and developing coun- 
tries. says the report. 

for instance in Canada, a 
traditional immigration 
country, the average annu- 
al inflow of temporary 
workers was more- than 
double the number of per- 
manent immigrants over 
the past decade. 

The number of migrant 
workers in Sourh Korea 
has nearly trebled from 
around 44.000 in 1992 to 
136.000 in 19%. 

The story is much the 
same in the former social- 
ist countries. In the Czech 
Republic there were 
14.500 work-permit hold- 
ers in mid- 1992 and 
67.300 in 1996. 


Africa seeks debt relief 
to fuel flickering upturn 


JOHANNESBURG (Ri — 
It may not mean much to the 
continent's millions of 
shack-dwellers, but Africa 
has just posted two succes- 
sive years of growth and 
could do even better in 1997. 

Half of the 48 sub-Saharan 
nations grew at least five per 
cent in the past two years, 
and the World Bank fore- 
casts overall African growth 
of 3.8 per cent a year over 
the nexr decade. 

Sceptics point to a boom 
in commodity prices that 
may not last, and good rains, 
for the improved perfor- 
mance. 

But more and more 
African countries are stall- 
ing to reap the benefits of 
free -marker reforms after 
the lost decade of the 19S0s 
— when per capita income 
fell by over one per cent a 
year. 

African states — with 
varying degrees of enthusi- 
asm — are adopting the 
policies demanded by 
international investors and 
the Bretton Woods institu- 
tions. 

Now it is payback time, 
according to African leaders. 

Privatisation, trade liberal- 
isation and scrapping capital 
restrictions may breath some 
life into decrepit economies, 
but the world’s poorest con- 
tinent is likely to remain just 
that unless it receives relief 
from its crippling debts. 

A new move on multilater- 
al debt relief, due to be dis- 
cussed at the iwice-y early 
meeting of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank in Washing- 


ton from April 23 to 29. 
offers a glimmer of hope. 

The debt initiative for 
heavily indebted poor coun- 
tries (HIPC) scheme was 
agreed in principle by the 
IMF. World Bank and Paris 
Club of creditor nations last 
year, but it is taking longer 
to implement than originally 
hoped. 

The IMF and the World 
Bank last month approved a 
debt relief plan for Uganda, 
the first candidate. But the 
timetable has yet to be 
agreed with some countries 
wanting completion very 
soon, but others, including 
the United Stares, recom- 
mending that it take place 
only in April 1999. 

British charity Oxfam says 
delays will have a huge 
social cost in Uganda — 
paid in lives — and is lobby- 
ing for a completion date to 
6e set at this month's Wash- 
ington meeting. 

When implemented, the 
initiative could reduce 
Uganda’s S3.4 billion exter- 
nal debt most inherited 
from the regimes of Idi 
Amin and Milton Obote, by 
about $385 million. 

Uganda is a test case for 
other HIPC srates — most of 
them in Africa — with 
unsustainable debt. Ivory 
coast, Burkina Faso and 
Bolivia are other immediate 
candidates for the plan. 
Later, the World Bank says, 
it would look at Ethiopia. 
Mozambique, Mali, Guinea 
Bissau and Sao Tome. 

Servicing .Africa’s 

international debt of about 
$340 billion chews up $24 


billion annually — money 
that the poorest states can ill 
afford. 

“Debt relief can free up 
hand currency for economic 
development — that is why 
it is so important.’’ said 
Haiti a Farhan, African 

economist at ING Barings in 
Johannesburg. 

Candidates for HIPC relief 
will need, in general, to have 
a six-year record under IMF 
tutorship that shows strong 
economic reform efforts, 
although this may vary from 
case to case. 

The rules promise to be 
tough — too tough, accord- 
ing to African finance minis- 
ters who met in Addis Ababa 
earlier this month. While 33 
of die 41 HIPC countries 
were in Africa, the rigidity 
of criteria meant few would 
benefit, they said. 

The new debt relief plan, 
when it comes, may help 
those states which have toed 
the IMF line. But across the 
continent, the economic pic- 
ture is likely to remain 
patchy, as ever held hostage 
to politics. 

South Africa's peaceful 
transition has underpinned 
stability in the southern cone 
and a planned 12-nation 
free trade zone could spread 
its know-how and capital 
throughout the region. At the 
same time Angola has just 
sworn -in a national unity 
government after two 
decades of civil war, and 
reforms are boosting living 
standards in Malawi and 
Mozambique. 


UAE sees 
higher 
spending, 
deficit 
in 1997 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has approved higher 
spending for 1997 with a 
slight increase in the deficit, 
but economists said it could 
again be eliminated. 

Federal expenditure was 
projected at 19.86 billion 
dirhams ($5.41 billion) and 
revenues at 18.87 billion 
dirhams ($5.14 billion), 
leaving a shortfall of around 
$270 million. 

This compares with a fore- 
cast deficit of $240 million 
in 1996. when spending was 
projected at 18.25 billion 
dirhams ($4.97 billion). 

The federal budget for cal- 
endar 1997, starting on Jan. 
1. was endorsed by the cab- 
inet but still has to be rati- 
fied by President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan. 

The official news agency 
WAM gave no details of the 
budget but official sources 
said more than 40 per cent 
of the expenditure would be 
allocated for salaries for the 
nearly 50.000 civil servants. 

“The increase in spending 
was due to the introduction 
of new jobs for nationals 
and pay rises ordered by the 
president last year,” one 
source said. 

The UAE federal budget is 
in theory financed through 
half the income of each of 
the Gulf country’s seven 
emirates. But in effect, 
almost all the funds come 
from Abu Dhabi and Dubai, 
the main oil producers in the 
UAE. 

“The deficit in the UAE 
federal budget is not a prob- 
lem as it could be shored up 
through additional contribu- 
tions from those two emi- 
rates. I think it could again 
be wiped out or slashed as 
there are expectations oil 
prices will remain firm this 
year," an Abu Dhabi-based 
economic analyst said: 

A surge in oil prices in 
1996 prompted Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai to increase allo- 
cations for the federal bud- 
get and titis turned a project- 
ed deficit into a surplus of 
around $970 million by the 
end of the third quartet 
Bankers said they believed 
the shortfall had been elimi- 
nated by the end of 1996. 

The UAE produces 
around 2.16 million barrels 
per day of crude under a 
quota assigned by the 11- 
nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Poet’s feet 
9 Clear from a 
charge 

15 Spicy sauce 

16 Short and thick 

17 Type of cherries 

18 Fall 

19 Lucca money 

20 Books 

22 Coup tf— 

23 Kind 

24 Deer 

28 Type of bank 

29 Where hops get 
hot 

30 Little person 

31 Illuminating 
name? 

32 Becomes 
terrified 

33 Openings in 
chess 

37 Hangs loosely 

38 Lots and lots 

39 Copper product 

40 Candidate's 
ordeal 

41 Inaugural event 

42 Moist 

46 At one — swoop 

47 insertion mark 

48 Sea thafs a lake 

49 Collector’s item? 

51 Kind of skirt 

52 Desert 
55 GA city 

57 Musketeer 

58 Certain U.S. 
native 

59 Touch lovingly 

60 Part of Asia 

DOWN 

1 Strolled 

2 Tokyo airport 

3 Landing site of 
old 

4 Candy container 
of a kind 

5 Terminate 

6 Schooners 

7 Arboreal rodents 

8 Most dolorous 

9 Mart 

10 Oscar winner 


f* 12 |3 14 IS 16 [8 M Ho 111 112 |13 |14 


124 125 1 26 |27 


33 134 135 136 


142 143 144 1 45 


52 153 154 


by Janet R. Bender 


11 Dealing with a 
rebellion 

12 Sturm — Drang 

13 *50s nickname 

14 Norse god 

21 Tennis retrieval 

25 Plant part 

26 Paddy plant 

27 Trueheart 

30 Breathe rapidly 

31 Triumphs 

32 Cigar var. 

33 Dumbbell 

34 Reid 

35 Repast 

36 Competition of a 
kind 

37 Agent 

39 Desert group 

41 Chatter 

42 0fcWHf “* 

43 Grain awn 


□□BD □□□□□ nnnn 
ggQQ BUBBB QQQB 
□DQBQDBQQGIEIQDqq 

DDQ □□□ “ 

HBQQBQaaQHQQnnn 
QQQI1Q QGQQ qhr 

□□□□□ QEfQ 1 QBQqS 

□bo mmmm osqdq 

□□DDQQQBQQQQrcrari 
□QD QQn 
□PHQO HHPQQ □□□ 
□□□□BQBDQHBQQQQ 

QggQ □□□□□ qqHo 

E3BBB BBQDp Ejninn 


C Metfla Services. Inc. 

All rights reserved. 


44 Rays 

45 Docile 


52 Call to an 
unknown 


,, . . , . uilMiuwn 

47 Mustard family 53 ■- pro nobis” 

member 54 Container 


50 Rara — 


56 Patriotic gp. 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST VS 
FOR TUESDAY 
APRIL 22, 1997 ; 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll , A, 
Righter Foundation . 

ARIES: (March 2\ & 
April 19) This is a g 
day today to contact some 
friends who are happy and 
frill of life, as these peopfe 
will improve your raopd 
considerably. Later this 
evening wall a good time' 
to stay home and relax. 

with your loved ones. 1 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Be innovative 
today in the handling of: 
your routines, and your 
superiors will be 
impressed with your 
efforts- If you need a 
favour from someone.later 
this evening, as directly, 
and get it without any dif- 
ficulty- 

GEMINI; (May 21 to. 
June 21) You can make 
some great new contact 
today, however, don't get 
too involved with people 
you don’t know well. Be 
careful while driving on 
the highway, thereby 
avoid any difficulties 
which could be in your 
wav. i 

MOON CHILDREN; 
(June 22 to July 21 ) Get 
your mind off recreation 
today, and try to be more 
efficient in business mat- 
ters. Do something which 
will delight vour male and 
make him or her more 
appreciative of your 
efforts to be more roman- 
tic. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) You can accomplish a 
great deal in the business 
world today, so put home 
affairs aside for the time 
being. You should not 
overeat tonight or you 
could regret the action the 
next morning with a sour 
I stomach. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22 ) Instead of 
running off on any tangent 
today, stick to your rou- 
tines and accomplish 
much as a result of vour 
efforts. Don’t say any- 
thing harsh to your fellow 
associates, since you 
might need their assis- 
tance in the days ahead. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get away 
from your loved ones for a 
while today so you won’t 
fee so hemmed in. You 
will appreciate them more 
when you get back. Later 
this evening will be good 
for meeting with knowl- 
edgeable people for good 
advice. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21.1 It is 
important that you are 
more thoughtful of your 
friends and more tactful 
with your loved ones at 
this time, however, don't 
overdo it. Later this 
evening you can meet 
with fellow associates and 
develop a plan of action 
for y our s uccess. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21 ) Deal with fellow busi- 
ness associates in an open 
and honest manner, so that 
you won’t be embarrassed 
from any secrets. Stop 
worrying so much over 
petty details nobody cares 
about and concentrate on 
the important things. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January’ 20) 
Show more affection for 
your mate today, ami 
improve the understand- 
ing between you 
immensely. You should 
not allow a private con- 
cern to spoil your mood, 
so keep your head up and 
your heart in the right 
place. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21. 
to February 19; Stop 
being so subservient to a 
greedy person today who 
has been influencing vour 
decisions. Get together 
later this evening with 
some upbeat friends and 
have a good rime at recrer 
ational activities which 
are enjoyable. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Be careful 
today that you don't con- 
fide your secrets to people 
who could make difficul- 
ties for you. Be very care- 
ful in motion of any i-inrt, 
especially while driving 
on the highway and there- 
by avoid any difficulties. 

Birthstone of April: 
Diamond — Amethyst 
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\7i review of news from if>e Jlra£ic press 

Phosphate company to float JD50 million and 
$100 million of bonds in Jordan and overseas 

** THE JORDAN Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMCj will be floating JD50 million bonds in the 
local market and $i(J0 million bonds in the 
international market following the approval of the 

f ieneral assembly at an extraordinary meeting held 
ast week. The proceeds from the sale of these Bonds 
will go towards financing a part of the second-stage 
projects at the Shidiyyeh" mine in addition to a local 
$25 million bridging loan to finance earlv produc- 
tion at the Shidiyyeh mine. JPMC Board thairman 
Mahdi Farhan said, noting that the bridgina loan will 
be repaid from the proceeds of the dollar bonds 
which will be floated on' the international market 
Dr. Farhan indicated that the second stage of devel- 
oping the Shidiyyeh raw materials has become an 
absolute necessity to enable the company to contin- 
ue phosphate production at amounts that would be 
enough to cover the requirements of the international 
market and the rising needs for the local manufac- 
turing of phosphatic fertilisers. 

The JPMC chief said the second stage of the plan 
to develop the Shidiyyeh raw phosphate aims at 
boosting the production capacity from 3.25 million 
tonnes a year to 7.5 million tonnes annually by the 
year 2000. Such an increase, he pointed out, will go 
to meet the increasing demand for high-quality 
phosphate and to compensate the decline m produc- 
tion from Al Hasa and Al Abiad mines. 

In addition, the higher output from Shidiyyeh mine 
will be used to meet the needs of the joint projects 
with India and Japan. The project with the Indians 
will consume about 750.000 tonnes of raw phos- 
phate annually whereas the project with Japan will 
consume 80.000 tonnes annually of phosphoric acid. 
Both ventures are expected to start production in the 
second quarter of this year. 

Dr. Farhan revealed that the cost of the second 
stage programme at Shidiyyeh is estimated at $248 
million including the financing of the early stage 
production which would take nearly three years to 
implement. According to JPMC studies, the chair- 
man pointed out. 30 per cent of the financing 
required could be secured from the company’s own 
resources with the remaining 70 per cent from out- 
side financing in the form of bonds or loans from the 
World Bank," the Islamic Bank in Jeddah or other 
Arab and other international funds. These financiers 
have participated in financing the first stage and 
expressed willingness to study funding the second 
stage. 

The chairman told the general assembly that raw 
phosphate reserves in the Shidiyyeh area are esti- 
mated at 1 .2 billion tonnes. He said that according to 
the 1997-2001 plan, JPMC would be able to market 
no less than 6.6 million tonnes this year. 7.5 million 
tonnes in I99S. 7.6 million tonnes in 1999, S.8 mil- 
lion tonnes in the year 2000 and 10.2 million tonnes 
in 2001 if enough output can be achieved (Al Dus- 
tour). 



just found out that soap is made from 
animal fat — I probably gain weight 
every time I shower!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Hariri Arnold and Wka Arylricm 


Unscramble these four Jumbles. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ZAHLE 


[ i 

U_ 


Don't stand there. 
Get the spray can 

/ 


mm Hum Mao* Sown kc 
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SACEI 
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RATVAC ! 
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ANT5 CAN TURN 
A KITCHEN 
INTO THIS. 


DEWLOP 


r Y > ^ 




Answer here: A 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form tha surprise answer, as Sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

[mn nmi 

(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday’s Ambles: BUSHY AMITY SOOTHE PULPIT 
• Answer Working in a slock exchange can be this - 
THE PITS 


iSOjfelPCZA 
\fcM4DteaBQW) 

■ PAN PIZZA. ^ 
... If JMtartlMGnfat);: ^ 

BsfcnBwf SantMcMa, 

.Fried! 
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Head of clearing 
association accuses 
Lloyd’s Register 
of exceeding limits 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The head of 
Jordan Clearance Compa- 
nies Association (JCCA) 
Salim Jadoun. urged the 
government Monday to 
interfere and stop what is 
called "provocative mea- 
sures" by Lloyd’s Register 
is entrusted by the U.N. to 
inspect goods bound for 
Iraq. 

Mr. Jadoun said that the 
inspection by Lloyd's was 
“humiliating to Jordan's 
sovereignty" and infringes 
by the agreement signed 
between the Kingdom and 
the London-based firm, by 
insisting on inspecting Jor- 
dan bound cargo. 

“According to the agree- 
ment, Lloyds has the right 
to inspect only Iraq-bound 
goods, but unfortunately it 
exceeds its limit and 
inspect Jordan-bound 
goods as well," Mr. Jadoun 
said in a telephone inter- 
view with the Jordan 
Times. 

“This -causes delays and 
raises costs and should be 


stopped,” he added. 

Lloyds inspection, which 
started on August 1994, 
replaced a maritime inspec- 
tion of Jordan-bound ships 
which was imposed by the 
United Nations following 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990. 

The inspection was in line 
with the U.N. sanctions 
against Baghdad, permit- 
ting only humanitarian 
goods to reach Iraq. But in 
1994, Lloyds replaced the 
U.S. -spearheaded sea 

inspection. 

Mr. Jadoun said at least 
100 Jordanian firms are 
suffering from this inspec- 
tion “which leads to finan- 
cial loss and delay in deliv- 
ering goods to its final des- 
tination.” 

“We have informed the 
Ministry of Trade and 
Industry to interfere and 
stop these activities by 
Lloyd's but so far nothing 
has been done," Mr. Jadoun 
said. 

He added that Lloyd’s 
activities harm not only 
Jordan-bound goods but 
also the reexport of goods. 


Greenfield 
acquires Koor unit 


TEL AVIV (R) — Greenfield 
Industries Inc of the United 
States has acquired Israel's 
Hanita Metal Works Ltd. 
from Koor Industries Ltd. for 
$20.3 million, Greenfield and 
Koor have said. 

The two companies said 
Greenfield, based in Augusta. 
Georgia, also agreed to 
assume Hanita's $13.6 mil- 
lion in debL 

Hanita. makes high-perfor- 
mance end mills and other 
products for the metal-work- 
ing industry. It has a plant in 
northern Israel and distribu- 


tion facilities in the United 
’ States. It had sales last year of 
about $27 million. 

“This acquisition, which 
will become a pan of our 
industrial products group, 
continues to support our strat- 
egy of adding complementary 
businesses to our existing 
market segments," said 
Greenfield's President. Paul 
Jones* - 

He' said die acquisition 
would enable Greenfield to 
strengthen its market position 
in cutting tools, particularly 
aerospace. 


Advertisement 

BritishBank emphasises proactive 
approach to personal customers 

THE BRITISHBANK, which has operared in Jordan since 1949. 
has become increasingly active in pioneering a range of 
personal banking products and services previously 
unavailable in Jordan. The' emphasis is now on a proactive 
approach to personal customers to ensure that they are aware 
of the range of custom designed personal loans, credit cards 
and premium banking services available. Direct mail, visit 
programmes and advertising are ensuring that the Bank's 
customers are aware, not only of the bank's international 
standards, but also of its desire to offer its customers a high 
quality of service. 

British Bank offers one of the most accessible personal 
packages to employees of leading firms in Jordan together 
with the only credit card currently on offer in the market. The 
message, that BritishBank is here for die private individual as 
well as the corporate customer has been welcomed in the 
market place. With the accent on well trained approachable 
staff. BritishBank is demonstrating Us commitment to 
providing service quality unparalleled in Jordan. 


Oman Eurobond paves 
way for more Gulf issues 


DUBAI lR> — Oman's suc- 
cessful debut on the 
Eurobond market could 
prompt other Gulf borrowers 
ro look to the international 
market to finance costly 
development projects, ana- 
lysts have stud. 

“It could be the beginning 
of a trend. International 
investors are very hungry for 
Gulf paper to diversify their 
investments," Henry Azzam. 
chief economist at Saudi 
Arabia’s National Commer- 
cial Bank, told Reuters by 
telephone from Jeddah. 

“This is a very important 
issue. The international mar- 
ket is hungry for this kind of 
issue, a fact proven by the 
demand .” said leading Saudi 
economist Ihsan Bu Hulaiga. 

“It is creating a benchmark 
for Omani firms and may be 
the first of many," an invest- 
ment manager at a large 
Omani bank said. 

The small, independent oil 
producer, with the region’s 
most libera] economy, issued 
its first international bond in 
March. 

The $225 million, five-year 


issue was twice oversub- 
scribed and priced at a 73 
basis point spread over U.S. 
Treasury notes. Underwriter 
JP. Morgan said the issue 
size was increased, from as 
expected $150 million due to 
the good demand. 

Standard Poor’s assigned a 
triple-B- minus foreign cur- 
rency rating to the issue. 

O mani officials have said 
the bond was designed to put 
Oman . on the international 
investors’ map and diversify 
sources of funding for devel- 
opment projects. 

“At least we now have a 
benchmark for the whole 
region,” Mr. Azzam- said. If 
Gulf firms could get 
favourable rates they could 
be prompted to finance pro- 
jects through a combination 
of commercial loans and 
international bonds. he 
added. 

“It is a very good avenue 
for financing projects in the 
Gulf as certain Gulf coun- 
tries are sensitive to sover- 
eign financing, but 
Eurobonds are widely 
acceptable," Mr. Bu Hulaiga 


said. 

Economists say about S10 
billion needs to be spent 
annually to upgrade the 
region’s basic infrastructure 
in the Jiexi decade — a task 
which has lured scores of 
international contractors. 

The state-dominated Gulf 
economies — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait. Bahrain, Qatar, 
United Arab Emirates and 
Oman — are trying to 
encourage the private sector 
to take a lead in developing 
infrastructure. Governments, 
stung by past overspending, 
are now less willing Go 
finance large projects them- 
selves. 

“Some Gulf countries are 
shying away from sovereign 
bonds by asking institutions, 
like state-owned firms, to 
seek funds from the 
international market them- 
selves," Mr. Bu Hulaiga said. 

In December, the Qatar 
majority state-owned Ras 
Laffan gas project launched 
two bond issues worth a total 
$1.2 billion to finance one of 
the emirate's three major gas 
export projects. 


Analysts said ah Gulf coun- 
tries' public finances 
improved, it was likely that 
the market would see more 
international borrowings by 
Gulf companies. “It is like 
someone regaining self-con- 
fidence.” one said. 

Economists all but ruled 
our sovereign borrowing 
from Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, which have both 
previously borrowed global- 
ly- 

But Bahrain, the least 
wealthy Gulf state, could be 
a future candidate for a 
Eurobond issue, they say. 
“We need to watch Oman 
and Bahrain. If any other 
country in the region is going 
to issue a Eurobond it will be 
Bahrain," said Mr. Bu 
Hulaiga. 

“It is more financially open 
and its financial resources as 
a government are limited 
compared to other Gulf 
states. It needs to expand its 
infrastructure and is interest- 
ed in foreign investment in 
infrastructure projects." he 
added. 


FZNAVICXAZ, MJCRXST 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 21/04/1997 


PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY'S NAME 


P / X 


DTV, 


OF 

TRANS. 


NO. OF 
SHARES 



VALUE OPEN 
TRADED PRICE 
JD 


CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 


269.000 

213.000 

ARAB BANE 

11.8 

1.56 

4 

500 

128020 

-256.00 

256.00 


N 2.100 

1.790 

JOR. NATIONAL BA- 

E 

0.00 

6 

5843 

10571 

1.80 

1.81 

.014- 

5.100 

4.250 

THE BOUSING BK. 

13.1 

2.83 

5 

2250 

11003 

4.90 

4.88 

.02- 

1.090 

.800 

JOR. CULT BANK 

4.8 

8.64 

1 

500 

405 

.81 

.81 


2.800 

1.380 

UNION BK. SAV. INV. 

P 

0.00 

3 

1005 

1427 

1.44 



2.850 

1.040 

BEIT. AL-MAL (BBXTHA) .7 

12.61 

2 

500 

595 

1.19 


BK 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 

193.96 *CHG: 

-0.01 

21 

10598 

152021 




1.820 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11-6 

7.19 

3 






7.500 

6.000 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 

7.7 

5.00 

2 






.950 

.480 

JORDAN IKTL.TRAD. 

25.2 

0.00 

■ 2 . 





- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 

104.19 *CHC: 

0.00 

8 

667 

1133 





T 3.710 

3.060 

JOR. CBtEMT FACT. 

21.5 

2.66 

23 

7299 

27130 

3.65 

3.76 


.3.500 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

34.4 

0.00 

a 

50000 

160000 

3.15 

3.20 


6.100 

4.950 

ARAB POTASS CO. 

18.0 

3.36 

3 

2050 

12196 

5.98 



10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL . REF INARY 

10.3 

7. SB 

10 

1315 

13346 

10.13 

10.15 


3.260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMH.AGR. 

29.4 

0.00 

7 

2400 

5271 

2.21 



4.1O0 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

20.6 

5.32 

23 

5300 

19769 

3.65 

3. 76 


7.250 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND . 

a. s 

3.55 

2 

250 

1763 

7.00 

7. OS 


2. 570 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRT 

7.6 

10.86 

1 

50 

113 

2.25 



5.910 

4.250 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

13.5 

4.04 

3 

400 

1975 

4.80 



.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POOLTKT 

, 11.6 

0.00 

5 

7800 

4282 




1.370 

1.040 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

10.9 

6.45 

2 

500 

535 

1.09 



.950 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

8.9 

10. CM) 

1 

JOOO 

600 

.60 

.60 


1.540 

.730 

INTERNED . PETRO . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

6 

1500 

1165 

.77 



3.730 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE WIRf.HFAC 

IS. 4 

0.00 

2 

1250 

3131 

2.50 



1.170 

.570 

JOR. SULPSO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

7 

4100 

3091 

.75 



1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

26.8 

0.00 

5 

1350 

1916 

1.40 



2.660 

1.420 

UN IV. BOON. INDS. 

4.5 

13.61 

5 

looo 

1478 

1.49 



1.780 

1.140 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

16.3 

a . 26 

5 

2200 

1431 

1.19 



1.230 

.840 

JOR. NSW CABLE CO. 

23.9 

0.00 

19 

13100 

11568 




2.360 

1.750 

EL -BAY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

3 

1550 

2744 

1.79 



1.360 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

27.5 

0.00 

1 

200 

234 




1.440 

.900 

UNION CH. 6 VEO- 

29.1 

0.00 

4 

1250 

1150 

.92 

.92 

- 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 117.98 2 CSC: 

+0.77 

145 

104864 

274888 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 153. 

.26 *CHG: 

+0.30 

174 

116129 

428042 
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.790 .440 JOR. TRADE FAC. 

.840 .670 UNION INV. 50* 

.840 .370 ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

■950 .740 AL-SHARQ INV. 75* 

.740 .510 ARAB POOD E MED. 

.690 .430 ARAB INTL.IBV.TRD. 

.840 .400 ItKTL.nULT.SHG.KAMlCO 

.980 .720 JORDAN STEEL 

.670 .430 ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

.770 .550 RAZZ PHARH. 65* 

.650 .390 INDS. ENG. 

.820 .590 NATL. POULTRY 

■ 870 .5 30 KID. EAST COMPLEX 


12.0 

65.1 

9 

E 

E 

9 

8 

B 

P 

E 

25.9 

B 

9.1 


0.00 

3 

4500 

2025 

.45 

.45 

* 

0.00 

1 

5000 

900 

.69 

.68 

.01- 

0.00 

41 

116500 

57085 

.47 

.49 

• 02+ 

0.00 

11 

70350 

39396 

.81 

.81 


0.00 

4 

2500 

1503 

.62 

.60 

-02- 

0.00 

4 

2500 

1125 

.45 

■ 45 


0.00 

22 

36450 

23693 

.62 

.65 

-03+ 

0.00 

14 

16185 

12462 

.77 

.77 


0.00 

3 

1146 

588 

.51 

.52 

.01+ 

0.00 

S 

16800 

4586 

.62 

.63 

.01+ 

0.00 

2 

500 

210 

.42 

.42 


0.00 

2 

750 

525 

.70 

.70 


0.00 

13 

22750 

17742 

.76 

.78 

-02+ 


GRAND TOTAL 


295931 


161840 


T - s 12 aonthB high 
N i Listed during the put 12 «*?nths 
P i P/E ratio is 100 or nocs 
9 : Nsgstiso P/b 

B : Earning ia zaro or N/A for tha most recent year 



J ord an Marketplace *** Jorda n Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan In 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra.Hotef Shops 
5th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil ■ 





Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

■ We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
unfurnished for rent , 


v: 


STUDIO HR I G 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get ■ 
* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

?-■- Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Swetfieh Tei: 823891 



* One & Two Bedroom* * FUfer 
I Equipped Kitchrocttefi * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


<rowi Horn. 


- INDOOR HEATED. 
SWIMMING POOF 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI 4 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM;' 

-TBWIS&SQljASHf 

- COURTS. -- • 

TEL: -758li0r 
Radio & TV. Station R«L 



For details please oall 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864211 
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Bullets advance to playoffs 
with 85-81 win over Cavaliers 


CLEVELAND (AP) — The 
Washington Bullets 

advanced to the playoffs for 
the first time since 1988 as 
Chris Webber had 23 points 
and 17 rebounds and Juwan 
Howard sank a clutch 
jumper in the final seconds 
of an S5-S 1 victory over the 
Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Webber and Howard, the 
former fab five teammates 
at Michigan, stood at half- 
court in a long, emotional 
embrace after making the 
postseason together for the 
first time since their college 
days in 1992. 

The Cavaliers failed to 
make the playoffs for the 
first time in four years 
under coach Mike Fratello. 
losing 11 of their final 18 
games and finishing two 
games behind Washington 
in the race for the final 
Easn n Conference spot. 

The Bullets will play the 
Chicago Bulls in the first 
round beginning Friday 
night. 

Trail Blazers 100, 
Lakers 96: In Portland, 
Oregon. Shaquille O’Neal 
missed two free throws with 
1.2 seconds left and his 
team trailing by two points, 
and Portland went on to 
defeat Los Angeles and 
deny the Lakers the Pacific 
Division title. 

The teams will meet again 
in the first round of the 
playoffs. Portland won the 
season series 3- 1 . 

Portland outscored Los 
Angeles 16-6 over the final 
five minutes behind the 
overall play of Arvydas 
Sabonis and dutch shooting 
by Isaiah Rider and 
R as heed Wallace. 

Rider scored 20. Clifford 
Robinson and Kenny 
Anderson 18 each and 
Sabonis 16 for Portland. 

Pistons 124, Pacers 120, 
OT: In Indianapolis, Grant 
Hill scored nine of his 38 
points in overtime as 
Detroit ruined what was 
rumoured to be Larry 
Brown's last game as 
Indiana's head coach. 

The Pistons then waited to 
see who their first-round 
playoff opponent would be. 
They started the day one 
game behind fifth-place 
Charlotte in the Eastern 
Conference, but would take 
over that spot if the Hornets 
lost Sunday night at 
Milwaukee. 

After the game. Brown 
denied that any decision 
had been made about his 
future. 

Reggie Miller sent the 
game into overtime with a 
running 3-pointer at the 
buzzer. 

Rockets 103, Spurs 99: 
In San Antonio, the 
Houston Rockets locked up 
homecourt advantage 
through the first two rounds 
of the playoffs w’ith a victo- 
ry that ended the Spurs' 
worst season as an NBA 
franchise. 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
27 points and Charles 
Barkley added 24 for 
Houston. which never 
trailed in the second half but 
could not pull away. 

Houston will be the third 
seed in the West and will 
open the playoffs against 
Minnesota on Thursday 
night. The Rockets, who 
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Chris Webber (R), of the Washington Bullets, puts up a shot over the top of Mark 
West (L). of the Cleveland Cavaliers, at Gund Arena. The Bullets won the game 85- 
81 to go on to the NBA playoffs for the first time in nine years (Reuters photo) 

finished with the same Jersey beat Atlanta. lifeless in its regular season 

record as the Supersonics, The win gave John finale, losing by 20 to 

will have the homecourt Calipari a 26-56 record in Milwaukee to drop to the 

advantage if they play his first season as the Nets sixth playoff position in the 

Seattle in the second round coach. The 56 losses were East, 

because they won the sea- three more than he had in The Hornets will face the 
son series 3- 1 . his final seven seasons at New York Knicks in the first 

Raptors 125, Celtics 94: Massachusetts. round of the playoffs begin- 

In Boston, the Boston The Hawks, who only ning Thursday night. They 

Celtics ended the worst sea- played their starters about finished with the same 

son in their storied history half the game, will have the record (54-28) as Detroit, 

as they matched their most homecourt advantage in the but the Pistons had the 

lopsided defeat of the year. opening round of the play- tiebreaker edge because 

Boston finished at 15-67. offs against Detroit. they won the season series 

far worse than the previous Reserve forward Alan 3-1. 
team mark for futility of 22- Henderson led Atlanta with Vm Baker led Milwaukee 

46 in 1949-50. It also is the a career-high 19 points and with 31 points on 13-of-13 

seventh worst record in 10 rebounds. shooting. Amion Gilliam 

NBA history. Bucks 120, Hornets 100: added 23. The Bucks 

Damon Stoudumire In Milwaukee, playoff- missed the playoffs for the 

scored 32 points against a bound Charlotte looked sixth straight season, 

weak Celtics defence that 

was at its most porous. The 

Raptors widened their lead | RIT'^TTT TSI 

in each quarter, stretching it | 

to as manv as 35 points , oc ~ n , 

before Boston scored the Boston , « 

Washington 85 Cleveland SI 

Net ? 10^ Hawks 9*»- In i Detroit 124 Indiana 120 (OT) 

Em Rutherford New Portland 100 LA Lakers 96 

SL rim Inrt c^n Houston 103 San Antonio 99 

Jersey. Jim Jackson had 25 „ ino ... . 

points. 10 rebounds and 12 drney 08 Adam* 92 

assists for his second triple- Milwaukee 20 Charlotte 00 

double this month as New I u, 9 h Sacramento 109 


lifeless in its regular season 
finale, losing by 20 to 
Milwaukee to drop to the 
sixth playoff position in the 
East. 

The Hornets will face the 
New York Knicks in the first 
round of the playoffs begin- 
ning Thursday night. They 
finished with the same 
record (54-28) as Detroit, 
but the Pistons had the 
tiebreaker edge because 
they won the season series 
3-1. 

Vm Baker led Milwaukee 
with 31 points on 13-of-13 
shooting. Armon Gilliam 
added 23. The Bucks 
missed the playoffs for the 
sixth straight season. 


RESULTS 


Toronto 

Washington 

Detroit 

Portland 

Houston 

New Jersey 

Milwaukee 

Utah 


125 

Boston 

94 

85 

Cleveland 

SI 

124 

Indiana 

120 (OT) 

100 

LA Lakers 

96 

103 

San Antonio 

99 

108 

Atlanta 

92 

120 

Charlotte 

100 

113 

Sacramento 

109 


CRUSHER PLANT FOR SALE 

Used German-made crusher for 
sale, in excellent condition. 
Capacity 100-tonne per hour. 

Can be inspected while in 
operation in Amman and can be 
re-exported. 

Please contact mobile phone 
No. 079-24493 for more details. 

/ 'w' CINEMA TEL:634144 

frl [ PHILHDELPHIH “1» 

^ Michael Douglas 

& Val Kilmer ... in 

^ THE GHOST AND 

Q THE DARKNESS 

o 

Cj Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Two Apartments And A Studio For Rent 

Both in the same only 2 floor family builtfing, located in the best 
residential area in Amman. 

The First One is 240 sq.m. Surrounded of balconies overiooking 
a nice garden. Fully, newly and luxuriously furnished. As the 
Location is almost in the central of most foreign embassies in 
Jordan, then it's very suitable for a CD family. 

The Second One is a ground floor independent with its private 
garden. Cozy, soundproof, fully furnished and equipped. 

In Addition there is a Nice Studio on the first floor large roof, 
fully furnished and equipped, independent, with a beautiful 
view. 

H inte rated of any please call 671509. 


Ecclestone 
and Hill 
trial dates 
delayed 

IMOLA. Italy (AFP) — 
Hearings into the Ayrton 
Senna trial, ser for April 24, 
28 and 29, have been post- 
poned because of a crowd- 
ed court calendar. Judge 
Antonio Costamo said 
Monday. 

Formula One 

Constructors Association 
President Bemie 

Ecclestone and world 
champion Damon Hill, 
Senna's Williams team- 
mate when the Brazilian 
was killed at the 1994 San 
Marino Grand Prix, were 
due to have testified on 
those days. 

New trial dates will be 
made public on May 6. 

Frank Williams, whose 
team will be at Imola on 
Thursday for the first prac- 
tice session for Surfday’s 
Grand Prix. is accused of 
manslaughter, along with 
his technical director 
Patrick Head, designer 
Adrian Newey and three 
race officials. 


Barcelona aim for Euroleague title 


ROME (R) — Barcelona, 
who- considered themselves 
moral victors last year but 
left empty-handed, bid to 
take home the trophy this 
rime from Europe’s final 
four basketball champi- 
onship which begins on 
Tuesday. 

They start favourites to 
beat Villeurbanne of France 
and earn the right to play 
Olympiakos or Ljubljana of 
Slovenia in Thursday's 
final. 

Only then can the Spanish 
dub lay the ghost of 12 
month ago when 
Panathinaikos took the title 
amid bitter scenes. 

Barcelona lost 67-66 but 
complained that the Greeks 
should have been penalised 
for violating the 30-second 
shooting rule in the last 
minute. 

The Spaniards were also 
upset by a crucial block four 
seconds from time which 
they argued was irregular 
because it came after the 
ball had hit the board 
behind the net 

FIB A, foe international 
ruling body, acknowledged 
that "certain errors” had 
been made by foe referees 
and other officials and foe 
Spanish club accepted foe 
admission as moral com- 


pensation. 

The disappointment of 
losing foe final seemed to 
weigh heavily in foe early 
part of this season when 
Barcelona struggled to 
qualify for foe quarter-finals 
with a modest S-S record 
from their 16 matches in foe 
Euroleague stages. 

But since veteran coach 
Aito Garcia Reneses signed 
shaven-head Serb Sasha 
Djordjevic in January. 
Barcelona’s fortunes have 
been transformed and in 1 1 
saines foe newcomer has 
moved near foe top of the 
points-scorers’ list, averag- 
ing 14.4. 

This is Barcelona’s fifth 
final four appearance in foe 
nine years of foe competi- 
tion and they may not have 
a better chance of lifting foe 
crown. 

Tuesday’s opponents 
Villeurbanne are newcom- 
ers to foe big time and 
although they did well in 
Euroleague qualifying ( 1 2- 
4), they should find that 
Barcelona carry too many 
powerful guns. 

Olympiakos arrive in 
Rome along with their 
4,500 supporters on a high 
after brushing aside cham- 
pions and bitter rivals 
Pananfoinaikos in foe quar- 


ter-finals. » 

Few could have forecast 
foe ease wilh which 
Olympiakos won foe away - 
leg against Panathinaikos 
and they seem to have pm 
behind them their modest 
qualifying record (9-7). 

Olympiakos have flattered 
to deceive more than once 
in the final four hut big 
names such as Dragan 
Turkic and Panayotis 
Fasoulas should at least 
ensure that the Greeks give 
a good account of them- 
selves. 

Olimpija Ljublanja. 10-6 
in qualifying, are a young 
side and something of a sur- 
prise package. 

Coach Zmago Sagadin, 
who led Olimpija to 1994 
European Cup victory, says: * 
■*Our goal was to reach foe 
Euroleague quarter-finals. 
After managing that a heavy 
burden was removed from 
our shoulders and we were 
able to play in a relaxed 
fashion.’’ 

They relaxed enough to 
edge past foe well -fancied 
Stefanei Milan to claim 
their ticket to Rome and 
could push Olympiakos 
hard though lack of experi- 
ence at this level is a big 
disadvantage. 



Parma blow chance as Leverkusen 
and Barcelona win; Nice reach final 


LONDON (R) — Parma 
blew their chance of clos- 
ing the gap on Italy’s Serie 
A leaders Juventus when 
they crashed to a surprise 
2-0 defeat at the hands of 
Udinese on Sunday. 

Meanwhile. Bayer 
Leverkusen cut Bayern 
Munich’s lead in foe 
German League to three 
points and Barcelona 
regained second spot in 
Spain with a 2-0 win over 
Athletic Bilbao. 

Celtic’s 3-0 win over 
Aberdeen meant Glasgow 
Rangers had to delay cele- 
brations for their record- 
equalling ninth consecu- 
tive Scottish 

Championship and Nice 
booked their place in the 
French Cup final. 


Parma remain six points 
adrift of Juventus after 
LTdinese, who beat foe 
leaders last week, added a 
second high-flying scalp 
thanks to second-half 


goals from defender 
Alessandro Pierini and 
German international 
Oliver Bierhoff who con- 
verted a penalty. 

Parma are now under 
increasing pressure from 
Intemazionale who are 
just a point behind after 
Saturday’s 2-1 win over 
Cagliari. 

Fourth-placed Samp- 
dbria were held to a goal- 
less draw at home to 
Verona while Lazio, in 
fifth, made up some 
ground with a crushing 6-1 
win over bottom club 
Reggiana, striker Igor 
Protti netting a 15-minute 
hat-trick in foe first half. 

Germany 

In foe only game played 
on Sunday, Bayer 
Leverkusen stepped up 
their title campaign with a 
2-1 victory over VFB 
Stuttgart to cut Bayem 
Munich’s lead at foe top of 
the Bundesliga to three 
points. 


Paulo Sergio and Ulf 
Kirsten gof foe goals 
which moved Leverkusen 
three points clear in sec- 
ond place ahead of cham- 
pions Borussia Dortmund 
with six games to play. 

Spain 

Goals from Ronaldo and 
Abelardo Fernandez gave 
Barcelona a 24) win over 
Athletic Bilbao and car- 
ried them into second spot 
seven points behind Real 
Madrid. 

Brazilian midfielder 
Rivaldo kept Deportivo in 
the chase for Europe next 
season with both goals in 
foe 2-1 win at Logrones, 
one of them from the 
penalty spot, while trou- 
bled champions Atletico 
Madrid stayed in the hunt 
for a UEFA Cup place 
with a 3-1 victory over 
Valladolid. 

Scotland 

Two goals from 


Portuguese striker Jotge 
Cadete and one from^-. 
Simon Donnelly kept alive^ ’ 
Celtic’s slim hopes in the 
Scottish championship as 
they beat Aberdeen 3-0 on 
Sunday. 

The win leaves Celtic 
nine points behind arch- 
rivals Glasgow Rangers 
wfto, with three games 
remaining, need just a star 
gle point to clinch a 
record-equaJling ninth 
successive crown. 

France 

Nice booked their place 
in foe French Cup final 
with a lone strike from 
Thierry de Neef in the 
33rd minute enough to 
sink Second Division 
Laval. 

In the final at Parc des 
Princes on May 10 they 
will face Guingamp who 
beat Montpellier 2-0 after 
extra time in the other 
semifinal on Saturday. 


Are you talented? 

Are you hard working? 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO WORK IN A STATE- 
OF-THE-ART MUSIC STUDIO? 

SHARAF MUSIC PRODUCTIONS 
is looking for: 

• Sound engineers 

• Composers 

• Musicians 

Please call or send your CV to the following 
address: 

SHARAF MUSIC PRODUCTIONS 
P.O. BOX 5296 
Amman 1 1 1 83 Jordan 
Tel. 825582, Fax 811374 

ONLY PEOPLE WITH A GOOD WORK ATTITUDE NEED APPLY. 


TWO FLATS FOR RENT 

Each consists of 2 bedrooms, with lt*s 
other utilities . 

Annul rent: JD 3,250 and JD 4,250 
Building #136 Damascus Street - Abdoun 

For information call Tel.: 692540 
From 8:30 a jn. - 1 :30 p.m. and 4 -7 p.m. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAH SHARIF 
&TANNAH HJRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AB OVoid 3Q 108783 *AJ543 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1 * PtM 2 0 Pbm 

30 Pass 4* Pus 

4? Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 2 - North-South vulnerable. 
South deals. 

7A2 c-Q J8 6 4 2 4XQ7 

Tbe biddinehas proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST ■ 

10 Pan 2 + Pass I 

20 Pbm 27 Pbm 

What do you bid uon? 

Q-3 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

*AKQl04 7AJ83 2 Ofl 5 

i 

Theblddi ng haa proceeded: ‘ 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1 * P 2 O Pbm , 

2? Pm® 2 OT Pbm ' 


What do you bid how? 

Q. 4 - Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

*AKQ J 70S 778 098 4A6 

Th e bid ding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1* Pom 2+ Pom 

? 

What do you bid now? 

]Q,5 - Neither vulnerable, as 
| South you hold: 

*AJ975 7K8 OK Q 10 7 +J9 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NRTH EAST 

1* Pass 27 Pbm 

What Ja you bid now? 

Q. 6 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*AKQ82 CQ J 10 5 OK S3 *8 
. Partner opens Lhe bidding with one 
! heart. What do you respond? 


JORDAN TIMES TEL: 699634. 68431 1 


CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILHDELPHIH “2” 

Demi Moore in 

STRIPTEASE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30.10:30 


' CINEMA TEL: 6992 3 S 

PLflZB 

Eddie Murphy ....in 

METRO 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15.6:30,8:30. 10:30 

THE HUNCHBACK OF 

NOTREDAME 

Show: 5:00 p.m. 


CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Steven Segal.. .in 

GLIMMER MAN 

Shows: 12:30,3:30.6:15.8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

M ichael Jordan ...in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

The political satire 

amn ya ho 

For reservations call 6251 55 
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Stuttgart 
.^sellElber 
to Bayern 

STUTTGART (R) — VFB 
Stuttgart said Monday their 
Brazilian striker Giovane 
Elber would join Bayern 
Munich in the dose season 
and Nigerian Jonathan 
Akpoborie would replace 
him. 

Stuttgart President Ger- 
hard Mayer-Vorfelder said 
the clubs were still negoti- 
ating the exact transfer fee 
for Elber but it would be 

more than 10 million marks 
(S5.8 million). 

Elber is expected to slot 
into Jueigen Klinsmann's 
position at Bayern. The 
Germany captain has 
decided to leave the club at 
the end of the season, 
although he has yet to 
decide where he will go. 
Italy’s Parma are among 
the possibilities. 

The exact fee for Akpo- 
borie depends on the fate of 
his current club Hansa Ros- 
tock. 

According to his con- 
tract. Stuttgart will pay five 
million marks (S2.9 mil- 
lion) if the east German 
club stay in the Bundesliga 
and four milli on marks 
(S2.3 million) if they are 
relegated. Rostock are cur- 
rently one point above the 
relegation zone. 

Elber and Akpoborie are 
two of the most exciting 
strikers in the Bundesliga. 
The B razilian, who is keen 
to improve his chances of 
playing for his country by 
moving to Germany's 
highest-profile club, has 
scored 16 league goals this 
season. 



American Misty Hyman competes in the women's 200 metres backstroke at the 
world short-course swimming championships in Gothenburg. Chen Yan of C hina 
won the race ahead of Hyman in two minutes 07.50 seconds (Reuters photo) 


Bruguera has easy start 
in Monte Carlo Open 


MONTE CARLO fR) — 
Sergi Bruguera, who 
hopes 1997 will be the 
year of his return to die 
top, had a perfect stair to 
the Monte Carlo Open on 
Monday, easing past com- 
patriot Javier Sanchez in 
straight sets. 

The 26-year-old 

Spaniard, winner here in 
1991 and 1993, dismissed 
Sanchez 6-4 6-1 and said 
he still found it hard to 
adapt to the slow surface 
after months on hardcourt. 

"It is very hard to be 
patient enough, to get the 
right discipline on clay. 
You always want to finish 
points quickly.’’ he said to 
explain a pedestrian start 
to the game. 

The 1993 and 1994 
French Open champion, 
seeded 1 6th, trailed 
Sanchez 2-0 at first but 
soon recovered to level at 
3-3 and win the first set at 
the net. 

The second set was a 
tennis lesson as Bruguera 
outpaced his rival to hand 
him his third defeat in this 
third clash between the 
two Spaniards this season. 

“There must be 18 or 19 
of us on the circuit so it is 
only natural that we should 
meet often between 
Spaniards," said Bruguera. 
whose game suffered last 
season following an opera- 
tion. 

Spaniards will be among 
the favourites in this year’s 
Monte Carlo tournament 
with 12 of them in the 



Sergi B rug era 

draw, half of them seeds. 
Four Spaniards played the 
semifinals of Lhe 
Barcelona Open last week. 

Bruguera. who surged 


hack in key Biscay ne this 
reason, losing only in the 
final to Austrian Thomas 
muster, hopes he will he 
the one who makes the 
best impression here. 


"I* ve worked very haul 
to he hack at im h?»l alter 
the worst season of my 
career. Hopefully, this sea- 
son l will play as well as in 
the past." he said. 
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Orioles romp 11-1 over Boston as Seattle trounce Minnesota in American League 

Cubs finally win a game as Giants beat Marlins in National League 


BOSTON (R) — Jeffrey 
Hammonds and Rafael 
Palmeiro hit two-run dou- 
bles in a six-run fourth 
inning to power the streak- 
ing Baltimore Orioles to an 
11-1 win over the Boston 
Red Sox On Sunday. 

The Orioles, who explod- 
ed for 15 hits off six pitch- 
ers, have won seven of 
their last eight games and 
own the best record in the 
American League at 11-3. 

“We have better pitching. 
We have better chemistry 
and we have better defence 
than last year,” said 
Palmeiro, who drove in a 
third run with a bases- 
loaded walk in the ninth. 
“When you have all those 
you are going to win some 
. games ” 

<3 4 Jimmy Key improved to 
3-0 in four starts, allowing 
one run and five hits in 5- 
2/3 innings. 

In Chicago, Tony Phillips 
drew the third consecutive 
walk from Brian 
Boehringer to force in the 
winning run as the Chicago 
White Sox squandered a 
five-run lead before edging 
the New York Yankees, 8- 
7, in 1 1 innin gs. 

It was the second time in 
four days that the Yankees 
lost a game on a bases- 
loaded walk. 

Boehringer retired the 
first two batters before Ron 
Karkovice doubled off the 
left-field wall. Ozzie 
Guillen, Ray Durham and 
Phillips then were given 
..free passes as the White 
-■ £ox won for just the second 
time in their last eight 
games. 

Phillips, who had taken a 
called third strike two 
innings earlier, drew a 3-1 
count on Boehringer before 
asking second-base umpire 
Rick Reed to move. The 
request drew an angry 
response from first-base 
umpire and crew chief John 
Sbulock,- and after a delay 
of several minutes, 
Boehringer threw a. pitch 
low and outside to force 
home Karkovice. 

. In Cleveland, Chad Cur- 
tis broke a tie with a leadoff 
homer in the sixth inning 
and the Cleveland Indians 
took advantage of some 
shoddy defence by the Mil- 
waukee Brewers for a 6-4 
victory. 

Orel Hershiser allowed 


six hits over 6-2/3 innings 
for the Indians, who bene- 
fited from three errors by 
the Brewers. 

“We made Hershiser look 
great," Brewers manager 
Phil Garner said. “We were 
impatient hitters, swinging 
at bad pitches, especially 
when we grounded into 
two key double plays." 

In Detroit, Mike Moehler 
pitched seven-plus innings 
and Tony Dark hit a three- 
run homer in a five-run First 
as the Detroit Tigers beat 
the Oakland Athletics 9-2. 

Damion Easley and Brian 
Hunter added solo homers 
for Detroit, which snapped 
a four-game losing streak. 

Moehler (1-0) allowed 
rwo runs and eight hits with 
one walk and three strike- 
outs. 

In Kansas City. Jason 
Dickson tossed a three-hit- 
ter and Tun Salmon had 
RBI as the Anaheim Angels 
pounded the Kansas City 
Royals. 11-1, to halt a 
three-game losing streak. 

Staked to a 5-0 lead in the 
first innin g, Dickson retired 
the first II batters he faced 
before Jay Bell hit a two- 
out double in the fourth. 

“My fastball and change- 
up were working together, 1 
was keeping them off-bal- 
ance," Dickson said. “I’m 
not going to oveipower 
anybody.” 

In Seattle. Ken Griffey hit 
his league-leading ninth 


homer and drove in ihree 
runs, and Norm Charlton 
retired the final four batteis 
to notch his fifth save as the 
Seattle Mariners salvaged 
the finale of a three-game 
series by defeating the 
Minnesota Twins, 10-6. 

Griffey, who tied Col- 
orado’s Lany Walker for 
the Major-League lead, 
also drew a bases-loaded 
walk in the eighth inning. 

At Texas, Dean Palmer 
homered twice, including 
his sixth career grand slam, 
and drove in five runs and 
Ivan Rodriguez added a 
homer and two RBL pow- 
ering the Texas Rangers to 
a 10-5 victory over the 
Toronto Blue Jays. 

Palmer hit his first home 
run of the game and third of 
the season, a solo shot, in 
the second off starter Juan 
Guzman (2-2) to pull Texas 
within 3-2. His grand slam 
an inning later gave the 
Ransers a 6-3 lead. 


bleeding 


stop 
at 14 


games 


The Chicago Cubs finally 
won a game. 

The Cubs shook the bear 
off their backs by beating 
the New York Mets 4-3 in 
the second game of a dou- 
bleheader on Sunday. 

The victory ended the 
second-worst season-open- 
ing losing streak in Major- 
League history’ at 14 


games. 

The Cubs’ Kevin Foster 
allowed one run and four 
hits over 6-1/3 strong 
innings and Rey Sanchez’s 
RBI single snapped a sixth- 
inning tie. 

“It has been really hard,” 
Foster said. “Everybody 
has been pressing. 

Jose Hernandez and 
Kevin One added RBI hits 
in the seventh for Chicago, 
whose starting lineup fea- 
tured just one player hitting 
above .216 — first base- 
man Mark Grace. 

Chicago’s 14 losses to 
open the season was second 
only to the 1988 Baltimore 
Orioles, who lost their first 
21 games. 

The Mets handed the 
Cubs that 14th loss with an 
S-2 drubbing in the first 
game, which was highlight- 
ed by Carl Everett hitting 
home runs from both sides 
of the plate, including a 
grand slam. 

At Colorado, Dan-en 
Holmes allowed one run in 
sLx innings in his first 
Major-League start and 
John Vander Wal drove in 
three runs as the Colorado 
Rockies defeated John 
Smoltz and the Atlanta 
Braves 9-2 on Sunday. 

Holmes had made 319 
career relief appearances. 
He surrendered five hits 
and struck out five. 

“It was his first Major- 


League start and you throw 
him against the Atlanta 
Braves," Rockies manager 
Don Baylor said. 

In Los Angeles. Craig 
Biggio homered twice and 
drove in all three runs and 
rookie Chris Holt allowed 
one run over seven innings 
as the Houston Astros 
topped the Los Angeles 
Dodgers 3-1 to take the 
rubber game of their three- 
game series. 

Biggio opened the scor- 
ing in the third inning with 
his second homer of the 
season, a solo shot off 
starter Ismael Valdes. He 
snapped a 1-1 tie in the 
eighth with a two-run shot 
off reliever Tom Candiotti. 

Raul Mondesi hit home 
run for Los Angeles. 

In Philadelphia, the Mon- 
treal Expos took a double 
header from the Phillies. 5- 
1 and 3-0. 

In the first game. Jeff 
Juden and Dave Veres com- 
bined on a three-hitter and 
Mark Grudzielanek dou- 
bled in two runs. 

Bobby Munoz (0-4) 
became the first four-game 
loser in the National 
League and is winless in 
his last 15 starts since July 
27th, 1994. 

In the second game. 
Pedro Martinez allowed 
five hits in 7-1/3 innings, 
and F.P. Santangelo had 
two hits and scored two 


runs for the Expos’ victory. 

In Pittsburgh, Kevin 
Young drove in three runs, 
including a two-run single 
in the fifth, and Jon Lieber 
pitched seven strong 
innings for his First win of 
the season, leading the 
Pittsburgh Pirates to~a 5-3 
victory over the Cincinnati 


Reds. 

Young had a sacrifice fly 
in the first inning against 
Reds starter Kent' Mercker 
> 1-2) and his two-run sin- 
gle in the Fifth oft' reliever 
Ricky Bones extended 
Pittsburgh’s lead to 5-2. 

In Honolulu. Quilvio 
Veras and Ken Caminili 


RESULTS 

Ajneri can-U a ene 


Baltimore 

11 

Boston 

i 

Cleveland 

6 

Milwaukee 

4 

Detroit 

9 

Oakland 


Chicago 

8 

New York 

7 1 11 Inns) 

Anaheim 

11 

Kansas City 

1 

Texas 

10 

Toronto 5 


Seattle 

10 

Minnesota 6 
National League 


Montreal 

5 

Philadelphia 

1 (1st Gm) 

Montreal 

3 

Philadelphia 

0 1 2nd Gm j 

Pittsburgh 

5 

Cincinnati 

3 

Colorado 

9 

Atlanta 


Houston 

3 

Los Angeles 

\ 

San Francisco 

2 

Florida 

0 

NY Mets 

8 

Chicago Cubs 

2 1 1st Gnu 

Chicago Cubs 

4 

NY Mets 

3 (2nd Gm) 

San Diego 

8 

St Louis 

T 


i 

each had two hits and two 
RBI as the San Diego 
Padres salvaged the final 
game of their ihrec-game 
series in Hawaii with an 8- 
2 victory over the St. Louis 
Cardinals. 

The game closed out lhe 
series at Honolulu's Aloha 
Stadium, which has not 
been used for baseball in 15 
years. The three-game 
series drew 77.432. 

In San Francisco. Osval- 
do Fernandez and three 
relievers combined on a 
seven-hitter, and Jeff Kent 
and Rick Wilkins had sacri- 
fice flies as the red-hot San 
Francisco Giants posted 
llieir ninth straight win 
with a 2-0 blanking of the 
Florida Marlins. 

Fernandez i2-li held 
Florida to five hits with a 
walk and a strikeout over 
seven innings. He is 3-1 
with a 1.21 era lifetime 
against the Marlins. 

The Giants' 13-3 start is 
their best in 59 years. 
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Announces 

the opening of its KG & Grades: 

0,2, 3,4,5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 ) 
for the Academic Year 1997-98 
f»nd the opening of its remaining Grades 
for the Academic Year 1998-99. 


fgistration starts on It / ;> / 97 


For more information contact: 

Registration Office 
Shemesani-Adli Center-4^ floor 
Tel: 06-697-320 
Fax: 06:697-905 
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School Qumer: Universal Group for Educational $wiai 




Put all your eggs in one basket! 


Happy Easter. 





Jordan Design 
( Trade Center 


Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Tel. 6991 41 !2 Opening hours 6:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
I Off Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Cardens & Safeway, 2nd right after gas station] 
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Sudan signs peace pact 
with four rebel groups 

Bashir sends envoy to Ethiopia 


KHARTOUM I AFP) — The 
Sudanese military govern- 
ment has prepared to sign a 
peace agreement with four 
armed southern factions at 
the Republican Palace here 
late Monday afternoon, 
media reports said. 

An accord has been 
reached between the junta 
.and the South Sudan 
Independence Movement 
(SSIM). the Bahr A1 Ghazal 
group of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA), the 
Independence Movement 
(Bor Group! and the 
Equatoria Defence Force. 

All four factions broke 
away from the mainstream 
SPLA between 1991 and 
1995. The SPLA, led by 
Colonel John Garang. has 
persistently turned down 
peace overtures by the gov- 
ernment and has joined the 
northern opposition in fight- 
ing central government 
forces in eastern and southern 
Sudan. 

According to Urn Durman 
Radio and local newspapers. 
Monday's pact will be signed 
at a ceremony attended by 
delegates from “sisterly and 
friendly" countries and inter- 
national and regional bodies, 
including the Organisation of 
African Unity, the Arab 
League, the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference and 
the East African Inter- 
Govemmental Authority for 
Drought and Development. 

The four factions ceased 
fighting against the govern- 
ment in April last year when 
they signed a document 
known as the “political char- 
ier.” They even recently 
declared that they sent men to 
the battlegrounds on the gov- 
ernment side to fight then- 
former rebel allies. 

The peace agreement pro- 
vides for a referendum on 
self-determination of south- 
ern Sudan and unity with the 


north after a four-year interim 
period during which a 25- 
member coordinating council 
is to run affairs in the south. 

This council, according to 
the agreement, will be made 
up of the current walis (gov- 
ernors) of the 10 southern 
states, with the chairman and 
deputy chairman and other 
members to be appointed by 
the president of die republic. 
General Omar A1 Bashir, in 
addition to representatives of 
the signatory factions. 

The number of representa- 
tives of the factions has not 
yet been declared. 

The agreement also stipu- 
lates that Islam and tradition- 
al practices will be the 
sources of legislation in 
Sudan with individual states 
free to add laws of a special 
nature to the national legisla- 
tion. 

It regards Arabic as the first 
official language and English 
as the second. 

A1 Sudan Al Hadith report- 
ed that in addition to official 
delegates, invitations have 
been extended to 27 interna- 
tional television networks 
and broadcasting services, 
news agencies and newspa- 
pers to cover the signing cer- 
emony. 

The ceremony will first be 
addressed by Mohammad Al 
Amin Khalifa, the secretary 
general of the Supreme 
Council for Peace, and then 
the leaders of the factions 
will sign the document 

Following that General 
Bashir will deliver a speech, 
the local media said. 

According to the Sudan 
News Agency. General 
Bashir will hold a press con- 
ference on Tuesday regarding 
implementation of the agree- 
ment 

The SPLA has been fight- 
ing since 1983 to end domi- 
nation of the mainly animisi 
and Christian south by the 


Arabised north, where 
Islamists back the regime. 

Meanwhile, a senior 
Sudanese official has arrived 
in the Ethiopian capital on a 
secret trip to reconcile the 
two countries, the official 
Egyptian news agency 
(MENA) and an Arabic lan- 
guage newspaper said 
Sunday. 

The envoy, Al Fateh Orwa. 
Sudan’s ambassador to the 
United Nations, arrived in 
Addis Ababa Saturday with a 
handwritten message from 
Sudan’s president General 
Omar Al Bashir, to the 
Ethiopian prime minister, 
MENA and the Al Hayat 
newspaper said. 

The contents of the letter to 
Ethiopian Prime Minister 
Meles Zenawi were not 
revealed. 

The mission is to “dear the 
atmosphere between the two 
neighbours and resolve their 
disputes." the London-based 
newspaper said, quoting 
unnamed sources in Addis 
Ababa. 

MENA, quoting diplomatic 
sources in the Ethiopian cap- 
ital, said Sudan wants Zenawi 
to mediate with Sudanese 
rebels to end their campaign 
to topple the Islamist govern- 
ment in Sudan. 

The two countries have 
long accused each other of 
supporting rebel groups with- 
in their borders, and Sudan 
has said that Ethiopia has 
launched recent atiacks 
against Sudanese towns. 

Ethiopia has also charged 
that Sudan orchestrated the 
1995 assassination attempt 
on Egyptian President Hosoi 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa. 
Sudan denies involvement in 
the attack. 


Greek minister pours cold water 
over better relations with Turkey 


ATHENS (AFP) — The recent thawing of rela- 
tions between arch-rivals Greece and Turkey 
received a new deep- freeze treatment from Greek 
Foreign Minister Theodore Pangalos in an inter- 
view published Sunday. 

Turkey still has "an empire mentality," the Turks 
“want to dominate and expand, Greece cannot 
accept that,” Mr. Pangaks told the weekly To 
Vima. 

While saying he had “no problem” participating 
in helping Turkey get closer to Europe, it would 
only be on condition that it “doesn’t claim Greek 
territories.” changes its position on the divided 
island of Cyprus and revises its human rights 
record. 

And as tor European Union (EU) membership: 
'Tm sure I won’t be seeing that membership in my 
lifetime." he said, adding it would not be possible 
"oxer the next 20 years." 

He said an armed conflict in the Aegean Sea 
"would be an act of insanity impossible under a 
normal democratic government.” 

A dispute over the sovereignty of a number of 
Aegean islets brought the two countries to the brink 
of warearlv last vear. 


Mr. Pangalos is due to arrive in Istanbul on April 
30 for a meeting bringing together the foreign min- 
isters of 1 1 countries in the Black Sea region, the 
Turkish Anatolia news agency reported Thursday. 

While direct talks with Turkish authorities were 
not cm the agenda, the agency said he could have 
informal talks with his Turkish counterpart Tansu 
Ciller. 

A Dutch delegation, representing the EU. has 
recently been attempting to bring the two countries 
together 

Dutch Foreign Minister Hans van Miedo said 
Thursday that enough progress had been made to 
quality as a ‘"breakthrough." 

Athens had even proposed a joint commission of 
Greek and Turkish experts study areas of tension. 

But Greek Foreign Deputy Minister Yangos 
Kranidiotis told another Greek newspaper. Ethnos, 
that “such a commission doesn't represent political 
dialogue, nor arbitration, but just an improvement 
in the atmosphere" between the two countries. 

And he echoed his superior’s comments, saying 
"Greek-Turiosh relations have been damaged by 
Turkey's aggression in die .Aegean and by the occu- 
pation of Cyprus." 


Swiss Jews concerned 


over campaign saying 
Bern's aid is 'blackmail' 


BASLE (AFP) — 
Switzerland’s Jewish com- 
munity on Monday expressed 
concern over a campaign 
mounted by a right-wing 
party which has characterised 
Bern's decision to aid holo- 
caust victims as “blackmail." 

"This could lead to a rise in 
anti-semitism. We are very 
worried. This is a dangerous 
campaign." said Jewish 
Community Federation Vice- 
President Thomas Lyssy. 

The Swiss People’s Party, 
one of four in Switzerland’s 
governing coalition, 

launched a campaign this 
week in the media and the 
streets of Zurich, the bastion 
of populist politician 
Christoph Blocher. to try to 
swing public opinion against 
the government’s proposal 
for a humanitarian founda- 


tion. 

“Blackmail the Swiss peo- 
ple." asks a political cartoon, 
adding "a U.S. lawyer insults 
Switzerland," and an “over- 
seas organisation wants 
money." 

“And the people should pay 


— never, never, never.” the 


text says. 

Switzerland’s Jewish com- 
munity has not decided how 
to react to this provocation. 
The publicity cannot be 
legally questioned because it 
avoids particular mention of 
Jews. Mr. Lyssy said. 

There is also the risk that 
drawing attention to die cam- 
paign will heighten its 
impact 

The Swiss will vote in a ref- 
erendum next year at the ear- 
liest on the creation on a 
seven billion Swiss francs (S5 


billion) foundation 

announced in March by the 
government as a way to 
restore the country’s battered 
reputation. 

Bern and Swiss banks have 
been accused of profiteering 
from dealings with Hitler's 
Nazi regime during World 
Warn. 

The foundation would aid 
sufferers of injustice, poverty’ 
and genocide campaigns as 
well as holocaust survivors or 
their beirs. Half the funds 
would be channelled abroad. 

A separate fund composed 
of 265 million Swiss francs 
financed by banks, industry 
and the central bank will be 
established specifically to 
compensate families of holo- 


caust victuns. 


INDIAN PILGRIMS RETURN HOME: Indian pilgrims returning from the Hajj pilgrimage in Saudi 

at the Mumbai (Bombay) airport, on Sunday. Indian officials 


Arabia weep as they are greeted by relatives 
estimate ”■ 1 Js 15,1 ’ mt 

site in 


te that 281 Indians are still missing after the fire swept through a tent complex at a key pilgrimage 
Saudi Arabia last Tuesday, killing 343 people and injuring more than 1,500 (Reuters photo) 


Uganda 
holds 
over 100 
Sudanese 


pnsoners 
of war 


NGOMOROMO (AFP) — 
Ugandan troops are holding 
more than 100 Sudanese 
government soldiers as 
prisoners of war at this 
army post just four kilome- 
tres south of the border — 
clear proof of fighting 
between the two armies. 

Along with the Sudanese 
prisoners are 64 Ugandan 
rebels, many of them skele- 
tal after months of drought. 

The Kampala and 
Khartoum governments 
both deny that their own 
troops are crossing the 
frontier. 

Ugandan army officers 
said Sunday that the 
Sudanese troops invaded 
Uganda near here last 
Monday at Lalabor. in 
Kitgum district, alongside 
Ugandan rebels in the 
Lord's Resistance Army 
(LRA). 

They were trying to 
establish a base to continue 
attacks within Uganda, they 
said. while showing 
reporters the emaciated 
LRA prisoners. 

Ugandan Minister of 
State for Defence Amama 
Mbabazi told AFP earlier 
thar the attack had been car- 
ried out by two companies 
of Sudanese troops fighting 
beside the LRA guerrillas, 
and that Ugandan troops 
had killed 60 Sudanese sol- 
diers and 6S rebels. 

The LRA has been fight- 
ing in northern Uganda for 
the past 10 years in a bid to 
overthrow President Yoweri 
Museveni and replace his 
government with one based 
on the Biblical 10 
Commandments. 

It operates, with the back- 
ing of Sudanese army 
troops, from rear bases in 
southern Sudan which are 
being overrun by Sudanese 
rebels fighting to overthrow 
their own government in 
Khartoum. 

Reports indicate that the 
Sudanese rebels have 
recently killed or captured 
hundreds of Ugandan 
rebels in the LRA and the 
West Nile Bank Front, 
another Ugandan rebel 
group. 

Mr. Mbabazi acknowl- 
edged on Thursday that two 
Ugandan soldiers belong- 
ing to an intelligence unit 
were “missing inside 
Sudan.” 

Those missing soldiers 
were seeking details on the 
LRA’s leader. Joseph Kony. 
a former Roman Catholic 
catechist, he told AFP. 


Yemen’s ruling coalition frays 
ahead of next week’s elections 


ADEN LAP) — Yemen's 
ruling party on Monday 
accused its junior coalition 
partner of shooting dead 
one of its officials, under- 
scoring tensions ahead of 
next week's elections. 

The General People’s 
Congress Party (GPCP) said 
that one of its candidates, 
.Ahmad Abdul Qader Basha, 
was killed by members of 
the Islah Party in the south- 
ern province of Ibb. 

On Sunday, the Islamic 
Islah Party (HP.) accused 
Mr. Basha of shooting to 
death one of its candidates 
and wounding several oth- 
ers. 

The clashes stem from a 
power struggle between the 
two parties, which are vying 
for influence in the 301- 
member parliament. 

Parliament speaker Sheik 
Abdullah Al Ahmar, the 
powerful head of the IIP, on 
Sunday decided to partici- 


pate in the April 27 elec- 
tions after having earlier 
withdrawn his candidacy 
because of tensions within 
the ruling coalition. 

Four opposition parties 
are boycotting the elections 
and the campaign has been 
marred by accusations of 
intimidation. Several dissi- 
dents have been arrested. 

Since 1990. there has 
been an uneasy unification 
between north Yemen and 
south Yemen — which were 
two separate countries until 
then. 

In 1994, the unified gov- 
ernment. led by northerners, 
crushed an Aden based 
revolt in the south that led to 
a two month long civil war. 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh's ruling GPCP and its 
junior coalition partner, the 
HP, have controlled the gov- 
ernment for the past four 
years. They are expected to 
win a majority again. 


The opposition, led by the 
Socialist Party, has accused 
the government of wide- 
spread fraud and intimida- 
tion. The opposition wants 
more autonomy for the 
south and a general amnesty 
for those who participated 
in the civil war. The 
Socialist Party headed the 
1994 revolt. 

The government began 
beefing up security here last 
month after the opposition 
called for the boycott. 

In Aden, the former capi- 
tal of the south and the 
opposition’s stronghold, 
about 5,000 troops and 
1,000 tanks have been 
deployed in advance of the 
polls. 

Yemen, a poor nation of 
about 17 million people, is 
largely a tribal country 
where carrying heavy 
machine-guns or lighter 
weapons is part of the daily 
way of life. 


Globalisation of data explored at Columbia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
impact of the accelerating 
globalisation of information 
on the promotion of peace, 
development, democracy 
and respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms 
in the twenty-first century 
will be explored in a three- 
day international roundtable 
from April 21 - 24 at 
Columbia University, the 
U.N. said in a press release. 

‘The Roundtable on 
Communication for the 
Promotion of Peace, 
Development Democracy 
and Respect for Human 
Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms in the Global 
Village’’ will be attended by 
approximately 40 senior 
media practitioners, industry 
executives, communications 
theorists and policymakers 
from around the world. 

It is funded with extra- 
budgetary grants from the 
government of the 
Netherlands, the European 
Commission and the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 

Panels will be held on each 

day of the roundtable, 


addressing such topics as: 
global issues and the power 
of information; new media 
and technologies; global 
access and global good; 
independent and pluralistic 
media; new media — 
prospects and problems; and 
promoting global issues. The 
roundtable will discuss 
efforts to further expand and 
consolidate the realm of 
independent and pluralistic 
media and the contribution 
of new and existing media 
across frontiers to the better- 
ment of the human condition 
in the coming mill e nnium. 

Participants will include: 
George Hawatmeh, editor, 
Jordan Times: Rad wan Abu 
Ayyash, president of the 
Palestinian Broadcasting 
Corporation; Abdul Aziz Al 
Saqqaf, editor of the Yemen 
Times; Walter Bender, asso- 
ciate director from 
Information Technology, 
Massachusetts Institute "of 
Technology Media 

Laboratory: James William 
Carey, professor, Columbia 
University School of 
Journalism; Douglas A. 
Chalmers, professor of polit- 


ical science and international 
affairs, Columbia University 
School of International and 
Public Affairs; Dominique 
Dhombres. editorialist on 
cultural issues, Le Monde, 
France. 

Also participating will be: 
Kanak Mani Dixit editor, 
Himal, Nepal; Gwen Lister, 
editor, The Namibian 
Sebileiso: Mokone- 

Matabane, co-chair. 

Independent Broadcasting 
Authority, South Africa; 
Pius Njawe, 1 editor. Le 
Messager, Cameroon: 
Martin Palous. professor. 
Centre for Theoretical 
Study. Charles University, 
Czech Republic; Greg Riker, 
director. Advanced 

Consumer Technology, 
Microsoft Corporation; 
Gertrude Robinson, profes- 
sor. McGill University, 
Canada: Phillipe-Olivier 

Rousseau, member, Conseil 
Superieur de l’Audiovisuel. 
France; Felipe Sahagun, pro- 
fessor. Madrid University, 
Spain. 


Top Arab singer, Fairouz, 
honoured by Jacques Chirac 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Fairouz, the most 
famous living singer in the Arab World, 
was decorated on Monday with a medal of 
honour from French President Jacques 
Chirac. 

She received the medal, Chevalier Dans 
L’Ordre National de la Legion D’honneur. 
a reception hosted by French 


in 


Ambassador Jean Pierre Lafon at the 
French embassy in Beirut’s eastern suburb 
of Martakla. 

“Chirac wanted to honour the great voice 
of Lebanon, the great voice of the Arab 
World, whose prestige spreads well 


beyond the borders of the Middle East." 
said Mr. Lafon in a statement. 

"Fairouz has rallied around her all the 
Lebanese without exception." said Mr 
Lafon. 

The Lebanese singer refused to pet form 
in Lebanon during the 1975-1990 civil war 
in order not to be seen as siding with any 
party in the conflict. 

She finally held a concert in 1994 at the 
mstonc Martyrs’ Square, at the heart of 
Beirut’s war devastated downtown area 
which separated Christian and Muslim 
sectors of the capital during the -civil strife 


Supermodel refuses;, 
alcohol in Latin yj. 
America ;V 


SANTIAGO (AFP)“ C 
Gentian supennoifci 
Claudia Schiffer arrived 
Sunday for three .days., of 
promotions and ortfaed 
she not be served any alctf. 
hoi in Latin .America's wine 
country. The catwalk star 
who came from Lima, Per^ 
has scheduled television 
appearances, a fashion 
show and a magazine photo 
shoot. During her stay in 
Chile, which she last visited 
a year ago. Schiffer has 
requested a strict diet that ^ 
excludes red meat and alco- “ 
hoi, according to the hotel 
where she is staying. The 
trip is part of a seven coun- 
try tour of Latin America 
that also includes 
Argentina. Brazil. Ecuador, 
Paraguay. Peru and 
Uruguay. 


Clinton jokes 
about Dole loan 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton was 
quick to joke about House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich’s 
decision to pay a Congress 
imposed $300,000 fine with 
a loan from former 
Republican presidential 
candidate Bob Dole. ‘T was 
thinking of calling Senator 
Dole this afternoon. You 
know. Chelsea (Clinton) is 
about to go off to college,” 
Clinton quipped to a White 
House news conference. 


Fergie makes her 
availability known £ 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Duchess of York has made it 
known she is romantically 
available and not pinning 
for her ex-husband. Prince 
Andrew. “1 think it’s very 
important people realise 
that I am divorced and sin- 
gle” Fergie, 37, (old 
Britain's OK! magazine. 
“I'm concerned people will 
make out that I am going 
back to my husband when, 
quite frankly. I’m not. I’ve 
been out on a couple of 
dates." 


Burglar robs 
wrong building 


HONG KONG (AP) — A 
newly arrived illegal immi- 
grant from China chose the 
wrong building to burgle. 
He broke into a Hong Kong 
police officer's flat. A 
police spokesman said on 
Monday constable Cheung 
Sui -Chung arrested the 25 
year old burglar and recov- . 
ered his wallet containing?? 
his police warrant card and 
more than H.K. 22500 
($320) in cash. 


Timothy Leary to 
take ultimate 
trip into space 


MADRID (AP) — Timothy 
Leary, the 1960s guru of 
LSD and 1990s icon of the 
Internet, will take the ulti- 
mate trip on Monday when 
his ashes are blasted into 
space with a Spanish satel- 
lite. The cremated remains 
of Leary, whose final 
request before dying was 
tor “one last far-out trip" 
will be launched into orbit 
with those of “Star Trek” 
creator Gene Roddenbenv- 
and others for the world’?? 
first space funeral. The 
ashes, in sealed vials, will 
be sent to Spain’s first satel- 
lite into orbit via a Pegasus 
rocket to be launched over 
the Canary islands on 
Monday. The capsules each 
containing seven grammes 
of remains will be released 
into space and will orbit the 
Eonh for anywhere between 
IS months" and 10 yeart 
before gravity pulls then 1 
back into the atmosphere 
where they will bum up- 
Leary urged a generation of 
Americans to "get high on 
LSD so they could “turn on, 
tune in and drop out,” and 
was Fired from Harvard in 
1963 for involving students 
in his mindbending drug 
experiments. He plater 
became an early devotee of^ 
the Internet, calling it *e 
LSD of the next century. 
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